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BROADCASTING AND POLITICS.
eugeessanre

THE dramatic developments in the political field which took place
on Friday afternoon and the revelation thereby made of the serious
‘state of the country’s finances, make it more imperative than ever
that the future of broadcasting shall be definitely divorced from State
‘control or interference. It is plain that in the present circumstances
the State will not be justified in intruding into a service which is
achieving a high degree of efficiency under the direction of private
enterprise. The editorial opinions from the leading journals of the
Dominion, which are quoted in another column, show very clearly that
the whole sentiment of the Press and people is against any additional
load being placed upon the public finances, From the point of view
of practical politics and expediency the idea originally mooted by the
present Postmaster-General of State Control of the service may be
regarded as dead.

JGFFORTS are now being made in some quarters to foster the idea
of a public corporation on the lines of the British Broadcasting
Corporation, The driving force behind those furthering this plan
seems to be antipathy to personalities rather than adherence to prin-
ciples, In England the B.B.C. scheme is achieving a definite measure
of success, largely because of unlimited financial resources and a
splendid type of directional ability. Our financial resources are
limited and we have not the supply of talent of all kinds comparable
to that at the call of the B.B.C. A State corporation here would
necessitate State backing and guarantee involving financial liability and
commitment sooner or later. In our circumstances we can see no good
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purpose to be served by creating a more cumbersome machine,
perform functions already being adequately discharged.

"THE proposals advanced last week by the Radio Broadcasting Com-
pany are to be considered by a full conference of the radio tradeon Tuesday. Since this conference was convened the political circum-
stances of the country have changed. In our opinion the trade would
. be showing a breadth of view and a regard for the best interests, not
only of themselves but of licensees and the country in general if it
were to give full and favourable consideration to the new proposalsof the company with a view to co-operation and harmonious develop-
ment. Lessons have been learned from past experience which are
valuable to all concerned. "That experience, we believe, can be capi-
talised for the future and an efficient machine made out of the proposed
board of directors representative of the mahagetnent, listeners
and the trade. The times are difficult, Radio broadcasting in the
schenie of the country’s development is important but also is a relatively
minor matter. It would be a happy solution of the future if repre-
setitations could be made to Parliament that the radio interests were
united on a scheme for the harmonious development of the futyre
on a basis independent of political aspects. Negotiations to that? ed
on the skeleton of the scheme already published might, we believe,
achieve a satisfactory result; that is, if modifications are desirable on
the one haiid and possible on the other. The proposals appéal to us
as fair and protective of all-interests. Listeners are assured of repre-
sentation in line with interest; they have the guarantee of progressive
development of new stations and a measure of protection . from
interference of man-made character. On that platform only adequate
management is required to meet all reasonable needs,
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Educational Lectures
by Radio

Proposed W.E.A Scheme
oeineteniieneeel‘ use of radio as a medium for

bringing education to people is soon
to bé utilised to the gréatest advantage
by
the Workers’ Educational Associa-
it on.
The use of radio in this way is not
new, although it has not made as much
progress in this direction asmight have
peen expected. The possibilities are
very great once a définite plan of cam-
paign, working on a_ satisfactory
schedule, has been drawn up.
The Broadcasting Company has al-
ways shown its ‘willingness to cd-oper-
ate with the educational authorities in
this matter, It has placéd its broad-
casting facilities at the disposal of the
Departmentof Education for one hour
a day on the five school days of the
week, but the department has so far
been able to avail itself of only one
hour a week, from station 2YA, Wel-
ington. Further dévelopments in this
diraction ¢an bé expected.
Workers’ Wducational Association
Jecturés have been broadcast regularly,
put at the annual confererce of that
organisation a sub-committee, consist-
ing of Messrs. W. H. Oocker, H. M.
Richmond, and H. Blair, was set up to
investigate the question of broadtast-
ing. The committee’s report has now
been forwarded to the Broadcasting
Company, which has replied expressing
its willingness 'to co-operate, not only by
placing the broadeasting stations at the
disposal of the W.H.A. for a definite
period one night a week, but by offer-
ing financial aid in addition.
In accordance with the suggestion of
the W.1.A., the organising of this edu-
cation session will be the responsibility
of a special committee. The time pro-
posed for allocation is 7.30 to 7.55 p.m.

on, oné evening of the week from each
station.The W.H.A. hopes steadily to develop
this branch-of its work. On this point,
the sub-committee’s report: remarks: |
"When fully devéloped the scheme
should, we feel, result in the appoinjy
meént of an educational director wh
will supervise the educational work, er-
ganise listening groups; attend to cor-
respondence with groups, and prepare
or arrange for the preparation of "Aids
to Study" of the kind used in Bugland
for the use of groups. We feel that the
work is 40 importantas ultimately tojustify the appointment of a full-time
official for this purpose."
‘When one considers the possibilities
which exist in bringing lectures by
specialists to the pepole, particularly
to those living in the country districts,it will be realised that radio can be of
tremendous benefit.
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