-

Friday, March 11, 1932,

. AND HOME JOURNAL

PRITISH wireless licenses continue
to incresse.  The latest figures

show that the number of svireless
licenses in force on October 31, 1931,
was ahout. £101.000. That is: Kng-
land. 3,682,000; ‘Wales, 140,000; Scot-
land, 244.000; and Neorthem Ireland,
35,000. At the beginning of 1931 there
were 3,411,910 licenses.

} o * ]
EQUIP;\IENT for the mnew 6WF

Perth station is now being assembl-
ed in Melbourne, to be later shipped to
West Australia.  The chief engineer
of the Postmaster-General's Depart-
ment will superintend operations on
what is promised to be one of the most
efficient and highest powered statioms
in Australasia.

» Ed *

THE “Columbin Broadcasting  Sys-

tem” stated that the “American
School of the Air)” commenced on No-
vember 9 the third season of school
bhroadcasting. Lessons in history and
geograpby will be broadeast from the
Atlantic to the Pacific, and lectures
wig be given on music, poetical art,
cted. Moreover, civil servants will give

lectures  about agriculture, export
trade, etfc,

* * #
SQEY waves,” were shot 200 miles

high against the surfiace of the
upper atmosphere known as the Ifeav-
ixidle layer, then bounced down ta
Honolulu with the opening of trans-
Pacific radio-telephone xervice  Dbe-
fween Dixon., California, and ITawaii.
The receiving and sending divixions at
each end of the system cost a {otnl of
approximately £150,000. The largest
valve in the Dixon station has i capi-
city of 10,000 watts and is water-cool-
od. Water and air heated by the -

~ 000 volts necessary fo operate the sta-

Yion ave cooled by three fuus, cach

three feet in diameter.
X Ed w®
THE inauguration of the Scottish re-
gional station at Westerglen will
mark a new step in the organisation
of the British radio vu the basis of al-
ternative programimes, Faclh disfrict
will De so arranged that listeners will
be able 1o hear at will the National
progriomme and local programune. The
stations of London. Midlands (Daven-
try) and in the north are working at
present and giving fuall satinfaction.
Only the Scoteh station and the West-
ern stalion remain to be finished
. i % u

TURKEY apmirently lolds the re-

cord as regavds wireless “pirates”
for, according to the latest estimate.
the pirates outmunber the license-
holders by 300 pev cent,  Actually {there
are some 3000 persons holding Tarkish
licenses, but it is Delieved that {(he
number enjoring radio programmes is
in the uneighbourhood of 20.000, The
piraids’ principal excuse scems to be
that reception in Axia Minor ix oxtra-
evdinarily poor. According to a coi-
respondent, “the Stamboul and Angora
sgtations have carpets that dazzle the
vigitors much more than do their pro-
grammes,”

‘VI'PI‘I a wave® of her

Josette l.ava, the
mier’s daughter. floodlit the glant
statue of Liber{y by releasing from an
aeroplape, via radio, a flashlight bomb
which operated an *‘electric eyve” held
in the statue’s band., This, in turn,
switched on the new floodlight system.

* * L]

HADPPY reversal of the now old

device wheveby the criex of a baby
at the top of the house can be hieard
on a Joudspeaker in the basement ix
reported  from  Greenwicl, (‘onn.,
U.N.A According to a correspondent,
a canine enthusiast has been having
trouble with his dogs barking in the
night and wakening the neighbour-
hood ; the kennels being some distance
from the house, he has installed a
microphone at his bedside and ampli-
fiers and loudspeakers in the “dog
houses.” A gentle admonition from
the bedroom becomes i erisp, command-
ing shout in the kennels and is guickly
obeyed,

hand Mlle.
Irench I're-

* L #*

NEW YORK daily vecently pub-

lixhed curioux statistics contribut-
o by one of its readers, According
to this correspowdent, belween July 1.
19300 and Mareh 31, 1931, a total of
603.005.415 musical notes had  been
fransmitted through the microphone of
WABC. New York, the key station of
ihe Celumbia broadegst system, I
addition. the “mike” has also  donll
with  13.096.200  words,  Of thesc,
roughly one-third had been cmitted by
politicians and clergymen. and vepre-
seuted a talk of 1889 howrs at an aver-
age of 115 words per minute. o ois
not stated whether  (hese  statisties
wore put to any use or whether any
doubting Thomas took the trouble to
cheek them up!

£ ik L

"rHE German gramophoue “war” has

ended, I will be rvemcmbered
that the gramophone manufacturers
sent an ultimatum to the broadeasting

authorities forbidding the uxe of
gramophone records  in the pro-
grammes after December 6, In an

agreement Just concluded lhe use of
records ix anthorised  on condition
thut gramophone concerts do not ab-
rxorh more {han two hours per duy.
Records may be freely used to illux-
traie talks. but (e gramophone coni-
panies are determsined that their re-
cords shall not bhe used for the com-
pilation ef “whole programmes”

Mullard

' THE -MASTER -VALVE

Embodies all improvements
known to Valve Manutacturers.

