R hcmes afford a deﬁnite proof that, ha

* hearts fill with joy.

_ what we were going to have for Christ |
.mas, and it seems as though one of }ong*
gaood |

&pew the joy of giving.
* to you is that you will have the same |
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36 1m0t beew for the Smith family the
7 ,u‘.id have beén many empty cupboard
‘ Wellington on Christwas Day.

i Ite&d gome of the typical cases: R
5TH was a gxeat pleasure to see the |- -

whildren’ opening their stockings and

Hift out-ench toy, and to see their Jittle”
Mo see them wonld |

have done all the Smith family good.
15 will be the first good day's meal we

‘fhave had for many months.”

C'UWe were at our wits’ end to know

family heard our wish for a

Christmas dinner. ‘We thank you.”

""We think it was very thoughtful of
you including the smokes for Pop. He.|
ugnally gets ‘nothing -at all’ as the

sdng goes.”

%A my husband is on velief V»m&’: v
you may know how worried I wus, es- |

pecially as we are in arrears with the

¥ent, which I iry not to worry about at |
We are pleased to say we

Ohrxstmas. .
have not always. been in Poverty Street,
wnd when we lived in Sunshine Road wo
Qur best wish

aoy ont of glvm as we did at receiving

in ‘our hour of need.” )
A9 1 eould only get work—IL tramp

aboui. every day—but no good. During
shristmas week I was en relief works i

ithe conntry, and last week I was h]d_‘

geide with a recurrence of svar gas.”

~Hach “Goodfellow” was asked to

make a. report on the case he had at-

gendecl and many of these unfold a griw
story of poverty and distress.

. #She ig employed cleaning offices tr om
# to 7 aum., and after paying lier rent
has 9/6 a ‘week to live on. She is a
hard-working woman, and is anxious to
get further work at cleaving, and scrub-
ping and washing.”

They were now pennitess and with-

vt food for the morrow. Bmith's help
¥was very gratefully aecepted in  the
spirit in which it was offered.”
" *“The money earned by the hnsband,
f relief worker, and the few shillings
earned hy the daughter, aged seventeeu,
had to feed ten mouths, including o baby
of six monthg”

“Tt is evident that there are sfill
plenty of people about who do give 4
thought to the other fellow. 1t mevely
néeds the galvanic spurk to set it
"'Olllg 33

1#The reom into which we were in-
vited was barely furnished, and ian at-
m()sphele of poverty and bleakness huug
over it, Every Lhmg wis cleun and tidy,

apd I am sure the family needs adl the !

help that can be givew.”

¢ called upon the family nominated |

‘and provided them with a Christmas

dinner. A side of lumb, toys, and &
onth’s supply of groceries. There
ere eight in the family.”

“Mhe house was properiy clean, the
garden exceptionally tidy, and the kidl-
dies were ali bright, und appeared to
be well fed, I fear by the personal sac-
rifice of the mother. T did not see the
‘husband, but somehow gained the Im-
pression that the mother was carryinyg
the bulk of the load. Altogether they
were ordinary decent people, who are
having 4 bad spin” :

) The Yutuve, .

LPHOUGH the Smith Family was

brought into being solely for the
purnpose of providing Christmasg cliecr,
.the valuable experience gnrined by
those associated with the movement,
and its value to avy community, as
proved by the results of its eight years’
getivities in Australia, lead ivevitably

- “Breaking the Ice”
" .'anighft ‘Comedy from 2YA

"NE‘.XT Tﬁursday, Januaxy 21, a bright one-act comedy, ‘‘Breaking the
" noted elocutionist. Theré are only two parts. Captain Selby

played by Clement May: himself, and Miss Margaret Martin, of"
" Towers, by Ragnhilde Mée. The story runs as follows:—

will be
‘Martin

The lady 1s running away from home to avoid meeting a would-be
suitor whoms she has never seen, and to whom her father has promised her

. hand. She is on her way to her grandmother's when she is overtaken by
1 snowstorm and she is forced to seek shelter at a wayside inn. There is
only one sitting-room and this she is compelled to share with an unknown
man, though they arec separated by a screen dividing the room, She
naturally wonders what her neighbour is like, and presuming for no spe-
_cial reason that he must be old, she draws his portrait on the screen with

lce,” by Thomas, will be produced from 2YA by Clement May, the

_some chalk she finds at hand.

he is actually doing.

that

Clement May

He also is rather curious as to the lady's
identity, and he would be otily too pleased to make her acquaintance, it
_ only because the fireplace is on her side of the room.
3 Being-at a loss to find something to do, Sclby admires himself in a
- mirror and discourses on his own heauty.
and becomes both interested and amused.
~ looks over the screen, breakmg into a fit of laughtér when she sees what
He is naturally very embarrassed.
screen is removed and the two occupy the warmer portion of the room.

v She tells the story of how she came to be on the road, and how the
% storm forceéd her to seck shelter at the inn.

the same position, for his people also want
him to marry a woman he has never seen.

