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Germany, Great Britain and Ifaly in
January last; a resolution endorsed by
23 other Buropean foreign. Ministers
and representatives’ of four other
“Huropean States, favoured the liberal
“principle. It asserted that the econo-
aie recovery of the world was hind-
ered by widespread political anxiety
and that the best service they eoulll
render toward meeting the economic
pogition. is the firm assurance of
Huropean peace. “We therefore de-
" glare,” they said, “as foreign Ministers
" or responsible represemtatives ~ of
Ruropean Stutes that we arve resolutely
determined to use the machinery of
the League to prevent any resort (o
wiolence.” .

This resolution suggests a brief re-
ference to the connection between
economic conditions and the function-
ing of the League. 'The current severe
depression from this point of view has
infiuences for good and evil, On the
good side—it increases international
meetings in the effort to find a solu
tion; it brings nations togelher
(Czecho-Slovakia and Hungary); it
gives a new stimulus to the reduction
of armaments; on the other hand, it
bas most unhappy political effect~
which have been abundantly illu
trated by the events of this yedr when
the temper of the peoples have been
darkened by the economic gloom; fea:
of disaster and of loss of prestige in-
creases in times of depression : politici
dangers are exaggerated in the public
mind; there is a lack of confidence. «f
trust in the future, and a positive sux
picion of otlier countries.

This latfer inereases internationa
frietion through the aggravation of
economic nationalism; a country i~
only too eager to adopt tariffs and
other devices disceriminating against
other countries (in 1930 and 1931 there
were many and imporltant  tariff
changes and they were generally in an
upward direction). Depression always
disturbs the politicat wituation o
countries—discontent finds expression
in change of Governments and lats
feeds vpon the disillusion that usuali
follows fast upor suech changes; and
measures are taken in haste that often
lead to quarrels with other countries
This year of 1931 in which the tem-
per of the peoples has been dominate:d
by the depression has cxhibited a!?
these features in strong relief.

. Up to August there were hopehu
signs that the polilieal gituriion
Europe was improving—opinion symn-
pathetic with the spirit of the Locaria
treaties and the Paet of Tariz was
growing in most countries: responsihle
Huropean statesmen were developing
a habit of close and nalmost constani

contact with one another at Genevy,
where there was a wholesome anxiety
visible in the discussion of recent events
and apparently genuine. efforts  to
avoid provocative action, This was due
largely to M. Briand and the leader-
ship of Great Britain, The reputation
of Mr. Henderson grew as the year
advanced. - . .

Politically the Iranco-German proi-
lem is the most central of BEuropear

problems.. Mr. Troup has nlready spok-

en of this, Last year the success of
the Hitler party in Germany was duz
largely to the discontent of the young
men with the economic situation and
the outlook for the future; they were
fletermined they would not be bound
down by the tering of a peace unjust
and impossible of fulfilment.

The evacuation of the Rhineland

[{five years before the due date) had

a twofold effect within Germany—it
stimulated and intensified the nation-
alist gpirit and on the other hand the
political (ifferences which had been
put in the background in the presence
of the common cnemy began again to
divide the people. The growth of Ger-
man nationalism stiffened up France
and her resolve to persist in her policy
of dependence on troops and alliances

Asg the year progressed the. Briand

policy of conciliation and genuy
ine  utilisation of the Leagne
weakened. France clearly aimed a

rhe military predominance of herselt
and her alliex; she had felt herself de
serted hy U.8.A. and Greal- Britaiu
after the peace, and, the League having

.no force at its command, she had de-

cided to police Wurope herself. That
military predominance she has recenf
Iy increased, as we shall see later, Tn
offect, she succeeded in isolating Ger
many by using the old methods of dip
lemaey, and on oceaxions the League
wlhen it sonld serve her ends. The new
iden of nn international government
for Rarope, which seems the only
means of safeguarding Western eivi
‘ivation, is in danger of being over
Jadowed by the old idea of the dom
nation of a group of Powers subservi-
ent to one. The French believe that
‘he only veal alternative to their own
upremacy is the supremacy of Ger-
many and her allies. They demand
~ecurity not only againsr invasion, but
~aaingt any alteration of the itrearies
hy foree.

Germany demands equality in arma-
ments and a revizion of the terms of
e peace.  As one writer says:

“We ought to be mueh more surprised
-Lan we are that a (ferman revolution
ix again staved off. No people are so
inw-ahiding or so patienf. ‘When the
hiztory of the last twelve years comes
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German hostility—war,

te be written we shall see that the

central tragedy has been the failure

to-make use of the pacific mood of post-

war Germany. For years after the
war Germany was not only disarmed,.
but she did not want to re-arm. The
Hohenzollerns, the Junkers, the whole
paraphernalia of Prussian militarism,
svere utferly discredited, and if the
Allies had made a different use of their
vietory, the endless chain of Franco-
revenge, and
revenge - again—would have been
broken, .