REMARKABLE fight on the issune
of “free speech on the air” is be-
ing fought by the Rev. R. P. Shuler,
of Los Angeles, whose station, KGEI

was recently suppressed by order of

the V.8, Federal Radio Commission.
The chayge wus that Mr., Shuler had
used his station to “incite religious
strife and antagonisn.” with the re-
sult that the transmissions were wn-
desirable and obnoxious to the listen-
ing public.  Shuler contends that the
commission’s action ix g direct c¢hal-
lenge to the right of free speech
guaranteed by the constitution of the
United Stuates, and he is prepaved, if
necessary, to take the case to the Su-
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Irish Comncerts
commemorating
St. Patrick’s Day,

will be broadcast from
all stations

on

Thursday, March 17
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preme Court, Meanwhile, KXGEF is
=ilent, and its gpirited owner, in order
to collect funds to conduet his ease,
must perforce make his appeal from
the pulpit,
* * *
BY means of the new visual type
course indieator, atrcraft nearing
and Jeaving Croydon aerodrome on the
Continental route will be wantomatical-
fy  gnided, The pilot has only to
watell a dial with 4 black background,
on which appear two vertical  white
Jines, If the aireraft deviates  to
cither «ide of {he correct course the
white Jine on that «ide of the dial in-
creaxes in length and the white line
on the other side decreases.
* ® ®
\ IRELLESS communication between
important railway centres is o
Pe ot up in Indin. and the Goverument
Railways Board has ordeved four sets
of shortwave apparatus already, These
sets will cover long distances and are
expected to be reliable alternatives to
the normal channels—if telograph lines
are cut, for exumle,
* * *
TR.&.\'S.\HSSIO.\'S from the German
stution at Berlin are being serious-
Iy heterodyned by the uew 100-kilo-
watt station at Moscow, separated
from it on the wave-Dand by only §
kilocycles, No sooner has this sta-
tion (Moscow-Stalin)  closed down
than the anguisbed Rerlin engineers
hear: “Hullo! Hullo! Here is the new
Ntalin station--we arve making  ex-
pariments,” The -German  Foreign
Office has been requested to ask that
thhe Russian wavelength be chauged,

but it scems scarvcely likely that a sta-
tiom Whick is maintained especially
to broadeast propaganda - in French,
German and Spanish will change its
wavelength when it can so easily jam

~ Germau national programmes off " the

alr,
* * *

TOT\‘ARD the close of last yvear Brit-

ish radio manufacturers were
viewiug with alaym & concerted . ate
tempt by American interests to “cor-
ner” the radio market in England
with second-grade receivers and com-
ponents selling, in many cases, at but

w fraction of the English counter-
parts.  Ag an instance of this, it is

reported that England’s radie ime-
ports for last September weve valued

at £177.875, but for October they
amounted to £347,631, nearly 100
per cent, increscse. However, the

sitnation was greatly. relieved in No-
vember by the placing of an ad val-
orent tax on imported sets and ecom-
ponents, including loudspeakers and
telephone receivers and parts theveof,
but mnot including valves, permanent
magnets or batteries. i
* * *

N the annual veport of the Ameriean

Fedeval Radio Commission for 1931
General Charles Saltzman, the chair-
man, declares that the last year has
seen almost a complete revolution in
the type of cquipment nsed. Com-
plying with a technical order of the
commission, all stations are now sup-
posed to have enquipment capable of
better than 735 per cent. modulation.
Un June 30 last there were exactly
612 bhroadeasting stations in the Unite
el States.  The report calls attention
to the new xet of rules and regulations
which will be promulgated within fhe
next few weeks, Among them will
be reluxation of the present rigid re-
guirements regarding the description
of recorded programmes or “electrical
frauscriptions.” though their charac-.
ter must still be made clear to the
lixtening  publie, (‘all Jetters may
now  he  unnounced at thirfy-minute
intervals instead of every quarter of
@ hour.

* & *
N ihe Dbroadeasting huilding of the
“Reichs Rundfunk Gesselischaft” in

DBerlin, a permanent exhibition will be
instituted at which all modern devices
for the elimination of radio interfer-
enee will be exhibited. The manu-
facturers of  electrical  apparatus
which ix  fitted with am  anti-
interference device have sent in.a speci-
moen of these products, In this mapner
the visitors will obtain a good impres-
=ion of what hax been achieved in this
respeet, and will be able {0 =ee for
thomrelves what means ave available
for the elimination of interference.
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