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absolutely spoiling the trash that is
handed out to us is to put the switchin the "off" position before the stations
sign off. To us it sounds as if "well,
that’s what we have for you, take it or
leave it." And then for a few men
who perhaps have never seen a broad-
casting studio to turn round and tell
2 man like Mr. Drummond how to go
about announcing!!! Yes, Sir, "Six
Valve" has expressed my sentiments on
the present service very fully. If I
had the option, I would certainly for-
ward my 30/- to the B class stations in
preference to the programmes the

R.B.C. are dishing out.-Disgusted
(Wanganui:)
District Petitions.I AM another of the 6900 dissatisfiedlisteners, and would do all in my

humble power to assist "Kaiwarra"
his grouch. Our popular 2YA _ an-
nouncer seems too stiff-necked now that
he is shackled to the Radio Board, not
like our pleasant old friend in the
least. Now that "Kaiwarra" suggests
a petition to the "R.R." by subscribers
sending in their names to have their
old friend reinstated, how would it do

to have a petition from the various
districts where we listeners are all in-
terested, and sendingin block petitions
to Wellington. I have not heard onein the Far North who does not de-
nounce or condemn the new rule, and
am sure I could get more names here
in favour of being wished our old good-
night than the 100 who got in first.
Cannot someone central organise
whereby each town and country dis-trict could have a petition paper post-
ed to an enthusiastic listener thereby
getting a few thousand protests. I
can guarantee to fill a large-size sheet
up north.Good Night and Wake Up
People.

The High Horse.
URELY the high horse of officialdom
is being ridden to death when the
personality of our announcer has been
attacked. The genial feeling of fellow-
ship existing between listener and an-
nouncer no longer exists and the cold
"Good evening" or "Good-night" sav-
ours almost of a rudeness. Now, what-
ever our high official might think neces-
sary for an alteration, we want our
genial announcers just as they werewith their own individual naturalness.
Now that the renewals of our licenses
are quickly approaching is our op-
portunity for action-that we cancel
our licenses until the high officer of
officialdom be removed from his stilts.
The question has been much discussed
here, and listeners think this line of
action would be a capital one.W.G.
(Hamilton).

A Contrast.
[®t is very nice to hear Brother Bill’s"Hello, Everybody," instead of the
curt "Good HBvening" which the an-
nouncers have had to adopt lately, asthe personal element is a great factorin radio entertaining: A.J.B.
"Oliver Cromwell."

WAS amazed to see the criticism ley-
elled at the play of "Oliver Crom-
well." To me it was wonderful, and
the reception on our eight-valve set was
perfect. Your eorrespondent S. K.
Smith, and evidently his friends at
Pahiatua (as the wording is practic-
ally the same), evidently do not like to
hear unbiased history. Every actor in
the play was superb, and I voted it
quite the best evening’s entertainment I
have ever heard. "Oliver Cromwell"
was given in the Technical College Hall
here some years ago, as a descriptive
lecture, and I was thrilled with his
strong character. He was one of Eng:
land’s outstanding great men, at a time
when the nation was groaning under
the typranny of Charles I, and the
Archbishop of Canterbury, who sent
any who dared to resist their policy or
differed in religion to the Star Cham-
ber, which meant imprisonment or even
mutilation. I am sure that thousands
of listeners would agree with me whenI say that an evening like that is never
forgotten, whereas one of the frivolous
kind is just a night’s entertainmentwith nothing of worth to remeniber it
by.E. Gwynn (Wanganui)

Criticism.
For the past few weeks I’ve beenvery interested in your Mailbag
page. I’ve come to the conelusion that
certain people must sit each night with
pen and ink ready to register grumblesat the radio programmes, Every typeof programme, nomatter what it is, has
been pulled to pieces and criticised, and

in some cases in a very paltry and spite-ful manner. ee
These chronic grumblers appear tothink that the staff and artists of 2YA
have a personal grudge against their
listeners, and take it out of them in the
programmes, They don’t seem to real-
ise that all the people concerned putforward their best efforts to give gen-eral satisfaction to the greatest nume
ber, ,

I do not belong to 2YA-I’m just an
ordinary-well,.it doesn’t matter,For goodness sake let us be less cri-
tical. Times are bad enough without
being made worse by hypercritical peo-ple searching round for things to
grumble at.

.

And, anyhow, they say that one man’s
meat is another man’s poison, so whynot eat our own meat and let the other
man have his poison if he likes,I think it was Addison who said, "Itis ridiculous for any man to criticise on
the works of another who has not dis-
tinguished himself by his own nerforme
ances,"-E.M.L. (Wellington) _
The Coverage Problem.
ITH regard to this vexed question
of B stations, I’m a bit with "Put

2YA First" in his views. When you've
formed a company to sell anything-re-
cords, radio goods, or rags-you take arisk of losing your good cash, If you’ve
anticipated something that hasn’t come
off to keep your company out of the
liquidator’s hands then you’re unluclty.
There was an outery from some of the
B’s some time ago for advertising rightsto enable them to finance their stations,
They didn’t get the permission they re-
quired (for which the Lord be thank-
ed), and so other avenues had to be
explored. Mind you, I’m not referringto the whole-only to the trade B sta-tions. The old R.B.C, rightly wouldn’t
subsidise them, so they may or may not
have had an understanding to bump
them out if possible, and substitute as
the controlling body some kinder-heart-ed combination which would assist their
profit-earning institution with a sub-
sidy or else take over the dead horse
and so relieve the owners of the job of
burying it.
New Plymouth was a great dump forradio reception before the R.B. Co. real-
ised 2YB was necessary! 2YA was
fierce-yes, we know it is the mountain,and so are the others still, unless you’ve
got a multi-valve set and A.C. handy,We're outside the service areas of the
YA stations, and so are many other
parts of New Zealand, excluding Wel-
lington. How on earth they carried on
and raised 30 bob for a license fee when
they hadn’t 2ZW to listen to gets me!Where does 2ZW get these super pro-
grammes that 2YA can’t? The shrieks
and wails of birds like DX4ZW, may be
applauded by the other W’s, but surelythe country listener is entitled first to
a service before that necessary alterna.tive and super programme from 27Wand others. I’m afraid I, with 99 percent. of disinterested and not disgrunt-led listeners, will agree with the chair«
man of the Broadcasting Board when he
knocked back the dealers and trade
stations’ representatives the other week
‘with the reply that no fair-minded per-son would suggest that the town B sta-
tions should be subsidised to the detri-
ment of the country stations.It tickles listeners like me to hear
how these B’s give traders that daylightservice-that desirable adjunct to the
sale of radio sets. What’s that got ba(Concluded on page 24.) .
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