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Marion {(with a little laugh): At
- least you are honest, which is more
than I have been for three months!
_ Well, I must run. I can hear a taxi.

 Bexryl (from window) : No hurry. It

isn't a taxi, ¥ thought for a minute it

wasg Wilfrid’s ear,

. Marion (in a penic) : Wiltrid’s ear!
- Obh, let me go quickly.

. Beryl: No, no; it's all right,

isn't a sign of him.

. Marion: Still, I'll not wait,
-luggage iz all ready.
everybody,

Nora (from window) 1 There’'s the

queerest man coming up the path.
Oh, bother, I can’t see
—and yet I seem to know his walk.
. He’s got on the most extraordinary
clothes. I believe they were dungarees
and a coloured shirt,

Mrs. A.: It will be just oue-of those
poor unemployed. )

Marion (preparing to go): Well, be
kind to him. He may be less of a fraud
than I have been.

. {The door opens hurriedly and Selly
" the muid enters, From the Airst glance
it 48 obvious that this i3 not the prim
Sally of ten minutes ago. She is clearly
struggling with her feelings, and al-
most on the verge of hysierics.)

~ Bally: Please, Miss, that is to S8y,
Ma’ara—

Mys. A, (Findly) : Yes, Sally,

Sally (with a desperate giggle) s It's
2 message for Miss Norwood—Mz, Wil-
frid is here, Miss,

Marion (loolking round desperately,
as if o hide) s What? Ch, where shall
I go?

Sally (struggling with her feelings) :
And, if you please, Miss, I was to say
that he's got the dungarees and the
shirt, but the cow—the cow wouldn’t
fit into the car. But he—he says that
there are plenty at Sunnymeade, so
that will be all right,

Beryl: Wilirid! Good egg!

‘Nora: Hooray for Wilfrid !

Mrs, A. (s0fily) : 1 wss sure of it.

Sally (afier « desperate struggle):
And, if you please, Miss, he says will
you come and keep your promise about
aarrying a farmer?

- Mrs, M. (loudly): Well! Wilfrid
Ashmead, marry s—=a-—a cow-spanker !

Marion (with something between o
sob and o laugh): Wilfrid—oh, Wil-
frid! (8he runs foward the door as
the ourtain falls quickiy.)
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Russia To-day

(Continued from page 3.) ..  "

Tluxyry, and cultire of the ruling avis-

toeragy and the ' privileged' intelli-
gentsia. When the Bolshevik Govern-
ment. gained power in November, 1917,
the -task :of economiec reconstruction
seemed an impossible one. An illit-
erate people, a country @isorganised by
war and wasteful = administration,
widespread elements of disorder! No
wonder the cynies’ of all lands pro-
phesied disaster and chaos, From

LT

The Super-Heterodyne
Receiver

We rvegrot that we have not
been . able to- complete the -super-
heteredyne series of articles which

- 'was commenced some weelts back..
We might explain that this has
been due io their author, “Cath-
ede,” being incapacitated. How-
every, we hope to resume them in
the very near fubure, and would
just ask onr many readers. who
are anxiously waiting ¢heir ap-
pearance, {o be as patient as pos-
siblee. Wse ecan assure readers
that they are really worth waiting

for.

November, 1917, to August, 1922, the
period of war, Communism was cer-
tainly 2 time of desperate expedients.
Taced with enemies, within-and with-
out, the Russian.Government, by dras-
tic measures, met force with foree.
One after another wvarious insurrec-
tionary movemeunts wers defeated. Out
of famine, civil war and disorder there
came the reconstruction period of 1921-
1927, when Lenin’s “New HReonomy
Policy” came inte operation. The
money system was re-established, the
rouble standardised on a gold basis,
foreed requisition of food supplies from
peasants stopped, and ths stage was
set for a rapid and more orderly pro-
gress.

In October, 1928, the Piatiletka or
the Five-Year Plan was launched.
Thousands of technical experts—engi-
neers, statisticians, agricultural experts
and others—were imported. Provision
was made for widespread mechanisa-
tion of industry and of farming, for

complete,
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building of great hiydro-electric works
such as Daeipstrol, of huge tractor fac-
tories, of iron and steel works, of every
phase of capital construction to exploit
‘the great soil, mineral, and power re-
gources of that huge, undeveloped area.
The Rugsian YFive-Year Plan i the

-1nost ambitious scheme of rapid whole-
‘sale Industrialisation that has ever

been atfempted. It is the first at-
tempt to develop the economie resources
of a great country on the basis of a

£ national plan. If it succeeds, it will

set 2 new world standard in mational-
isation and rationalisation of industry.
And the records to date suggest rapid
progress in the successful realisation
of this plan.

