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the “Radio Record” we ghall in the near
future have at least one of the YA
-gtations commencing its day at 7 amq-—~

S Musle Lover” (Hawera),
. The “Good-night” Xssue.

] NOTICE that in your last issue of

“the “R.R.’ there is no further com-
ment on the loss of our good-night, ete.
Why? . Are the lsteners walting for
each .other to write or are the letters

belng “laid on the table”? I understand -

that the board are running the YA sta-
tions, which they say are owned *“by
the people, for the people.”* Now, sir,
you are, or ghould be, neutral, and the
buifer between the listeners and the
board. How can the listenérs express
thelr views of the board's policy ex.
cept throngh thelr own official organ,
the “Radio Record”? I suggest that if
a point is of importance it is up to the
“Rti.;:?.ir(}" to get a vote from the listen-
ers,% which would, or should, ecany
weifgut with the board, alse that the
numper of votes for and against be
publisiied. The elimination of all per-
sonality from broadeasting is “bosgh,”
and an éndeavour to make radio more
mechanical than it s, 'Trusting o more
able pen than fine will take the matter
up~-N.Z.21A (Hawera),

[Our columng are quite open for the
expression. of lsteners' views—¥d.]

Morse Interference.

IS it possible to obtain any relief from

the nuisince caused by Morse in-
térference with -radio reception?  Ifor
some weeks past Morse interference hus
been especially bad in this distriet, so
bad in fact that on practically every
night it is almost impossible to listen
in between 580 and 700 kilocycles,

Now that the board has taken over

- e controt of the service, it should
take steps to ahate this aggravating
nuisance to those who pay £1/10/- per
annum for a license to operate a re-
celver.—*Disgusted” (Bltham).

[The interference you complain of 18
alnost undoubtedly due to a uearby
amateur transmitting station. whose
owhner, if approached, will no doubt re-
frain from operating during broadeast
hours.—Hd.] -
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“The Favourite of the King”

~ Another De Clive Lo‘wé Success

'THEFradio play, “The Favourite of
the King,” the latest production

from the versatile pen of Dr. George
de Clive Lowe, of Auckland, gave ls-
teners a splendid picture of the in-
trigues and machinations of the cour-
tiers who controlled Ingland’s J{es-
tiniey when Jameg the Xirst was King.
Although not so good as the sams
author's- “Kirk o' Field,” this play
wag outstanding in merit, and showaz
what can be done by New Zealand
artists when play-acting in . frout of
the microphone, To produce ¢ play
on the stage is velatively a simple
matter {n comparison with its pro~
duction over the alr, Artiflelal aids
ean be brought in to assist the actor,
but radio artlsts must depend on the
voice, and the voice along, to muake
a succesg of a broadeast.
are very few artists available with
_voices suitable Tor radio. When we
are told by such an autbority as the
chief diredtor of the British Broail-
casting Company that there is only
one male voice in five thousand and
one femmule volce in seven thousand
guitable for broadeasting, one can ap-
preciate the dificulty the producer of
a radio play ix up against. Almost
_without exception this difficulty was
overcome by Mr, J. M: Clark, who
produced and directed “The Favourlte

of the King,” for each artist chosen:

in the east was of culvtunding merit

The play was highly dramgtie tn
complex, and several of ifhe scenes
were thrilling fu thelr intensity, 1he
plot of the pluy was founded on the
notorious intrigues of the Countess
of Bssex, and iy history tells ma
that the incidents of (ke play wors
truthfully portrayed by Dr. de Clive
Towe.. .

Power ang love and hate were per-
gonified by the artists who represent-
ed the various charucters in the play,
and all had ability to personify
their characters, The first act open-
ed with delightfully worded diulogue
between the Countess of Essex (Mrs
M. N. MacCallum) and her uncle,
Yord Northampton (Mr. J. M. Clark).
and listeners wete given a full out-
line of the plot in # manner which left
nothing to be desfred. Mrs. Mac(al
lum has a voice of outstanding purity,
and is wundoubledly the most ac-
artlst 1 bave yet
heard in a radio play. Mr, J. M. Clark
is known to ull listenery who tune
in to 1YA, and the sceret of his sue-
cess 1s due to the fact that he Is al-
ways natural.

Sir Thomas Overbury was the chief
character in the play, and I was en-
turalled by the manner in which Mr.
Gaston Mervale carried out hils very
difficult task. JTn the quarrel scene with
the Harl of Rochester (Mr. Allan Mac-

Aud there.

Skimming) he wis exc¢eéllent, but in

the murder seene in the Mower of Lon- .

don, Mr. Mervale rose to dramatic
heights which I have never ' before
heard from any broadeast artist.

Mr. MacSkimming hag well earned
his favoyritism with Auckland listeners,
He did much better in this play than
he did In “Kirk o' ¥eld” His voice
{1 all rahges is {ree from harshness and
artificiality. )

The charucter of Weston, the Keeper
of the Tower of London, was a diffieult

one to poriray, but it was umiost ably

done by Mr. John Brown, This is a
rew name in  Auckland broadeast
cireles, and I think that I have heard
this artist before under a different
alizs. There is nothing more difficult
to do than to keep up a change of
voice in a rendition. “Mr, Browsn" dld
this most excellently. As a loguacions
old man, with endless parrulity, hig
part was perfection. His “dead a8 muts
ton” and “dead as two muttons” were
exclamations which blended a splendld
teuch of humonr with the tragie. 'Y
would suggest to the author that more
of such plquant interludes could. bave
been brought into the play without
marring ity tragady. )

Miss Altheq Parker did very well as
Mistress Turner. She could, hoiwvever,
have done inteh better by modulating
the higher ranges of her volce. Thls
lady has a perfect contralto voice, but
occasionally iz inclined to force her
breathing, which, belng intensified at
the receiving set, ctuses a harshness
whieh the artist could obviate by cov-
vect lnhalation. If this lady pays at-
tentlon to this minor defect she will
go very far in the radio world, beeause
she hus timbre and resonance in her
voiee which are very seldom found with
the gontle sey.

The avtists who took the minor parts
all did well, and their volces wers well
chosen.  Stage-effects were brought into
the play most effectively, and were well
thought out. The only defect.I noticed
in the pluy wus an uncalled-for rust ing
of paper, as if the artists were reading”
their parts and carelessly turning over
the pages of their manuseript,

1 offer my sincere congratulations fo
the anthor, Dr, de Clive Lowe, and, on
behalf of listeners, I thunk the artists
who took part in the play for a most
eujoyable entertainment. I trust that
some of the members of the Broadenst
ing Board listened to this play. If they
did, I am sure that they were surprised
that we have such talent in our midst.
I would also suggest thut arrangement

should be made to hroadeast -the De °

Clive Lowe radio pluys at southern
centres to enable listeners generally to
appreciate what local artists can do.
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