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P . . . .
'{he‘ taxpayers’ burden., Citizens gene-

rally will thetefore demur at any ‘pro-
posal that the State should enter the
radio fleld, eoncluding quite justly that
the Government has more than enough
problems on hand without adding to
them gratuitously. . C
So far as the listeners have expressed
themselves, thiey also appear to dislike
any- proposal for Government manage-
ment, They are especially apprehen-
sive of the effect of officialdom’s dend
hand on a department calling for
initiative, variety and freshness of out-
look. Also departmental conservatism
and red tape would be repressive part-

ners in a business that must constantly
be adjusting itself to the new develop-
I}fig}ts and inventions of a rapidly ad-
v.ﬁg:_ingv and expanding sclence. The
d‘xﬁ'i‘culw is to keep in step so far as
limited means will allow, and that calls
for management that is at onee en-
lightened and economical.

“The new scheme should also remove
t}.’ue two main complaints directed by
listeners . against - the present system.
The first, dissatisfaction with pro-
grammes, is common to 2il broadecast-
ing-—even to that under the aegis of
the superiative British Broadcasting
Corporation, The fact is it is hard
to please everybody. It takes all kinds
of people to make a world and tastes
in entertainment are just as various.
In g small country like New Zealand
the di!ﬁculty is accentuated by the ne-
cessarily limited supply of talent. How-

qinent and under the new scheme ligten-
ers will have the opportunity through

Ever, anything is capable of improve-

" their representatives to make immova-
tions or to better existing features, Ex-

. perience may also convince them of the

'

difficulties of reaching the ideal and
demonstrate that, after all, a great
deal has been accomplished in the past
with the available. material.

Another grievance perfains to re-
ceivers located outside the effective ser-
vice range of broadeasting stations and
hence subjected to interference.
number of populous centres suffer un-
der this handicap, involving a large
part of .the Dominion. Here agaia
the new scheme would provide the
vemedy by completing a relay system
involving the immediate provision of
stations in eleven subsidiary centres.
Thus the two chief canses of complaint
should be removed,

Iisteners should also appreciate the

the @heme to enter as shareholders
ah: established concern, now past the
visky pioneering stage. It is proposed
that the company should have power
to buy in the shares of listeners who
allow thelr licenses to lapse aud there
may be some objection that the repre-
sentatives of the present company
might thus secure control. This could
be met by .licensees who do not hold
their quota of shares being granted
the right to purchase such resamed
shares. ‘To eliminate the present
company altogether, as some have sug-
gested, would be to throw away hard-
won managerial and administrative ex-

' f%‘e:}t that they would be invited under

)‘;perienee and wonld also be unfair to

i

those whe: staked thelr fortunes when
others were chary of making the ven-
ture. -The proposed scheme therefore
seems to offer a happy medium, a com-
bination of business ability with demo-
cratic representations to the common
end of betier broadecasting service.

“New Ze_alapd .Heraldf_f_

({OMMON justice demands the admis- .
_sion that the company has bridged

the great pioneering period of radio

development in this country. The posi- .

tion existing af the expiry of its present
contract differs profoundly from that
which it faced at the owiset. The future
then was uncertain, the possibilities of
this new social amenity eould not be
definitely. forecasted. All doubt has di-
appeared. - The - public” demand. for a
broadecasting service is permanently ‘es-.
tablished,, the readiness of the. ‘public
to support-one by paying license fees

has been put beyond guestion. It re-

maing to be decided by what agency the
demand is to be met in future. The
present company Proposes the forma-
tion. of a new organisation in ‘which its
management shall hold one-half-of the
ordinary shares, the balance being sub-.
seribed by license-holders; with the con-
trol equally- <ivided between the. two.
That is the core of the scheme. . . The
plan the company has produced offers
a good basis for discussion, In thatit is
practical and. constructive, Whatever
the outeome, the appearance of such an
altérnative should help to dispose of
any possibility that the ‘Government
should take over the stations, operate
them and Temain responsible for their
output. A New Zealand broadcasting
service, owned, organised, and operated
in New Zealand, is essential,

That can be achieved without it

Dbeing a State enterprise, operated by

- ‘the State, and every care should -be

talten to see that it does noi beeome
one.

“Star,” Aubkland

HE future control of broadeasting in
the Dominion has been discussed
for some time past, and the scheme
‘that the Broadeasting Company has
now put forward in detail gives the
public something definite to consider.
The company pioneered this popuiar
form of entertainment, and it deserves
the thanks of the community for what
it has done. Much of the criticism di-
rected against it has arisen from a
failure to realise the difficulty of sup-
plying first-class pregrammes in 50
small a community., . The company’s
balance-sheet shows that its enterprise

- has brought it no fortune, but if it had

been readier with such information in
the past there would have been less
criticism, It now proposes that the ser-
vice should be owned and controlled on
2 “customer-ownership” plan, the capi-
-tal to be divided between the present
management and the holders of licenses.
1t is proposed to improve the service in
various ways, and to extend the system
of consultation with the public.

After referring to the British scheme
involving State backing, the “Star”
says: “One may doubt whether the
State should incur this expenditure in
a time- of depression, if the work can be
done -equally well by private effort un-
der proper safeguards, Much depends
upon these safeguards. The first thing
to do in the examination of the com-
pany’s scheme is to asecertain whether
the proposed capitalisation is reason-
able—whether, for one thing, the com-
pany is asking too much for its pro-
perty, and an independent valuation
may be suggested. The scheme ghould
be examined carefully by the Govern-
ment and by a committee representing
the holders of licenses,” -

- from the same players.

Adckland Notes

' (By (:Gau Up."j
\HE “Two in One” Band ‘which is
to make ity debut over the air on

- September 2 is & most interesting com-

Jbination. The nine players, u'nder»
Bert Kingsland, who_is already well
Lnown to listeners for his saxophone
quartet, all “double” on different in-
struments, go that virtually two com-
pletely different bands can be made
It is reported
by those who have already heard this
new combination that it is'a remark-
ably . “peppy” band, and listeners who
like this type ‘of music may look for-
ward to something.good.. - :

~ tile studlo pianiste from statioa
3Y4A, iy to  visit Auckland early

in September and will sing from the
studio. on .September 8 and 4
will algo appear at the Municipal Band

concert to be relayed from the Town
‘Miss Miller .

Hall on September 5.
was. in Auckland and sang from 1YA
several times earlier in the year, when
she was a very welcome vigitor to the

-ranks of the local artists.

A MONG new artistes to be heard for
the first time from 1YA in the

near future are Mrs. I. J. Smith, sop-
rano, and Mr. H. Harvey, basg, both
of whom will sing on September 9;
Mr, I B. Waters, baritone, _S,eptember
4; and the Wailkiki Hawalian Trlo,

" September 18.
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Complete satisfaction, year after year, is what you get
when you buy an Atwater Kent. Uninterrupted enjoy-

ment—untroubled freedom
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from service worries and

expense. Each programme precisely as it is broadcast.
Utmost ease in getting the programme you want—
with the exclusive Quick-Vision Dial, The exact tone-
shading you want—with the perfect Tone Control.

And it now costs sO
Kent. Compare what you

little to buy the new Atwater

get with what you pay:

youwll find it by fat the least expensive in the end.

with the GOLDEN VOICE

Your nearest Atwater Kent dealer will gladly
demoustrate or write to distributors.

N.Z. Pistributors: C. A. ODLIN & €0. LID., Wellington
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