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Fire of Criticism

Board Attacked

T has not taken long for the Broad-
_ casting Board to come under the
fire of criticism. A correspondent in
a Wellington paper attacks the board
for its alleged failuve to improve the
programmes of 2YA. He emphasises

that “there Is not the slightest doubt’

that radio enthusiasts lived in great
anticipation of better programmes on
2YA’s re-birth,” and he proceeds to
state his case, his main contention be-
ing that 2YA persists In “broadcasting

. almost tuneless alrg night after night—

{
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compositions, a few admittedly good,
that were composed nearly thousands of
years ago!l”

w. The letter drew replies from & bat-
tery of four guns the following night.
The writer was taken to book by one
eorrespondent, concerning his musical
knowledge. The second, commiserat-
ing with 2YA. for “getting it in the neck
again,” callg for fair play. The third
correspondent aiso defended the board.

In the course of his letter he sald:
“In less than a fortnight of the board
taking over control it is subjected to a
tirade about the ‘type of stuif’ put over
from 2YA. The critie is evidenily one
of those who expected the board to
usher in the broadcasting millenninm in
New Zealand. I don’t think the board
has ever made any statement that even
suggested it was going to revolutionise
broadeasting. The Government did not
take over the service with that purpose

" in view. The board is in the position

of trustees for the listeners. If too
much I8 expected of the new control it
is due to the wild statements and prom-
ises made by those who opposed the
previous control. But I say emphatic-
ally that 2YA programmes have improv-
ed since January 1, 1982, and 2YA. lis-
teners in general will bedar me out. It is
well known that the board has been
working under exireme difficulties, and
it is greatly to its credit that any im-
provements at all should be noticeable.
Personally, ¥ don’t expect any rapid—
or any very great—improvement in the
service, and neither would ‘Radio’ if
he were falr-minded angd unbiased.”
The fourth writer also contended that
the programmes had been Improved,
forcefully pointing to and applanding
the board’'s action in substituting a re-
porded programme for the “interna-

p tjfonal Yankee matter.”

Experimental Television
Station

THE television station which the

National Broadeasting Company
of America is building at the top of
the Empire State Building in New
York, 1250 feet above the street, is
expected to be ready shortly. It is

proposed to use ultra-ghort waves in

the initial tests, and a number of re-
celving stations will be established in
the metropolitan area for observation
purposes. - If is hoped by those in
charge of the work that Viadimir
Zworykin's’ new cathode ray reeeiver
will be reasdy by the time the gtation
omuiences i initial tests.
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Robert Burns anwiversary programmes will
& be broadcast from 2YA by the

Caledonian Society

from 3YA by the
Christchurch Municipal Band
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and assisting artists

% on Monday, January 25.
} and from 1YA by the
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Caledonian Concert Party
ﬁ on Tuesday, January 26.
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“Oliver Cromwell”

B e

2YA Broadcast Applauded

THE recent broadecast programme of

“Oliver Cromwell” by Mr. Victor
Lloyd and his company met with
widespread appreeciation. The pro-
ducer and 2YA have Foeeived letters
from all parts of New Zealand, as well
as many telephore messages on the
evening of the performance.

A Hawera listener wrote:—"The
play ‘Oliver Cromwell’ has just con-
cluded, and the writer feels that it is
only just that an appreciation should
be given where it is due. 'The play
was very much enjoyed in our house,
and were it not for the interruption
cauged by the relay from the Ninety
Mile Beach, time would have ceased to
exist from 8 o’clock till the end of the
play.
give you their appreciation and that
as a result we will be favoured with
more plays of a like nature in the
fature.” )

From Napier :—*1 wish to express a
radio listener's appreciztion of the ex-
cellent performance of ‘Oliver Crom-
well’ broadcast by your station last
night. I was ligtening-in with four
others and we were completely thrilled
with the performance from beginning
to end. The reception was very good
and we hardly missed a word., Fach
member of the cast was. extremely
good and there was no difficulty in
distingnishing the various’ speakers.
Personally, { have never enjoyed a
radio programme more.'” .