Selby eventually makes
lady and she, to tfy him, suggests he goes
into the snow to gather holly.
some show of reluctance
While putting on his overcoat,
he drops a lady’s glove, which she finds
aftsr he has gone, and she concludes that
it belongs to another woman in whom
he is interested.

The lady overhears his eulogy
She finally mounts a chair and

Finally the

She is surpnsec[ aIso to find
gentleman is  in  exactly

the

love to the

After
hé consents.
however,

~+ On his return she confronts
him and accuses him of being

in. love with someone else
while making love to her.
Aflter some explanation she

finally discovers he is actual]y
the man she has been running
away from and to whom her
father has promised her hand,
They finally agree
that it would be
well for them to

drive to Martin
Towers and ob-
tain abseclution
{from their par-
ents ~-- a very
satisfying solution
to a charming
piece of comedy
work.

to the conclugion {hat the movement
should. be organised on & permanent
basis,

The “Sinith Family,” it is uu reeested,
chall act as a clearivg-house for the
various relief organisations and chari-
table societies. 'These socleties will re-
tain their present identity and cprry
on the good work being done by them,
hut all relief work will be co-ordinated
and earrvied on through the central
office of the Smith Fainily. This will
obviate overlapping of activities, and
will ensure that accurate records are
kept of all cases of disiress and full
investigation made of all cases rve-
ported, or applying for assistance. The
sith Family, being 2 permanent or-

ganisation, and having the henefit of

the Australian organisation’s experi-
ence, will, subject to approval, injtiate
various activities from time to time.

With & view to co-ordinating the
various relief activities in and around
Wellington, it is proposed to invite re-
presentatives of the various relief or-
ganigations to attend a conference at
an early date, when detniled proposals
will be placed Dbefore them.

It is prapoused to appoint & full-time
secretary to;attend. to the organisation
and carrying-on of the movement, and
to install & comprehensive system (o
ensure an adequate check on all cases
dealt with, ... .

Sub-seetions. of the movement will in-
- ¢lude the following auxiliaries:— i

Medical Section—Flonorary physici an 'ﬂ
who will attend to families requiring -
medical or suigical treatment. Where
necessary, the Smith Family will pro-
vide becessary ireatment. )

Dental Section.—Honorary dentists -
will be enrolled, who will attend to

cases vequiring dental treatment, stch
treatment being provided by the Smlth

- KHamily.

Optical Section. —Where glasses or
treatment are recommended by the
medieal section, honorary opticians
will supply these to the order of the
Smith Family.

Legal  Section.-—Hxperience  has
shown that in many cases deserving
people have been victimised by wun=~
serupulous money-lenders, aud certain
hire-purehase trading concerns, owi
to their inability to pay for legsi
viee and protection. Where cases
this nature are Dbrought beéfore the
Smith Family, honorary solicitors will
ndvise on the matter and the Family
will take the necessary action to en-
sure that no deserving family i8
robbed of its rights.

Clothing Section.—This section will
attend. to the collecetion of clothing,
¢te., and arrangements will Be made
for its digtribution to necessitous fami-
lies.

Transport Section.—Ionorary ear-
rlers in various districts will be en-
folled who will collect or dellver goods.

¥Young Smiths Sectlon.—~Boy Scouts
and children will he envolled in 2 spe-
cial  “Young Smiths” organisation,
their funetion being to assist poor (*hild«/
ren in various ways outlined by the
Bmith Family.

A special sclheme is being developed
to asgsist ip finding  employment for
men, women, boys and girls,

Those who have been associated with
the Smith ¥Family in its work to date
have expressed. their willingness to
continue their assistance and Cco-opera-
tien, and “Mr. Smith.” who has had
actual experience of {he movement in
Australiz, iz prepared Lo earry on in
an honorvary apd supevviging capacity
it the wovement is placed on a per-
manént basig,

. Radio J oftilags

o

CLEMBZ\T MAY, elocutionist ¥
Dickensian uctor, hias been eng
ed to present a programme at 2YA on¥
Haturday, Webruary 6, marking the an-
niversary ot the birth of the famous
author. Reenes from “Tale of Two Cit-
fog,” “Oliver Twist,” and “The Oit
Curlosity Shop” will be presented un-
der the d,irectiou of Mr. May, who wiil
ulso por{ray the churacters of Uriah
Heep, Danlel Peggotty, Wilking MI-
cawber, and Nell’'s Grandfather.

MRS. JOHEN MASTINGS was intro-
duced to 2VA listeners last Tues-
day evening, Jamuary 19, when shs%}"
presented musical sketohes, Thig tal-
ented entertainer, as ~Miss = Lynda
Murphy, was a very populur perforw-
er on the amateur stage in Auckland,
and she will be an acquisition to tha
roll of radio performers in Weilington.



