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o * Ymprovements.
[ HAVE read with intevest letters from

listeners in your valuable columns

regarding the change. in conirol of
proadcasting, and I feel impelled, as a

keen and enthusiastie listener, to .ex-

" press my views. o )
“-In the first place, I must congratulate

-+ the zew board for improvements al-

- veady effected, the following especial-
Iy C

© Elimination of those unspeakable re-

¢orded programmes.
. The substitution of selected records
in place of artists (7). )
" Better dance music. -
 There has been a good deal wriiten
vegarding the elimination of dMr., Drum-
mond’s go-0-0-1 night, but after all what
~do listeners want--the announcer’s per-
sonal farewell or that of the station?
We do not listen to Mr, Dryuuunond: he
‘ig simply the mouthpiece of the station,
" and should not be allowed to infroduce
personal mannerisms.
“think if all our friends farewelled us
by a long-drawn-out “good night™?
" No doubt the board has further im-
provements in view, and one which is
urgently required is one North Island
and one South Island station to put on
dinner music from 7 p.m. fo 8§ pm. 1
venture 1o say that this hour ix the
most unpopular hour of the day to the
majority of listeners, 2ZIW ix certain-
Iy a godsend, but this station isx in-
clined to spoil itself Ly lectures,

There are dozens of other polnts
which might be mentioned, but space
Torbids. Before concluding I must say
that the 2YA song service on Sunday
cevening is certainly a most dexivable
feature. but for goodness sake let the
conductor be someone who speaks pure
“Buglish. TUacle George may be a good
man personally, but hig languuage ix
awfal, especially for young children to
hear.  “Verra, verra” instead of “very.
Cvery” is awful, -and there are dozeus
of similar mispronuuciations. It s
to be hoped that the board will remedy

this matter without delay—DXALT.

Talks in the News Session.

"A LLOW me to express my disgust al

" the rotten deal the B.C. Board gave
us on Saturday, the 23rd. Tancy stop-
ping the only decent programme we
had had for the week to put on a for-
eigner to run his countryicen down in
broken Iinglish. Sir. we have had
enough of this anti-Bolshevistic propa-
ganda in the Conservative Press, with-
out having it put on to us during the
concert sessi/on. Surely the controller

What would we.
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of the station bhas enough commou-
sense to know befter. I understand that
the board wants constructive eriticism
Well, here's a little for what it is
worth. Keep records, piano solos, and
fectures out of the concert, session, and
for the rest just use »n little common-
sense—Anti-Russian™  (Picton),

Plays Good and Bad.

I CONRIDER “The Favourite ol (he
Kiug” was not a play at all but a
series of scencs or dialogmes of cud-
tews tulk with Mr. Culford Bell (al-
ways o capable announcer) coming in
at frequent intervals to explain what
it wax all about. Well-constructed
pliays do not need explanation and 1
protest against this method being em-
ployed with rvadio-produced plays. In
iy play we were asked fo believe
{hat people of rank and edueation. in-
Lent on poisoning a public wan, dis-
ciissed . the whole thiug almoxi at the
top of their voices and fold each
oflter how they were going to do if
Fater a professional lady peisoner was
introduced. She promised o fix
fhings up. 1t never seemed to occur
to these people that she und her assis-
tant would probably give them awway
it the first sign of .frouble, or, at best.
blackmail the whole bunch for ihé rest
of their Jives. I do nof believe that
ladies of rank, even in 1613, were fool-
ish enough to pul themselves in the
power of perfect strangers when they
set out to poixon their husbands. This
married lady, by the way. was repeat-
edly referred fo as “fair maid.”
There were far too many “forsooth’s”
and “by wmy faiths” and “heshrew
me’s” and “e'en so0’s)” ete. I suppose
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this was intended for ‘atimosphere.
huat it merely sounded foolish: hut
the expression which appeared  the

most ridiculons was “He's as dead as
mutton.” uttered bF an educated gen-
tleman (in 16131). T paxs over sev-
eral mistakes in promunciation made
by these people of rank and fashion.
and some of  the curious  grunting
sounds made by some of the charac
{ors,

Wiy did Overbury come back to lifo
aid start having those nasly pains all
over again?  And why did he. go ou
oobbling up poison., even when he was
in prison, when he seemed to know, as
fur asg I could gather, that they were
feeding it to him?  The part of Over-
bury was easily the best portrayal of
A deadly dull evening.