Christchureh (—“Plesge congratulate
the producer of ‘Ollver Cromwaell’ fov

We hope that many others will T

me for his very excellent producticn.
The parts were well sustained and the
property effects were splendidly efiec-
tive. I thoroughly enjoyed the whole
performance and others also have ex-
pressed their appreciation.”

A reverse opinion :—*“Can you imag-
ine a tired businessman listening-in to
‘Qliver Cromwell’? I will guarantee not
5 per cent, of radios were on Welling-
ton last night. Why not put on re-
cords in place of the weird walilings in
Mastern music of the Orchestra and
Orchestrina? They only make ‘static’
a pleasure.”

A DX Achievement

2ZI Heard in New York

—race——

HAT station 271, Hastings, eonld be
heard in New York would at first

seem an impossibility, yet a letter for

verification has been received from a
Hstener in Brooklyn, New York. The
letter reads: “This morning 1 believe
Y heard your station at 5.30 a.m., E.8.T.
I understood the announcer to say
‘Good-night Waltz,” but it commenced
with what I believe was the ‘Last Post.’
The station faded out at this point.”

After making due inquiry as to time.
ete., it was found that the report was
corvect in every particular,

Credit for this remsarkable perform-
ance ig due undoubtedly to the engineer
and operafor of the station, Mr, Paul
Barcham, while, on the reception end,
no Httle credit is due to Mr. Halpem,

Gradual Improvements

B

- Policy of the Board

B

N preparation for the efficient come
duct and probable new develops
ments in the New Zealand broadcaste
ing service, the Broadcasting Board
is laying sound foundations. As has
previously been stated by the chairman
of the board, Mr. ¥. D. Vickery, no
sudden changes in the exigting service
need be expected. The board, which
came into existence only a few weeks
ago, is content with a slow but sure
policy. It is evident, however, tha$
plans for the future are being carefully
laid.

Prominent Novelist

Views on Broadcastiﬁg

’;‘I R, H. G. WELLS, who iz now om
A% g lecture tour of the United
States, has had some interesting
things to say to the American Preas
on broadeasting, and the evolution of
his own ideas on the subject. Four
years ago Mr. Wells said that “the
whole broadeasting industry will dry
up” and that at best the microphone
and londspeaker had the future of
“erogsword puzzles and ©Oxford {rous-
ers—very trivial indeed.” Since then,
hig experiences with the English rather
than with the American method have
brought about his complete reconcilia-
tion to radio. He smilingly admitted
to reporters who interviewed him that
it was “about time he climbed down.”

He drew a comparison between the
Inglish and American systems of
broadcasting, his comments being
prompted by a network broadeast
which he made recently. “Y  was
obliged to speak in a2 room thai was
not soundproof,” he said. “The mfe-
rophope was jammed like a muzzle
against my mouth. It was even pro-
posed that while speaking X should be
subjected to the intense heat and light
from powerful lamps necessary to the
exposure of a talkie or motion-picture
film. At the same time, to increase the
nnrest of both me and my talk, an
audience of newspaper reporters wag
being introduced. Doing this sort of
thing in the studio destroys all the dis-
tinctive possessions of the radlo. ¥t
irritates even the most experienced
speaker.

“We have learned In London that the
programime is the essential thing. In
addressing radio listeners words must
be spoken in the manmer of a quiet
talk with a friend in the room. Hvery-
thing is done at the Savoy Hill studios -
to create the atmosphere which I have
likened to & quiet conversation. One
is able to prepare the talk exactly as
to time and deliver it under the most
favourable conditions; at the receiving
end the effect on the listener Is ex-
actly the same—like a friendly person
talking in the room with the hearer.
Thig is the effect we alwaye try fo
achieve.,”

KNOW the time all over the world
with a ’
DX Clock.
P?osted in Cardboard Tube, Price Bd.
Write “Radio Becord,” Box 1082,
Welllnghon,



