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Book Notes

JFROM Ward, Lock and Co., Limited
(London and Métbourne); come
t]u'l? novels, diverse as the poles in

majffler and matter,  First in merit.
fre@ft the point of Mterary distinction,
is Mr. Stephen MceKenna's “Pandora’s
Box and Other Stories”” This is ¢
*collection of what may be  termed
social impressions, and is worthy of
the creator of the incomparable Sonia,
who crashed heér way
far back in the war years, and won
for Mr. McKenna considerable literary
eclat.  Since then this author has to
his credit much accomplished achieve-
ment. In hix last volume he frivm-
- phantly proves his prowess In what to
the ¥nglish writer is the difficult form
of the short story. The tales in the
collection vary in quality, and arve
mostly subtle and skilled analyses of
€ pisodes and characterizations of that

#ippant and frothy- section of  sociely
once known as the smart set, Jut
Mr, McKenna «oces not confine his at-
tention to omne section of the great
world, and is equally at home when
he traces the decay of a great English
family or the evolution of a pillar of
the NStafe. I1e has the true touch.
the Jight hand, and with practized
skill arouses interesr -in such. diverse
gtudies as Mackmailing as a fine art
or a siyly humorons &ftudy of “The
Typical Heroine”  Perhaps the hext
sketeh in the hook 1% A dialogue at a
polo match at Hurlingham, which dis-

sects and egxposes the machinations
and defeated ambitions of a social
c¢limber, this hrilliantly etched and in-
exorable study of a type being a small
masterpiece of truth to E‘vpe and econ-
omy of expression. -

Trar indeed from qlhileiv of method,
but extremely entertaining in its genre,
ix *“The Yellow Wagon® by Charman
Edwards. This engrossing tnle is
frankly melodramatic in guality, and
(.on(’eXi\ a wild Irvish girl who spends
Jer c¥ilhood’s vears in the sordid. ho-
hemian and shifting environment of an
old-time fravelling theatre. After
various vicigsitudes. the charming and
forcetul Sheila forges nhead fo tame and
Toriune,  “The Yellow Waggon,” tells
the tale of that difficult passage to a
pince in the sun, her rapprochement
wirh ihe 'true-hearted Owen, “freckled.
ailing and inxignificant” but “leal to
Lig friends.” I'rom him she was part-
ed for long years, ix sednced by the
.e,r.-,regious Houston, whom eventually

die marries..  However loyalty, self-
sgerifice. 111\'111( ible altraction win the
day, and'all ends hftppllv' though much
water flowsynnder the bridges before
that desira edficlusion- is reached,
Lattle, murder. axd sudden deafh are
rampant, and fnterest doe§ not flag, the
book being well worth while, it only
(Continued on fourth colummn,)
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By “ fohn O’Dreams™

Prize Poem Copetiti‘o

I prize of half a guinea in thé current competition is awarded to V.8.J g
for “Flight of a Song,” which is of notably poetic and imaginative guality.

Amid the many interesting contributions
we select for special commendation “The

submitted during the past fortnight.

Echo,” which in tender gracefulness

and increasingly sure techuigne iz the best work vet sent in by “Merrie,”

A correspondent asks that occasionally a set subject be chosen for the

Poetry. Competition.
Wellington's War Memorial, to he heard

are at liberty to do so.

We fall in with this idea fo the extent of ruggesting that
.for the next competition, in a fort{night’s

time, the Bells of Remembrance of
for the first time next month. might

“TLADPY: Your heautifal lirtle poem iz held for further conxideration.

“Moon's Lover”: A <rm('etul thi
contributions.

AJIL Thanks
"F\emng in the Garden"

“admirable rhythmic

publication.

sense. i We

“Felix”: Your poem reminds ng nf Olive Schreiner's

and ouyr favourite of three very charming

for forwarding the musical and haunting “Pool.”
is very good indeed. with fehumu\ expression and

regret that space Hmits preclude

definition of life: A

xtriving and a striving, all andmw in nothing, _

“Novice” sends n prattling poem about “green ?fulev and hilt,” bul much, muoh

study of word and phrase is necessary before “Novice"

very minor poet.

