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French Hammer—
German Anvil

—

(Continued from page 11.)
pacifists arve rather few. "There is
00 need to lwing thiem together for
-agreement. It is the more or less con-
vinced patriots who benefit most from
. these experiences, and very striking
changes are wrought in the outlook of
many of them,

The Rubhy Problems,

TILL the 19th century, both countries

were economically almost  gelf-
cottained. - But the discevery of coal
and iron in a lelt traversing, in de-
fianve of froutiers, first Belgium, then
Northern Trance, the German Rubr
Valley, Luxembourg, Lorraine and Al-
sace hay made the heavy industries of
that region virtually one.

“Phe hig industrialists have been far
alkead of the peliticiansg in their per-
ception of the need for unity, aund had
formed a syndicate on internitional
lines in 1925, when political relations
were most strained. Till the Gredt
War, France was not nearly on a par
with Gefmany as an industrial power
in Huarope. Two facters have con-
tributed to make ber so: First, in the
peace treaty with Germany and the
other vanquished powers, she inserted
& clause ensuring for herself treat-
ment equal to that of the most favour-
ed nation. . ’

Secondly, when Germany fell short
in her payments of reparations, she
had already virtually rebuilt on mod-
ern -lines France's northern industrial
region, ‘and to make good a deficiency
of only 1.5 per cent. in the reparation
payments, France was able to seize and
paralyse the key German industrvies of
the Ruhr.
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Later, when the value- of these in-
dusgtries deprecianled with the fall of
the mark, many  ¥French industrial
magnales were able to acquire large
interests in the German concerns
threatened with bankruptey. “When,
or if, business returns to normal, Ger-
many can secarcely help reaping  the
lion’s share of the industrial direction
of the Continent. But Irance ecan
hardly  slip back to self-sufficiency
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DX Programmes

Large numbers of DX'ers
througaout America, and especiy
«ily those living near the Fueslice
Coast, listened in o the speciat 2
programme broadcast by 2XA at =
‘the request of The Kouand the 2
Worid DX Club on Saturday,
Qctober 17, The Broadeasting
Company has reccived a very
large number of letters from
American listeners who heard
2YA on this occasion. The event
£ was well advertised throughout
£ ithe Btates, both in the papers
z and over the air, and many an
enthuoiastic dx'er must have sai
up all night trying to pick up the
Wellingion siaiion, Many of the
correspendents have been greatly
struek by the faet when they
were on io 2XA at 3 aam.
2YA appropriately played “Three
O'Cloek i the Morning.”

By arcangement with the New =
Zealand secretary of The Round
the World DX Club, Mr. Spence
Kliis, of Glato, Taranaki, special
dance programmes were broad-
cast by 1YA Auckland. and &YA
Christehurch, on December 10 and
16 respectively, for the benefit
of dxers on the other side of the
Pacific,
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again, and the destinigs of the two
countries economically must remain
Tairly closely interwoven.

Alsace Lorraine.

T iy most interesting to see how in-
ternal conditions in Germany affect
France, and, to yome extent, French
conditions react on Germany. Germany
has carried out a thoroughgoing policy
of industrialisation, and, since the war,
tempered the harsh conditivns of life
and work of the masses by much social
legislation, raising wages, supplying in-
surance and unemployment relief on
the highest scale. France, less indus
trialised, is following suit very slowiy.
"The recaptured provinces of Alsace and
Lorraine are far ahead of the rest of
the country in this respect, owing o
their German administration.

Political Forces.
Ix Germany, however, the industrial

system is strained almost to breaw-|

ing point, and the great industrialists,
between closing markets, rising prodne-
tion costs, and growing discontent «f
the workers, do not know where to tur=a.

It is ot necessary to waste any sym-
pathy on them; they have a knack of
getting out of sueh diffieulties, whoever
else does not. 'What is important is
the means they choose to combat the
Reds of all shadeg, whom they recog-
nise as their chief enemies. They sub-
sidise the nationalistic forces, symbol-
ised rather than led by the adventurer
Adolf Hitler, that they may be a thorn
in the side of the Communists, In this
they certainly succeed ; but they do not
stop there. )

They make wild gestures on the
Muyssolini model against France, against

Poland, and the other clients of France,
they talk about “storm’ troops” aml
“revenge,” and in the hectic rush for
recruits among the new poor and the
discontented they can outbid the Com-
munists, for they have so much more
money at their disposal. But their
aetivities are looked at askance across
the border, where they raise much dis-
quiet,

