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VERY fortnight the Rover Motoring Company of New
Zealand features on this page one of the motoring talks

sponsored, by them and delivered from 2ZW, Wellington, on
Monday evenings. The interesting comments printed here
were given by Mr. Lewis, Managing Director of the Company.
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; . expect many of you-especially ladies
‘e-would hear the broadcast, so well earriedout by 2ZW of the opening of our new‘oremises at Petone by the Prime Minister.
feel that in doing a thing like that the
Prime Minister was honouring not us,
mot especially the English Motor Indus-
try, but the Old Union Jack himself. The
Right Hon. Mr. Forbes made us all feelproud of being able to be units of this
wonderful Empire.
In connection with our rew building.
there is a little quiet road-side sward
under a great spreading elm in the depths
‘of the country, about 50 miles from
‘London, which has a peculiarly intimate
‘and interesting connection ‘vith those
new works at Petone. And this is howit all happened.
About two years ago I was instructed
by the Managing Director of our Bng-lish company to inyestigate world condi-
tions for export. After very carefuland lengthy investigations in England
and several Huropean countries, 2 re-
commended New Zealand as being themost suitable place to put up a branch
factory. My main reasons were, firstly--the preference granted to British goodsboth by tariff and by your essential good-will towards the Old Country, and,
wecondly, because I felt then, as I feel
now, that, in spite of all the world
trouble, New Zealand was, is, and alwayswill be, basically sound as regards finance.I don’t believe, and I never will believethat the pessimism that is being broad-fast to-day is necessary.) . Well, as Iwas saving, I put up New Zealand as ourfirst Overseas Factory Home, and theygaid-Thank you very much, when do
you start? Well-I was export managernot overseas factory purveyor. Jvather wondered what they were getting
at, but they pointed out that if I thoughtit was a good scheme, it was obviously my
pigeon to put it over. So I began furi-
ously to think. It’s one thing to put alot of figures and ideas on paper and
pass them over to a typist, but it’s quiteanother thing to get a new factory going
12, miles away. However, I got
going, and, with the help of Mr. Coe who
talks to you when I can persuade him to--we managed to stick to our schedule.In the midst of our preparations in the
summer of 1930, I went up to a tradedinner in London one night-it’s only 84miles of billiard table road from my house,and even in the little 10-horse saloon T
always reckoned to get up there in twohours. After dinner the usual speechesand musical items were perpetrated, and,
in due course, I left for home about mid-night. T hoped to be home just after
two. However, about 50 miles out of

London, on the high ground, I ran into
a very heavy mist-thick, blankety andwet-not a fog, but a real summer misis|Tor some time I plugged on at about four
te five miles an hour, overtaking lorries
dragged on the side of the road, and
sometimes cars. I knew every yard of
‘the road, but, even so, I had several near
shaves, and finally was so utterly sleepythat I decided to snuggle down and have
n snooze on the back seat in a rug whichI carried for Sunday pienies. Those
mists usually lift just after the dawn, and
1 thought this would give me time to slipon home. have a bath, change and break-
fast, and so to the works-not too late.[ slept for an hour or so then woke up
bright and cheery and absolutely chockfull of New Zealand. I began to thinkabout all the details, and I’m darned if T
could go to sleep again.
So I turned the light on in the car,
found a pencil and the menu and

_ pro-
gramme of the night, before, which, for-
tunately was plain on the back, |sketched out a plan of the sort of factoryI should like in New Zealand, and I put
in. the general layout, stores, assembly
shops. ottices, ete. Then, suddenly, themist lifted, and I saw that it was nearlylight, and I saw that I was on a nice.
grassy sward under a great, spreadingelm-one of the most beautiful and noble
trees I have ever seen. TI can see that
beautiful corner now-I always think ofit as New Zealand corner. I pushed my

menu card into my pocket, started off,
and did the 80 miles home in three-quartersof an hour. But the interestingpart of the thing is that the factory
which the Prime Minister opened a few
days ago is almost identical in’ generaldetail with that which I planned 1 New
Zealand corner on that early misty July
morning. . .

