
The Most Typical and
Brightest Annual ofAll

_ That déscription aptly fits the current number of "Tui’s Annual,"
as the special Christmas number of the "Exporter and Farm
Home Journal" is popularly known. In its 160 pages are pre-
sented over £300 worth of literary and artistic skill, all
secured on the competition system from New Zealand talent.
T he result is surprising-at once original and vital and eminently
impressive. Now available from booksellers, this number is °

assured of a popular welcome.

"THE . EXPORTER ANNUAL
(inc. Tui’s Annual)," just pub-~

lished. is a provocative and delightful. publication, in
that it mirrors faithfully, humorously, poignantly,
and with abiding sincerity, the lives, aspirations, and
achievements of men and women who, in the hinter-
land of civilisation, live, move and have their being,
and in their sturdy courage, probity, and industry
provide the backbone of our young civilisation. From
gtave to gay, from lively. to severe, their ideals and
experience, wit and humour, are set forth in the
Annual, so essentially the mouthpiece of those who
live far from the madding crowd; and in the ex-
pression of life as they see it there is apparent a
freshness of fancy, naivete of expression, and stimu-
lating originality that cannot fail to intrigue the
interest of even the most blase dweller in cities or
the most modern of the younger set. .

For it is life that is depicted, without fear. or
favour. The wind blows on the heath, the cows
come home, the laughter of children rings in the
freshness of morning; and there is unconscious re-
velation of Eve, eternal mother of men, facing life
selflessly with a laugh as she takes a hand with the
milking, knits a jumper for Joan, mends Father's
dungarees, or writes an unpremeditated paragraph forthe’ Home Page of the "Exporter."
The Annual is catholic in its scope, and calculatedto appeal to diverse tastes. Here is collated much
that is of high quality from the human, and often-
times the artistic, point of view. The poetry is vivid,
occasionally immature, but of a high courage and
humour, and now and again of a wistful poignancy:
Let me go hence before my coward fears
Become realities I dread too well.
So, ere old Time has laid chill hands on me
And I can work no more for those I love,I crave, oh Lord, this precious gift of Thee,A place, before I’m old, in Heaven above.

"Gain in Loss" voices splendid acquiescence
and courage in the face of bereavement. This
is a. very beautiful poem, and worthy of a place
in any anthology of New Zealand verse, being
calculated to bring heart and hope’to those
who grieve endlessly for the sound of a voice
that is stilled.

You are with God indeed, for God is
here,
Amongst the flowers and grasses in‘this quiet place.
And I shall feel no heart-break, knowing
you are near,
For in all loved things I shall see your
face.
So dear it is to you, that you wil’ come
againIn murmuring trees and in dry rustling
grass. ...

Una Currie is represented by "Rainbow’s
End," a poem of finished beauty in conception
and treatment, and there are many lovely
cameo-like verses scattered throughout, the
pen-and-ink sketches: interspersed displayingnotable verve and ability.
In the realm of the short story, that difficult
art, a veritable success is achieved in "Con-
quered."' There is true pathos in this storyof the Maori Hori, son of a rangatira, sitting
on the sandhills in his dim old age, and musingof the days that are dead, stirring days of
valorous strife, with. gentle memories of a
blonde, sweet pakeha maid. A beaten man,
one of the conquered, his thoughts go back to
the old tumult and. fighting, and wild galloping
rescue of a blue-eyed girl. This is an excellent
story in its genre, and eminently acceptable in
a magazine so essentiallyof our own Dominion.
On the humorous side there is a wealth of
amusing song and story. "No Cows, Please,"
is a gay jibe at that useful and obliging animalwhich is, so to speak, the backbone of the
nation. "Her Revolt" is very funny, extremely
human, and will win many enconiums; while
the short story "Percy-A Portent" is chock-full of uproarious situations, quite in the Wode-
house tradition, the effect being accentuated by
pen sketches of the persevering porker, whose
"tastes were catholic and always expensive, as
he preferred asparagus and early tomatoes, in
the flower gawlen his favourites being the
choicer dahlia bulbs and the buds from John’s
pet roses."
In the Travel Section glimpses are affordedof the wider world that lies beyond our little
islands; and in the Character sketches there is
a masterly, study. of "Rock," a black and-tan

shéep-dog, who, through stress and hez
staunch friend of "Peter’s Woman," w

the stonyhearted will read unmoved, QO
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adherent, it is written in "Semper Fid
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my dreams,
Steady eyes, wavin’ tails, as the
gleams,
Seem ter say, "Hello, Boss, here’s’
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:

Where the Boss goes, life or dea
too!"
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