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- forest. Amid such surroundings the
ancient builders selected, some twenty
years before ng Alfred made history
in Wessex, a low hill, and on it and
around it they raised a structure as
massive as a pyvamid, but represent-
ing an mﬁmtelv ~finer achievemeni
because on Boro -Boedoer there are
nearly two miles of sculptured bas-re-
liefs rising terrace by terrace and tell-
ing the story of the Buddhist faith, Tt
is magnificently conceived and executed.

Apart from 1460 exquisitely sculp-
tured reliefs, fully 10ft. {ips, the be-
liever sees.ag he turns each corner over
400 statues of the Buddha enthroned

- fiiches. - ‘Finally . he leaves the
s re terraces, where no longer does
‘he find sermons in stones, but he has
reached the realm$ of contemplation.
A8 I have written elsewhere, Boro-
hidur is one with the infinite; it is a
spiritual conceptl.on _religion express-
ing itself in beauty, and. there is over
it the ealm and. contemplation that
invests a Gothic cathedral.

I should like to tell you much more
about native customs, .arts and erafts,
their musi¢ and drama, but I . am
afraid my time is drawing to an end.
Perhaps at some future date I may be
privileged to lift the veil a little on
these fascinating topics. One could
.make an interesting story out of the
Atyeh proverb illustrating woman’s
heaven is under the soles of- her
Jhusband’s feet.”

,‘ If time permitted I should like to
tell you about the ferraced rice fields
and some of the legends and super-
stitious ceremonial'attaching te the
growth and replanting of the crop. it
will be easier for me to say a word
or two about the tea plant and its
culture. The tea plant is guite hardy
and can be grown on different soils, at
varying altitudes, and under all kinds
of climatie conditions. It thrives best
in Java at 6000 feet '1bove sea-level.
Prodigious  quantities are produced,
mainly in ‘the Preangi Regencies. One
fertile plantation of- som'e 2000 acres
produces 2% million 1b. per year.

The most delicate part of the work
in the plantations i$ the plucking of
the leaves, as this has to be done by
hand. Only women are employed as
pluckers, and their deftness is amuz
ing. Fvery shrub is plucked omce in
ten days and it is .only the youngest
leaves that are picked, three on a
stalk of which the top one must still be
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Radio Rapidly DeVeloping in Mexico ‘
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erious Interference Problem

ADIO, and particularly broadecast-
ing, bhas begun teo assume the
uspect of an important industry in
Mexico (states the “New York Herald
Tribune”). With more than thirty sta-
tions operating south of -the Rio
Grande, Mexican programmes are be-
ginning to be interspersed with pro-
grammes transmitted by United States
and Canadian stations, thus -~iving
rise to a problem of interference mnot
contemplated at the time wavelengths
for broadeasting were distributed
among countries of North Ameriea.
Considerable complaint already bas
reached radio officials in both the

‘United States and Canada, and there

is some likelihood that within the next
vear there will be calied a North Ame-
rican radio conference to discuss alle-
cation of frequencies on the continent.

‘Most of the stations ih Mexico are
operating on either American or Can-
adian wavelengths, resulting. in con-
siderable interference. The countr has
not in the past participated in the con-
ferences at which distribution of chan-
pels was made, and therefore is not
bound by compact to the use of certain
wavelengihs,

" Mexican Radie Tnteresf.
N the past Mexico has not Dbeen
recognised as a country interested
in radio broadeasting. While there
have heen several stations there, dat-
ing as far back as 1024, they were e sel-
dom heard in the United &tates.

yvoung shoots arc too old and hard to
manutacture into tea. After being
spread to wither for 24 hours, the next
process is rolling in a rapidly rotating
cylinder which breaks down the cells
and liberates fragrant juices. Next
comes what is mlled fermentation, bat
what is really oxidation. Their colour
turns from greem to yellow, and then
to a bronze brown. After a second
rolling and drying, mechanical sifters

<ovt the tea into various grades and .

qualities. The London market, for ex-
ample, demands a very finely broken
tea; the Dutch prefer much coarser
ieaves,

It is certainly an arresting thought
to realise that every leaf in the teapot
has been plucked by hand.
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Whether thefy buying is influenced by newspaper advertisement or
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Listening in the country has been con-
fined to a few who are able to afford
American-built receiving sets.

The principal cause of the increased
interference from Mexican stations is
the new transmitier -recently con-
structed several miles from Mexico
City. The station is popularly known
by its call letters XHBW, and is being
heard npightly by a large number of
listeners. The station operates on a
wavelength of 384.7 metres, which is
slightly below the channel utilised by
WJZ. While signals from the station
are not distinguished while WJZ is
transmitting, they may be heard dis-
tinetly with the average receiving set
after the latter station signs off for
the evening,

The station, which designates itself
as “The Voice of Latin America,”
owned and operated by the Mexico
Music Company, and is located within
a few miles of Mexico City. Reports
indicate that the company whieh
erected the station has hopes of estab-
lishing a network of stations in Mexico
along the same lines as the networks
now operating in the United States.
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If plans materialise, it I8 expected
that an exchange of programmes be-
tween the United States and Mexico
will eventually. take place. The com-~
pany which operates the new trans-
mitter also operates station XET a
500-watt station.

Transmitting with a power of 5000
watts, station XEW is readily audible
in the United States and Canada. The
station 1is the most powerful in
Mexico, and is believed by officials to
mark the beginning of 'a new era of
broadeastmg in ‘the country.

The transmitter itself is locuted
about eight miles out of Mexico City,
and is linked by line wire to studios
within the leari of the city. Aerial
towers are 800 feet high and may be
seen for miles around the adjacent
country. o ’

Studios are designed similar to those
used by American stations, having
walls of sound-absorbing material to
prevent reverberation. Equipment is
of a type found in the modern Ameri-
can stuodio, and includes control ap-
paralus and condenser-type micro-
phones. :

As a result of the new station, (fort
iy bheilng made to devélop native talent,
and a major portion of the programmes
is Deing presented by loeal artists. Ef-
fort aiso is being made to secure com-
mercially sponsored programmes, and
already a number of the features broad-
cast by the station are presented by
Mezican merchants
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With a view to =assisting bol‘h'beginners
and the ‘“‘hard-boiled”
a chart of hroadcast stations:
has been prepared on unique lines.

In any part of

The main idea is that stations in any
part of the world are shown in order

found
the known positions of a few stations,
many others may ke readily searched
for and found without the necessity
for hunting through numerous lists.

Compactness is an essentia] feature of

the chart, and although over 220
BX E @@ stations are entered, there is no con-
. fusion.

Stations include all New Zealand and

Australians, a large number of
Americans heard, or likely to be
heard, numerous Mexican, South

American, Japanese, Canadian and a

®

type of DX en-

the World

sequence in which they will be
on the dials, and thus, from

“Dominion™ few of the super power stations so
greatly sought after by the real
enthusiast, . -
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advise you go dg'af; Please send me the “Radio Record” DX

gr%;l; cggir ol;ogl’;- j.Log Chart. I enclose 5d. in stamps. |

seller _or by send- |
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