Why, may one axk. can listeners not
nave modern comediex and such like.
ax they do in Australin, for instance?
If they can overcome the copyright
question there. why not in New Zea-
land?  For well over & yvear past all
steh bright, well-written plays have
been entively eut aut here.  When arce
wo feohear somwe modern plass (pre-
fernbly ocuce-net ones) by people  who
mow xometling of the art of  play-
writing 2—Counntry Bum pkin,

The Ten Per Cent.

FPHERE has been so much written

lately about the quality of musie
proandeast from 2YA  that I think a
wourd on behalf of music lovers will not
come awmiss, The supporters of popu-
lar programmes claim 90 per ceat. of
ihe listeners-in, That estimate may or
may not be correct. It doesn’t matter
But what of the other 10 per cent. who
¢laim their small proportion of good
music? It appears by the letters from
supporters of popular programimes that
rhey want popular music all the time,
and there seems to be a howl should a
“imovemeni” happen to take -up ten

_ minutes of an evening’s entertainment.

These complaints are very disturbing
to those at 2YA, who ave doing their
best to compile programmes to suib all
tagtes. The 10 per cent, of wusic lov-
or« have a claim and demand theiv two
pours of good music on one night in
every week, aud surely the other 90
per cent. will be satisfied with popular

. programmes for the rest of the week.

" We hear so little chamber musie that
2YA would be quite justified in going

b ahead,. and on that one night give us
E “movements” from light

symphonies
(Flaydn and Mozart), string quartets,
trios, sonatas, and concertos. all played
by the local musicians, who have given
us such excellent service in the past.

_put over at present.

These artists do not-get the big sums
“that one correspondent fears, but they

perform for. practically ‘the. interest

" they have -in fostering good mmsic. I
- propose that 2YA encourage these musi-.

cians to give of their best on one night

a weel of chamber music, whick will
‘he to the delight of music lovers.—10

Per Cent, (Wellington).

. Harly Morniog Broadeasts. -
I QUITE agree with “Music Lover”
{(Hawera) coancernng eatly-morn-
ing Dbroadcasts, provided, of course,
that the type of music is not the usunl
heavy eclassical rubbish fhat is- being
{ Should  this
type of music be coutinually broadeast,
then the less the stations operate the
better. ) )

If the Radio Board spent more time
wrranging  “popular” concerts  and
spent less thme in trying to “e1ush the
announcey,” we, the listeners who have
to pay, would at least Dbemefit by it

soume half-a-dozen  listemers  wrote
through your paper. concerning the
non-appearance of the names of fhe

dinner and dance music nwinbers; but
did the Board, as it is ealled, alter this
mistake? No! It still continues to
operate in the same bum-drom fash-
ion. Does the board imugine that
with coutinvance of this method of
programue conirol the number  of
licenses will continue to  Increaxe?
Now, Mr. BEditor, why are the weekly
programmes being crushed up -into half
(e previous space allotted for them?
Is it « little. move of the “red tape”
to which we are getting iccustonmed?
H8ix-Valve” (Christelavely).

[The form in which the programmes
are now published is, we think, more
altractive and more easily read. They
ocenpy  less  space  than  previously
mainly becatse of the absence of de-
tailed dinner music sessions, an omis-
<ion for which we are nol resgponsible.

-36d.] o
Persenal Touch Wanted.

A N one of the sixty odd thousund
43X Jigteners in New Zeulaud, I would
like to add my small word of protest
re the new method of announcing from
the YA stations.. According to 2
statement published in the. daily Pross
the change way made at the request
of one bhundred representative listen-
ers.

Now, Sir, I would like to know why
4 paltry bundred can dictate to over
xaventy thousand? ~ I understand that
the ban on personality applies o all
the YA stations. Although I have
consistently trmed in to 2YA ever since
he station came on the air I will
not say that I have alwuays been satis-
fied witl the fare provided. Who is?

Bat I will gay that I 2always got a «

thrill from the announcer’s cheery little 1
quips—not necessarily the extended
good-night, although it is sadly missed.

Who wants to be greeted with a brief
“Good evening” as If oune wag:some
inferior person whom the announcer
hardly cared to acknowledge?  Does
it not make one feel as if something is
migsing¥ Of course it does! What
is wanted to preface this claws of en-
tertainment iy the cheery “Good even-
ing, everybody.”  Who, having visit-
ed the radio exhibition in the Welling-
ton Town Hall can forget the reception
given fo our “Good-night man”?

It is this gentleman’s wonderful per-
sonality that has mrade him practical-
1y the most popular radio announcer in
Australasia. Qur dear friend, “By
the Way,” can run a very close second,
although all our YA and other an-

(Concluded on page 21.)
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