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Jottings

J¥ “The Roaq” Mr. Warwick Deep-

ing develops his theme after his
o well-known faghion, Yery in-
¢@Bous and convincing are the gnr-
G¥Plr with his sensitive spirit; the
proud, shy girl who plays & large part
in his life, her eunergetic mother wlo
makes so gallant a stund to keep the
Mill House tea gurdens goings, aud
her sister, the downright Rhoda. The
great road that winds jts way past
their doors is an integral part of their
lives, and finailly the clattering cars
that pass up and down spell tragedy
for Rachel and the life she might have
lived; for an aceident leaves her maim-
ed and belpless. Mr. Deeping paints
the interwoven reactions of the spiri-
tual and material factors of his tale,
which will add to Lis-alveady estab-
lighed literary replltation.
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ARTHUR LAMBTOX is a well-
known collafor of notable events
in the history of crime, aud his latest
cffort in this divection entitled “Cuuses
(Celebre” is an enthralling successoy to
“Thou Shalt Do No Murder,” for {hose
interested in that particular aspect of
the psychology of the race. In the
selection made by the clhironicler, {here
is g wealth of detail and a copvineing
method of recounting the case for and
against the protagouists that fascin-
ate attention. The hreaking of the
moral code is not confined to what is
ftnown us the lower class, and in D
Lambtow’s little list figure historical
personages who loomed large in the
society of their day:’the Marquise do
Bhinvilliers, Count Konigsmarl, the
Puc du Choiseul, and the Duchess of
Kingston,  Another section gives the
history of mauny unsolvable crimey,
among them the Great Coram Strect
and DBurton Crescent mysteries, This
is,a book fhat will orove singularly
aguring to those interested—and they
Mo many-—in the seamier side of tife,
[ ] Ed ”

THE late Sir Hall Caine has lelt ma-

terial for a Life of Christ, "o this
he devoted many years of his leng life,
and has left innumerable manuscripts
and notes in velation to what he cou-
gidered would be bhis maguum opus.
Unfortunately his life ended before he
put his collated data into book form,
and this work has Deen undertaken hy
representatives of the late writer, who
in his litetime devoted a never-faltering
industry to the great biography in
which his heart was bound ap. Study
of Biblical history was the great em-
thusiasm of; the mind. and heart of the
accomplished - povelist,. and it may be
taken for granted that all classes of
thinkers, be they inside or outside the
pale of the church, will be keeuly in-
terested in the Dook when eventually
it is published.
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"By “ John O’Dreams”

Prize Poem Competition

THE prize of Lalf a guinea in the current comwetition is awarded to

AL, for the poem entitled “Age,” which hymns trinmphaut faith in

fitting metrical form. Selected for special mention is MIPMs “Picture of

a Dalry,” a poem of distinction by reason of apparent simplicity of treai-

ment and an impression of pellucid shadow aund shine.

“Haughton Bay”? is Leld for further consideration,

“Tolegy”: Good work, with admirable sureness of touch. indicating flair of
its anthor for poetry of the elegaic variety. We thank our new cou-
tributor for pleasant accompanying note. <

“Smilax’: The spivitual conception and skilful treatment of “Courage”
appeal, and we like the lilting song to happiness, and sensitive response
to beaunty apparent in paean to our Jovely land. Thanks for suggestion
regarding second sheaf; we will avail ourselves of this kind permission,
and welcome xo intelligent a newcomer,

“anpbidrite”: Modern impressionistic treatment of o vampirie theme.

OJIE s Thanks for all you say-—inferesting in the extreme. We'd like lo
read the “Homeland” peem some day.

CUDreoamner's Quest” is instinet with the charm one finds in the work of its

author, )

LI sends a bird song, aud a sweet one.
stringent. .

“YWild Ttoxe” sends genlle lay of the bushland, which Dbrealhoes Lragrunce of
nuniarnished yontl, )

B.E000., an oplimist, sends several high-spirited conf{ributions, of which
Sloxperience” is the worst. '

“Tyro” records delight in study of poesy, with which we are al oue with hiu,
“A0 Dusk” is somewhat fanlty in compogition, but reveuls scnsitive
awuareness to beantly.

“Taweibel Lee”: YWe like Lest your OId Garden.
Swinburue's lovely Iorsuken Garden?

Connuents from -correspondents:

"I liked the laxt winning poem extremely
seem like the work of an amateur.”

o reading over the poems of the laxt two prize-winners, T noted liow

sorry space Hmitatious are so

o you by chance know

( Tairy Tales’ ). M. did uot

t

happily they ket breadtlh anrd humanness in their poefry, as well -

as usie—a very hard thing to do”

Age

Lord, behold my candles ihree
Flaming with my love for Thee.
Now my ruce is nearly run
Bless Thee for Thy benison!

I am old who once was young,
Now my song is nearly sing.

I have reaped, who once did sow,
Now my feet unfaltering go.

Thouw hast given guerdons Hhree,
Praise Thee for their werity!

As my years have greater grown
These things have I surely known.

Broken dreams will stir again
When the birds sing after rain,
Broken souls will be yeborn
In the blue of a new wmorn.
Broken hearts heal in the sun.
This kuoto I, whose day is done.
Lord, beliold my candles three,
Glory, glory be to Thec! .
KM

- all-embraeing.

7 of the story.

MISS AGATITA CHRISTIE coun-

tinues ber industrious and thrill-
ing output of ingenlously concocted
tales of tervow. Her latest contribu-
tion to the literature of crime is ens
titled “The Sittaford Mystery,’ an ab-
gorbing account of a mysterious kills
ing, In all the circle surrounding the
uifortunate mnaval officer whoe is the
victim {he most nnlikely person proves

to be the criminal, and the extremely

mexpected denounement is related in
quite the best melodramatic munner
of a practised sensationalist.

& * *
MR.

PERCY BROBEMEL, who is evi~

dently a great reader of the penny
papers, is a firm Leliever in the dictum
of sonte editor that “woman ig always
news.”  Ile seems Lo have beéen dipping
into accounis of womsai in her various
activities for u long time past, and the
result is “Ageless Woman,” which, with
ity index, would be cxcessively useful
10 the writers of half~colmmn “woman
sfories” in the popular Press, If Mr
Broemel’s book appears to have no
particulir plan, his aim at any rate is
Starting with a dis-
sertation on 1Lve, he wanders through
ilie centuries, retailing a story lhere,
an auccdote there, of some gueen, great
Iady, noteworthy or notoriows, of biue-
stockings and singers, and the Lnglish
actresses of the 17th and 18th centuries.
5 % *

A DOMESTIC tyrant’s decline and

* fall is the theme of a remarkably
fine first movel, in whichk Dr. 4. J.
C'ronin, who has just retived from prac-
tice, digplays a2 mastery of Englishu
prose and an ease of narration which
will surprise those who have met him
only in the pages of his official report
on first aid in coal mines. 'The novel is
“fIatter’s Castle.” .

James Brodie ig the hatter, and the
castle is the eccentric and pretentious
Touxe that he builds for himself in a
Scoltish provineial town in the 'seven-
ties. Te is a man of huge body and
infinitesimal mind, having room in it
for only one idea, his own importance.
Consequently he becomes a domestie
tyrant of tervifying hgnitality, sacrifies
ing his wire, his mof R igaatn.2nd
his two daughters to8
The collapse, firvst fiy
and moral, of this cg
unfokled by Dr.. 1
of detail that callg
prisingly wide obJes
of industrial Scotje
lis experience of Y
The fearful end
ter, who commiy
tolerable xlave
vauity, rather W
hag failed to 4
that is his ain¥y