One of the most inferesting aspects
of this plan is the system by which the
various departments of industry are
integrated, and the relationship of the
varions parts, from:the Supreme " Heo-
nomic Council at the head to the local
Soviet of workers in each factory, mine,
or village,

But what is the object of all this
elaborate planning, this feverish com-
struetion of railways, roads and fac-
tories, these huge State farms of hun-
dreds of thousands of acres equipped
with thousands of tractors, harvesters,
and up-to-date equipment, this concen-
tration of effort on capital equipment
of all kinds?

The answer seems 1o He in the ob-
jective of higher standards of living

for all the people, more leigure and-

greater general welfare, It is hoped
that with the rationslisation and
mechanisation of industry the work of
providing the necessities of life will
be done by machinery with a minimam
of human labour and that the masses
of people will be freed for fuller enjoy-
ment of life. o o

As one writer has said: “The libera-
tlon of the down-trodden taught the
Door a new selfrespect which immedi-
ately transiated itself into insistence
on better living conditions, better work-
ing conditions, more education, more
calture,”

Interest in eduecation has been an
outstanding feature. The Russians are
being rapidly transformed from an ig-

_norani peasantry into an educated

people. Most interesting accounts are
given by various writers of the wide-
spread provision for eduecation of all
kinds—primary, secondary, university,
technical and academic, Another in-
teresting phase is the definite estab-
lishment of the equality of the sexes.
Men and women politically, legally and
eccnomically, have equal status. "This
has brought a challenge to accepted tra-
ditions. - Drastic. changes are taking
place in family life and in marriage
customs., Along with these changes
hag gone a challenge to pre-existing
religions institutions.

In all aspects of human relation-
ships there is & breaking-down of old
institutions, an adoption of boldly ex-
perimental revolutionary ideas. How
far will these go? How far will they
make for a better race and a richer
civilisation? We cannot tell. What is

certain is that no people will remajn .
uninfluenced by them.- .. R

In coneclusion, I would like to quote -
the words of the well-known English
writer, H. N. Brailsford: “Russia de-
sires peace ardently, if only because
she hnows that even a short and vie-
torious campaign would interrupt her
constructive work, check her patient ef-
forts to vestore her industry apd fing
her back into fhe miseries from which
she seems to have recovered, Never
before in history, and nowhere else in
the world to-day has the will of a na-
tion been bent, as it is bent in Russia,
to the supreme task of raising its en- .
tire population to the full stature of
humanity. Its errors spring from the
defects of great qualities. Intolerant
it has been; but does tolerance create?
It has rushed to violent extremes.” But
is moderation ever a pioneer? It has
made its effort with wunconquerable
heroism. By its unflinching enduramce
through the dark years of hlockade and
civil war, of trials for which there is
no parallel in modern history, it has
won itg right to understanding and re-
spect. But above all, it has won its
right to peace.”
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A useful little book giving a general
account of Soviet organisation is
Brailsford’s “How the Soviets Work.”
It is one of a series of books on Ruseia
edited by Dr. Jerome Davis, of Yale
University, under the name of the
“Vanguard Series.”

A more comprehensive set of similar
studies is to be found in “Soviet Russia
in the Second Decade,” by Stuart Chase
and others., Useful accounts of the'. .
Five Year Plan are contained in
Grinkos’ book, “The Five Year Plan’*
Comparison of life in Russia to-day
with that of pre-revolution days is con-
tained in Dr. Dillon’s “Russia, Yester-
day and To-day.” An extremely inter-
esting survey of the social and religious
charges in Russia is given in “Human-
ity Uprooted” by Hindus. Dr. Harper
gives a good account of the new edu-
cation system in Russia in his “Clvic
Training in Soviet Russia.” In the
supplement, to the 1930 November num-
ber of the London “Economist” there
is a well-halanced description of the
present industrial and agrienltural con-
ditions in Russia, :
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