And thus, while the nationalist Ger-
mygus are called inte being to wateh
the Communists, the Nationalist French
are organised to keep the Nationalist
Germaus af bay. If they confined them-
selves to their . occusional violeat
crimes and outbreaks, and to dispens-
ing abundance of east wind for the
pu.ric belly, the results would be tol-
erap’y bad. But the extreme Nationai-
isls i each side have a preponderating
1y in politics, and becuuse of the fan-
cied or real mennce of Communiym,
each Government imagines, rightly or
wrongly, that their best course lies in
bolstering up these so-ealled “patriots.”

Stramed Relatienships.

THHIS gives us the clue to the man

political  relations  bebween the
countries since fthe war. They ave
wore strained at present.  probubly,
than at any time since the oceupation
of the Rubhr, Briand, whe seemed un
shakable us Ivench Ioreign Minister,
has lost a great deal of ground in his
own conntry, and the coneciliation poli-
cy eluborated by him and the lute Dr.
Stresseman is being less and lewg fol-
lowed, both in France and in Germany.
The policy is just as sound as ever, but
the accession to greater power of the
right-wing nationalists in bolk  coun-
tries has vitiated it.

The French Parlinment senses a4 na-
tionalistic¢ revival in the electorates,
aud the elections are due to  take
place next Blay. In the meantime
the members lose no opportunity of
stressing the “gacred and inalienable
right” of ¥rance to full reparations,
the need for watehfulness lest Ger-
mitay shonld re-arm, and the determin-
ation of France fo control all at-
tempts at unifying Xurope.

At the debates during the past year.
when such questions as the Hoover
plan, the I'rencl dreadunought to venly
to the German “pocket Lattleship,” and
the Austro-German Customs Uniown.
Briand has sat absolutely dumb,
though he xeemed clearly the man most
fitted to give a lead. His canse
was lost before the debate hegan, De-
ciuse of Governmental commitments
to the extremists. But the Govern-
ment would never have listened to the
nationalists, had not their opposite

numbers in Germany been going to
more and more violent and threaten-
ing lengths. Meanwhile, TFurcpean
union, which all the Continent urgent-
Iy needs, is languigshing, Germany is
geographically and econcmically muark-
ed out to be the keystone of such ‘a
union; but psychologically she ig quife
unfitted ; she creates apprehension jin
stead of confidence. France liag nmot
the situation, nor the organising atil-
ity to carry through a move of that
sort, but lier prestige among the lesser
powers of Burope gives her a valuabie
eax] to play.

Single-handed, mneither of them can
achieve what William II and Charle-
magne on the one hand, and Napolcon
and Louis XIV on the other, dreamed
of and failed permanently to effect,
Perhaps, while ¥rance and Germany
are blinded by the dust of tleir own
dispute, the grandiose <descendant of
Julius Caesar, or the newetr godsons
of Peter the Greal and Lenin, willy
make their dreams a reality.

But it is not yet too late for the
moderate elements on ench side of the
Rhine to join forces, and, after taking
in  hand those primiftive = elements
among them that have been left un-
touched by the onward sweep of lib-
eral ideas, or debased Ly war and pri-
vation, follow out a policy of forward-
tooking co-operation for, the good of
Lurope and the world.

There is also the hope that the cap-
taing of industry will realise that their
interests do mot lie in the direction
taken by the extremists whom they
secretly support, Most of all, per-
haps, we can take hope from the many
individuals who have crossed the fron-
tiers, mental ag well as geographical,
and scen .and felt for themselves whut
the poswibilities of reconciliation wve,
Six months before the Hoover Flan
wasg proposed, a young Krenchman, a
returned soldier who had travelled in
xermany, proposed in a weekly review
a plan very similar to Hoover's own,

It was not accepted, but the initin-
tive was there, and others may be bold
to carry on, where present leaders are
timorous. The words of another lead-
cr, of the new world, have special sig-
nificance for the old: “We are not
enemieg, but friends. The golden
chords of memory, reaching back from.
every battlefield to every lheart and
hearthstone in this vast continent will
yet swell the chorus of union, when
breathed upon, as surely they will be by’
the better angels of our nature.’”

KNOW the. time all over the world
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DX  Clock.
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