You know. in spite of the slump, andall other difficulties which one comes
up against in a strange land, it is a thril-
ling thing. Of course it is always inter-
esting and sometimes troublesome, but
wherever we had gone we could not have
had such a wonderfully kind and con-
siderate reception as we have had in New
Zealand, Everybody has been most
helpful. We have had our technical
troubles, of course, but I’m glad to say
these have not been mechanical in eny
way. New Zealand roads are rather
different from ours, and, consequently,
Wnglish -bodies are built more lightlythan those you want here. We have
got over that by building our bodies en-
tirely in New Zealand, using strongertimber than is used in Wngland-goodSouthland Beech and fine English and
New Zealand materials.
I want to thank everybody who has
sent us good wishes in our works, and toinvite any and all of you to visit us at
Petone to see what is being done in the
English motor industry in New Zealand.
Please drop us a note asking when we

’ ‘
have an inspection party going round, and
we will be pleased indeed to see. you.The afternoon suits us best. In parti-
cular, we shall be pleased to welcome
parties of older school children or stu-
dents. :

Now, a few minutes ago, I smote the
pessimists hip and thigh. By that I donot wish to infer that we must not be
careful, But there is a difference between
care and panic. There is more accumu-
lated spare money lying unused to-day
than there has been for years. BHvery-
body is nervous of any kind of enterprise
and private purchases are’ unnecessarilycut down. You Jaugh at BDngland for
the dole-yet. Mr. "Higho" tells you thatchildren are going starving to school in
Wellington, and I believe it. The SmithFamilyis gallantly trying to close the
gaps in the multitude of official and un-
official organisations for relieving dis-
tress. Your leading morning paper is
pleased to draw attention to England’s
folly in granting the dole, and yet cheer-
fully accept your Hospital Board as :
proper channel for distributing reliefIsn’t it doubtful whether the Old Countrysystem isn’t better---at any rate I haven’t*
heard of any starving children there
recently, and if there are abusers of the
dole, can you expect anything else
amongst 24 millions. of workless people.
Probably 1/100 of 1 per cent. are swindl-
ers, but they are not starving and all tax
payers pay equally, . It isn’t left to thewilling to carry the whole burden.
T believe something could be done byall unions and employers in the way of a
general reduction of weekly hours, so as
to make the work available go further. Itwould mean ever such a little less to thehundreds of thousands in work in order to
keep the 50,000 who are not. I know
there are yarious objections-but times
are extraordinary now.I have never been able to appreciatethe arguments against this scheme, and,if anybody would be good enough to tell
me any particular objections to it in New
Zealand I would be extremely obliged. Iknow that it will be said that it is
against the best interests of labour, andif is expensive from the employers’ pointof view. But times are as exceptionalnow asin 1916, When Jerry popped
up in front of you with a hand-grenadein 1916, you didn’t stop to discuss your.aversion of homicide-you put him to
sleep if you were lucky enough. So now,it we could drop pessimism and bicker-
ing, and get together as we did in thosedark years of 1914/1918, we should
emerge, not only more prosperous, but allthe better for going through the refiner’sfire-that is what matters I think.

11/- in the 8
Of the price
Now remalns in NZ;
In the new RoverfactoryatPetone,Roverchassisar assembled from
eomponents imported directfromEngland, and the bodiesbuilt to Engliskpatternson framesofSouthlandBeech: Altogether;55per cent:__or 11/-in the#~~0f themoderatepriceofaRoverremainsinNewv 'Zealand:

TheRover'TenSaloon isnow824lowerinpriceE295complete: Im-provementsinclude,wirewheelswithlargechromium-platedhubs,improvedRdLI tubular-framed adjustable seats, cushioned arm rest to rear seat;, strongerME chassis=frame,heavierrearsprings,bodiesbuiltinNewZealand.
Forfullerparticulars,and theaddressofyournearestdistributor,writeto,TheRoverCompanyofNewZealand,Limited,Box1185,Wellington.


