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HE new Spanish Government has

probibited the use of radio re-

ceivers in prisons. The prisoners have
protested aguinst this decision.

* *® L4

HE  American -station  WABC

had the original idea of broad-.

casting on October 31 the deatening
roar of Niagura Falls. A reporter
walked with his microphone in the
neighibourhood of the falls, and in this
way the voice of the wmighty Niugara
Falls wag heard throughout the worlid.
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THE West Anstralian Radio Traders

are inaugurating a Radio Fxbibi-
tion for April, and a startling feature
connected with the opening is promised.
New stunts, features and surprises will
be arranged, and in conjunction with
the A.B.C. one of the Dbest cxhibitions
vot staged in West Austrulin is fore-
ecast,
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ALTHOT_‘G]-I the new Australiun
Broadeasting Commission, which
will take conirol of broadcasting on
linés similar to those of the B.B.C,,
will not come into operution until July
1, 1932, alveady work is being found
for it. 'The thorny question of the

broadeasting of race descriptions has
been left for the Commisxion {o decide
as one of its first tasks,

THE N.Z

N England the recent clections have
given rise to a new legal problem.
The results of the elections were broad-
cast by the BBC to the radio listeners.
When doing so the BBC expressly
stated, however, that this report was
excingively intended for fthe radio lis-
teners, and was unot to be published.
Those who did this in spite of this
warning by placing their loudspeaker
in sueh @ position as to rendey the re-
ports audible to the public, orv who
passed them on by meuns of light pro-
jection or bulletln. have hecome -
volved in legal conflict with the BBC.
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Polish Minister of Yoreizn
Affairs. Mr, Zaleski, hus sent on
behalf of his Government a circular
letter to all the Stuies which are to
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take part at the Disarmament Confer-
ence, in which they are requested to
study the means by which friendly
international relations can be re-estab-
lished at any moment by means of
ratio. By this means sixty-four gov-
ernments have been given an oppor-
tunity to make practical propositions
in this respect.  Poland, too, has tiken
the good initiative of coming to an
agreement with Germany, by which the
two countries promise to refrain from
any  political  broadcast  propaganda
which might be detrimental to  the
uther party.
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HE effeet of the B.B.(Vs gift to the
British Treasury will not be felt

till April, when some departments’ ox-
penditure will be cut by half; con-
tracts for series of performances will
be dixcontinued. and plays and revucs
will be produced twice to save authory’
and rehearsal fees. Our informant
suggests that British  listeners may
then prefer one good progrimme every
evening to a choice of twe poor pro-
arammes; and  that the alternative
programme system may be abandoned.
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THI') following inferesling caxe oc¢-
curred in America. A motor-car
thicf who had stolen a care in North
Dakota, drove it to Winnipeg. The
car was fitted with every imuginable
convenience, and had also i complete
radio receiving set with loudspeaker.
The thicf set this apparatus in opera-
tion, purtly for his own pleasure and
partly to enable him to follow any pol-
ice reports which might . vefer to bis
ginixter trade. Arriving at Winnipeg,
2 policeman on point duty stopped him
unsuspectingly in order to show him o
parking place. Just at the same mo-

ment the police ruadio reported {he
theft of the motor-car, stuoting the

make and number., and this report wus
faithiully and loudly remderced by the
loudspeaker in the car. 1t goes with-
out saying that this report was follow-
od with great interest by the police-
man and that, after comparison of the
stitted number with the acieal numher
of the car, the astonishied thiel wag ar-
rexted on the spot.
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IFOR building a transmitting stafion

the erection of {he large aerial
masts requires considerable sums  of
méney. Ro it is quite natural that the
English Marine Transmitter at Gibral-
tar has put to good use the high rock
of Gibraltar as a support for the aer-
ial. This rock is 400 metres high: the
transmitter building is about 12 metres
high uand the aerial masts  also 12
metres. The aerial wires are suspend-
ed between the top of the rock and
there masts, As a matter of fact the
power radiated in a southiward direc-
tion is slightly absorbed Dby the rock;
but as the rock containg no ores this
absorption is relatively small, more-
over, the radio traffic willy the respec-
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tive part of Africa is not so very busy,

so that. this slight drawback is of little

consequence, .
S " .
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HE decision,of the Board of New
York Metropolitan Opera to allow

its performances to be broadcast opens
one more avenue fo those interested in
hearing good-mugic “on thé air.”’, Ame:
rican listeners have been véry fortunp-
ate of late in the musical programmes
which have Dbeen 'preseiited and they
are congratulating themsélves that this
new soulrce—perhaps unpique in- the
musical world for the perfection of its
rendering—ivill shortly. be available.
The engineers at present. engaged in
installing the necessary equipnient ex-
peet to have everyrthing réady for the
first broadcast early in January, 1932,
if not hefore. When tltat oéceurs the

‘New York Opera will join thé Chicago

Opera, which for some time past has
permitted broadcasts -of its perform-

ances. .
¢

A MOBILE broadeasting station 3TD

has appeared in the country dis-
triets of Australia, giving a onemight
programine in eaeh of ity stopping
places, The station i a commercial
venture, and is based on the Dbelief
that certain  commodities such as
sheep-dip and plough-shares are adver-
tised better in the country than in the
city. The station is housed in fwo
motor vehicles, one equipped with the
transmitter and the ofther fifted az a
g#ludio, Two collapsible steel mastx,
4 feet in height, are carried, and
these are erected 120 feet apart to sup-
port the aerial. There is a petrol en-
gine for generating power, and the pro-
grammes are provided from 400 gramo-
phone records, which may hé supples
mented with Tocal talent. The indic{-
{ions are that the venture will pay its
way.
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TIIE “Yorkshire Post” véported re-
cently the achievement of three
officers of the Royal Canadian Mount-
ed Police, who, at the outpost estab-
lished af Bernard Harbour, in the Arc-
tie, logged 300 stations with their sef.
It appears these policémen have heard
all the stations of the Canadian Na-
tional Railways from  Vancouver to
Monkton, New Brunswick, New Or-
Ieans, Miami, Tampg, Mexico itr,
and Havana., They picked wvp nearly
‘all the British stations and a number
of others, Germany, France, Spain,
Norway. Sweden, Russif, Iceland, and
even some from China and Japan, and
from Brishane, Aunstrilia, The set
nsed was & super-heterodyrne. The
curious thing is that the report of this
fine list of stations rereived was sent
to Montreal and travelled most of the
way by dog-sleigh. In all, thé& report
took 185 days to travel from (fé}rnard
Harbour fo Montreal, 4
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YHE British Broadcasting Company
intentls educating Knglish listeners
to Hsten more frequéently to classical
musie, not by simply thrusting a stream
of elassical music on to the micréphone,
It by acquainting the listenérg with
the personality of the composers and
by broadcasting yadio plays in which
the lives of great mastrs are drams-
tised, and which bring the lsterers inge
the atmosplhere of their music The
radio play “Chopin” broadcast recently
obtained a big success with the lis-
teners, and this hag stimulated the BBC
to prepare also radio plays referring to
“Mozart” and “Haydn.”,