# ‘er‘unl"' Your wistful poem qum-.- excellent in its genre, )
usual verbal slickness, but rather

“Beyond the Blue” exhibifs irs author's
halis in the lasgt line,

“Felix™s” Iyrical nuthluwt 5
“Peri”: Becentricity run riot,

'F/z'g{‘z; of

nifies Hitle, if anything,

a Song

No song so sweet as that vou sang last niqlzf
Enriched and perfumed =ith the breath of flowers

Baptised with dew . . . . .

Wind-wafted strains of melody took flight,

Their sweetness grew,

And mocnbeams nestling “mid the leafy bowers

Caressed the harmony,

Then higher, higher, rose that bland refrain,

The ¢

vind .m/hm' suddenly in sympathy,

Bearing the, song on, on, from foam to foam

OFf suddenly mn‘u/ﬁed sed.

Far sped tie st veet wocturnal nielody, :
Mingling with sounds of distant tumbdling waves . ., -

The breese to open lattice bore cach strain

OF ballad, blended sweetly w

Gth a throng

Of m\'.vtu beautics in the moonlit glow ...,

Amid the quictide of gloam
I sat enraptured

e e

The evanese. m,’ of a song.

a-Till, the . sephyr stilled ., . . and. lo}

R R X

hecomes even a

serve as inspivation. but if competitols prefer to choose their own subject they )

. & novelist,

:0ld Socrates

for the sake of that delightful old vaga-
bond and toper, "Lerry Iifzpatrick.
The third of Messrs, Ward, Lock and
(Co.'s publications is “*The Pitiful Lady,”
by the late 'Xatharine Tynan, poet and

_novelist, who will dwell long in the
~memoties of lovers of htela’rule, more
P

heps for the haunting ¢harm ‘of her
verses than for conspicuous ability as
Nevertheless she has writ-
ome entertaining tales that have

pleaged ‘'a wide cirele of novel-readers,

and this posthumous story from the
versatile Irish writer is qune up to
‘siandard., 1t iz the story of a 'beguil-

g maiden. who, nnknown to her.self

Jiag o lang pedigree” but very few of
the world's goodx. Nancy, however,
has captivating ways and speedily finds
friends, A friend 'of all waifs and
strays, human and canine, she em-
braces the profession of a veterinarian,

in order that she may extend ‘her love

and help to the four-footed ‘creation.

Many a lame dog iz helped over the.

-«i1¥, "glthough the deligtful Naney is

101 so engrossed in her calling that she

is unaware of the world of romance,

‘into which she strays by an unexpected

bypath of the world’s ways, In the
sphere of domesticity and simplicity of
not  teo impetuous ‘emotion, this
pleasant tale of two pairs'of lovers'may
e recommended for its naive charm
and obvious delight in'man’s faithful

~ four-footed friends,

* L »

“PT,ATO 8 BRITANNIA by Douglas.

Woodruft (Sheed and Ward, Lon-
don), is an erudite, vwfwlouﬂy»wniten
c¢hronicle, which discourses tangential-
Iy, and with considerable wit ard wis-
dom, upon the British Kmpire, its pie-
sent and future, its ways and works.
reviists a distracted
world, and with jiluminating and caus-

- tie comment to inguisitive coterie sheds

fresh light on some of the problems 1:h£1+
heset our country,

Many  aspects  of English Con-
temporary life come under revealing
seruting, rapging from impressions of

a Greek visitor at Oxford and Cam-
bridge Universities to a dissertation on
the Yorkshire dialect and a Qigression
concerning the definition of a much-
abused word. “A gentleman,” decrees
Socrates up to date, “is one who, hav-

~ jug power, is pleased to use it sparing-

“eathollelty and elarity of ifs &0

Iy, and it is an Englishman’s idea of
himself, It is an ideal wholly concern-
ed with social life and a man’s relations
to his fellows. and one which they are
convinced needs money for complete ful-
fitment, so that they consider the-pos.
session of money the larger part of vir-
ture.” Mr. Woodruff’s amysing volumes,
illuminating,
an ironie humour is recommeném Lor

ised coneclusions,

v
-

didatic, and compact of .