: Sﬁrprisé Items

»

N order to avoid undae uni-
formity, we hear that a
policy of oceasional suvprise items
is to be adopted from Station
3VA. This will be by way of
expériment in order fo determine
the appeal made to listeners, The
first surprise item will be given
on February 1.

“The German universities were filled
vith sincere pacifists, anxlous not for
‘evanche, but for a new kind of under
«randing, a new kind of Wurope. Sen-
‘mentalists, if one cares to call them
0, they had believed in Wilson's terms.
hey had accepted the Leagne idea.

“It would be idle to pretend ~hat the
«ime spirit prevails among young men
nd women in Germany to-day. How
could it? The astonishing thing s that
't has lasted so lomg ax It has and that

is not yet dead.

“1Mrst, there were the crushing hue
yiliations of Versailles, bhased on the

. bvious lie that the whole “war guilt”
was on Germany’s shoulders, the sur-
render of (Jerman- territory, east and
west, the loss of her colonies, 'Then
followed the black troops on the Rhine
~the kind of savage incident that the
aggressor thinks trivial and that the
pumiliated nation never forgets. Then
the invasion of the Ruhr, the contimu-
ons struggle over 1'epa‘x'ﬁt»ions. and the
running: sore of the Polish corridor,
the opposition to. German entry into
rhe Leoagne—was any opportunity miss
od to outrage German pride and evoke
(ferman nationalism to make pacificism
impossible and lo recreate the spirii
thai awoke in Germany more than 2
contury ago after the disaster of Jena?”

Solution by Feree.

3 her cludms are not conxitdered and
some pacific means of revision de-
vised, there I3 no doubt that Germany
will abandon the leugue as a sham
and try to flnd a solution by force

We must agree with a writer in
“IThe Round Table” of September,
who says that “to attempl to keep
Germany in the strali~waisteoat,
politieal, economie and military, in
which she has been confined since
1918, is to lay the foundalions for
another world war.”

He describes. the growth of condi-
{iong that seem to show it is only a
question of time until the eifectiveness
of the French alliance system is neu-
tralised and even out-matched, and
notes the growing opinlon in France
itself “that, even from the narrow
standpoint of the sccurity of Irance,
Poland, and the Tittle Entente, no less
than from the wider <tandpoint of the
League of Nations, :

imay take a fatal plunge. has

‘lin¥’s speeches reported these last few:

the right policy is to aim at some
moderate scheme of revision in so .-
far as. the peace treaties are con-
eerned and at the same time to earry
all-round disarmament sufficiently far
as to render - it impossible for any
pation to invade ifs neighbours of
comparable size with any -hopes of
suceess,

and fo make the co-operative mschin-
ery of the League of Nations for the
settlement of disputes and the pre-
vention of war really effective.”

Since this was written France has
greatly inereased her ‘ascendancy, but
on the other hand- the feeling that
Europe is on the edge of a precipice and
been
enormously intensified by the evenis of
the last few weeks, and is evidently
spreading in France. -

Ttaly would probably welcome an
international pacific settlement; the
action of Grandi at the recent Assemb-
1y session in proposing a temporary 12
months’ armament- truce and Musso

days are symptomatic. And the
U,S.A., though determined to remain
outside the Ruropean political struc-
tare, has co-operated with the League
in many ways, knows that the preser-
vation of world peace is essential for
her interests, and is using her financial
control as a lever to help on HEuropean
disarmament. . Over the Manchurian
question, her influence has undoubted-
ly heen exercised in the direetion of
peace in co-operation with the League.
Russia is too busy with internal de-
velopment to spare effort toward na-
tional aggrandisement, and would wel-
come disarmament, probably for more
reasons than her Tear of attack by the
capitalist Powers,

Events of 1931,

IS there spice to glance at a few of
the details of the calendar of

‘avents in 19817

In January there was an interna-
tional conference at Paris concerning
the drain of gold to France; this show-
ed the developing consciousness that
international co-operation is necessary
to tide over an economic crisis of that
nature. The oppressive treatment of
racial minorities hy Poland was the
subject ot German and Rugsian pro-
tests and snhsequent resolutions hy the

League,
In Rebruary, Lhe tension between
IFrance and Italy tightened; France,

«uspicions of Italy. increased her naval
cxpendifure; there was gome fear of 2
German-Italian alliance to which Bul-
garvia, Hungary, and even Russia might
adhere. In Germany fhe Hitler Parviy, !
seceded from Parlinment and
were signs of a decline in their power. "
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