
perience has shown that departmental
administration tends to become ex-
travagant. But it is more than ever
important that the danger of the
broadcasting service, with its enorm-
cus possibilities, being utilised as aninstrument of political propaganda, asit might conceivably be under direct
State control, should be averted.

"The Press," Christchurch

¥ the Government has a_ policy
which it means to put into force
when the Radio Broadcasting Com-
painy’s license expires at the end of
the year, the sooner an announcement
is made the better. Only a few months
remain before some change has to be
made, whether provisicnal or final;
und listeners have a right to know
what is intended, and a right to be
neard in criticism. Further, the in-
terests of listeners apart, the public
a: a whole has a right to know what
"nd of control the State proposes to

establish over broadcasting, particu-
larly if the system is to be national-
ised or semi-nationalised and if public
money is to be spent on it,
Practically all that has been heard
so far has been a very impetuous
statement from Mr. Donald, many
months ago, and another, soon after,in which he unsaid nearly everything
and left only the present uncertainty.That ought be cleared up now as
$00n as possible

"Christchurch Times"

HE Radio Broadcasting Company,
which has been subjected to a good
deal of criticism, public and private,
has taken the very wise course of lay-
ing its position frankly and fully be-
fore the public. At the same tine
it has published details of a scheme
that it has drawn up at the request
of the Government for the future con-
trol of broadcasting in the Dominion.
The position, of course, is that the

company’s license will expire at the
end of this year and the Postmaster.
General has stated that it will not
be renewed. Mr. Donald, however,
has never been explicit as to the future
policy of the Government, and we may
take it that, before arriving at a de-
cision, Cabinet, in fairness to the exist-
ing company, has given it the oppor-
tunity of submitting a proposal. It
does not follow that this scheme will
be adopted, of course, but it will serve
as a very useful basis for the publie
discussion of the subject. There are
various alternatives, but
we may rule out at once the idea thatthe Government might undertake the
ownership and management of breed-
casting, since that course would as-
suredly be repugnant to a large sec-tion of the pubue.
The Post and Telegraph’ Department
could not be saddled with the burden
and the public would not.tolerate’ the
creation of another State departmentin its present temper. A possible
alternative would he the formation of
a company in which radio dealers, owu-
ers of receiving sets and the Govern-
ment would be represented, somewhat
on the lines of the British Broadecast-
ing Company. This system, which
has obvious. merits,. has. also obvious
disadvantages. . The creation of a
company having a financial interest in
the success of the operations and
amenable both to public criticism and
Government supervision and regulation
would, however, possess the merits
Ww ithout the disadvantages, and. the
scheme prepared by the present con-
pany.is broadly on those lines.

"The Sun," Christchurch

ITH the expiry of the Govern-
ment’s agreement with the Radio

Broadcasting Company of New Zea-
land, the question of the future control

of broadcasting is now one of nationg!
importance. ...It is not impossible
the Post and Telegraph Department
could control broadcasting efficiently,
but at the present time it is undesir-
able that the State should be saddled
with further business enterprises. If
by unhappy’ chance Government con-
trol of broadcasting was not quite
satisfactory, there would be financiai
liabilities that would in some way haye
to be borne by the people. It has been
proved that ‘a private cOmpany has
been able ‘to: give listeners-in a gooil
seryice, and there is. not the slightest
reason, Why that company or its suc-
cessor should not be allowed to develop
further the services of which it has had
such extensive. experience, subject, of
course, to the safeguarding of public
interest. The Post and Telegraph De-
partment in the first place would have
to learn. for itself what the company
already knows, and until the Critment did acquire that‘knowledge the
service which is now so good would un-
doubtedly suffer. This consideration
apart,

public opinion must. be definitely
against the Government taking over
an unnecessary. liability,. even if only.
on the one ground that State control
dees not necessarily guarantee anefficient or profitable Service. ,

Since the Broadeasting Company is
the body that has had the experienceof all the problems of broadcasting, it
is sensible that its’ suggestions shoul
carry most weight. . . .It is stated that
the proposals outlined to-day are be-
ing considered by Cabinet. Their adop-tion would ensure the further develop-
ment of broadcasting in the Dominio\,-and at-the same time give listene¥s
themselves an opportunity to take’ashare in the control of an
organisation which is designed primaiily to be of service to the public.

"The Dominion,"
Wellington

WHat appears on the face of it to
be a reasonable and workablescheme for the future management andcontrol of radio’ broadeasting in’ New

Zealand has been . submitted. to the
Government by the existing company.The scheme . . . recommends itself be-
cause it combines in one organisation
the advantages of experience and busi-
ness management with the denioeraticor representative principle. Bipadgast-ing has become almost'a public utility
and in many minds there are objections .to such a service remaining as a private
monopoly. On the other hand experi-
ence of State services has been such as
not to encourage their extension, espe-cially in this type of business. Be-tween these two opposites the company
has suggested a:middle way, offering areal prospect of ‘progress.
' Public opinion may bé expected toreact favourably to the suggestedsolution,. for there ean be,no doubt
the country is hostile.to the Govern-ment assuming new responsibilitiesand making fresh financial ’ commitments in the present difficult times.
State enterprise has already gone toofar in New Zealand,.in no direction hasit been conspicuously successful, and in
some its losses have ‘added’ heavily.to,,

THE CHRISTCHURCH SALON ORCHESTRA.
A very fine combination formed by Mr. Francis Bate, well-known Christchurch 'cellist, playing regularly at 3YA.The personnel is (sitting): Miss Aileen Warren (pianiste), Miss Gladys Vincent (1st violin), Mr. Francis E.Bate (conductor), Miss Rena Algie ('celliste). Standing: Miss Norma Middleton (2nd violin), Fred Woledge(clarinet), Mr. A. E. Hutton (flautist), and Mr. Jas. Alston (bass).
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