
OurMail Bag
While we welcome the expressed views of listeners on topics pertaining to
radio, we ask that these communications be kept to niinimum length, as heavy
demands are made upon space. Mere reiteration of arguments cannot be accepted
for publication, and we cannot take responsibility for views expressed. Address
communications to the Editor, and sign all correspondence, though a nom-de-plume
may be used for publication.

Satisfied-More or Less.

UNLIKE most of your correspondents,but nevertheless in accord with a
large number of listeners, I must com-
mence with an appreciation of pro-
rammes from YA stations, particularly
YA, with its length of service. As re-
gards evening programmes, it would
seem that the best local talent available
is obtained. With the growth in num-
bers of listeners, and so in revenue, we
Jook forward to improvements in service,
more especially in regard to orchestras.I consider that a change to Govern-
ment control would be the most unfortu-
‘nate policy in the interests of listeners.
No effort of the imagination is needed to
realise the quality of service we would
eventually receive under those condi-
tions.
Experience of advertising from Aus-
tralian stations makes abhorrent any
suggestion of its intrusion here. How-
ever, 1 am unable to offer any other solu-
tion as regards revenue for ‘"B" stations--
that is, if it is considered necessary te
retain more than half of the present num-
ber, which I doubt. It must not be for-
gotten that they undertook broadcastingwith a full knowledge of the conditions
of granting licenses. The use of adver-
tising would not add to their popularity.
The transmission equipment of YA
stations could no doubt be brought more
up-to-date. Also, all stations | except2YA should be provided with much great-
er power. The provision of efficient
stations in the main provincial centres
is certainly needed for relaying purposes,
also giving local news and sports services
at present sadly lacking.-Hopeful.

Broadcasting Control.
Rk. H. B. ROBB, secretary of the
Orpheus Musical Society, writes to
state that his society was not represented
at the meeting of the 2YA Musical and
Dramatic Committee, which on July 6
passed a resolution condemning any form
of political or semi-political control of
broadcasting, and urging the Government
not to effect any alteration of the existing
system. Mr. Robb states that the name
of the Orpheus Musical Society should not
have been used in connection with the
resolution, the matter not having been
considered by the society.
Down on Hollywood.

(CERTAIN features
of the morning and

afternoon sessions of 2YA have late-
ly aroused my indignation. Iam a
housewife, who, occasionally, likes to turn
on the wireless in the hopes of hearing
something to lessen the monotony of do-
mestic routine. The highly-flavoured,
highly-coloured accounts of Hollywood
and its "glorious" homes, and "gorgeous"
inhabitants, and all the other adjectival
superlatives used to describe the wonders
of the film colony are boring and tiresome
to housewives like myself, who want en-
tertaining; it is tiresome to have to listento the glorification of million-dollar-ali-
mony film stars, their diet, wardrobes and
other idiosyncrasies. Surely there are
thousands of worth-while women in the
world of whom we could hear. Holly-
wood described at "land of make-believe,"
and "romantic," may be quite authentic,
particularly when one remembers its ex-
traordinary divorce statistics; I know I
chortle in sarcastic humour over the glow-
ing accounts of the hectic, "busy" lives
lived there. One cannot help Holly-
wood, but are we not sufficiently far
away from it to ignore certain phases of
American life that just do not appeal to
us? We have the talkies forever glorify-
ing the American girl; thank goodness
one can stay away if necessary. But
when you consider the wireless licenses
and incidental expenses of owning a set,
surely the subscriber is entitled to some-

thing
a bit more intelligent than the ex-

ample of Hollywood. .To women like my
self it is all so much tommyrot. Why
not the lives of a few notable English-
women for a change, and by notable, [
do not mean notorious !-Tooth-Grind-
er."
Advice to YA Services.

"THE vast majority of local listenerswould, I fully believe, fight hard to
prevent the loss of the extra programmes

provided by station 2ZW, as these pro-
grammes have taught listeners what radio
reception can, and ought, to be. The YA
stations must bring their service up to
date if they want support from the pub-
lic, for there is no doubt that some hun-
dreds of licenses would not have been
renewed under the old order of things.2YA has improved a lot since "competi-tion" started, but there is a long way
yet to go along the road to perfection. A
suggestion for improvement: Cut out
two-thirds of the "Jazz-record-fox-trot"
stuff, reduce the "news and reports" see-tion, as most of it is stale to people who
have already read their papers; then
either buy a couple of new "mikes." or
get present ones overhauled by an ex-pert to try and remove the

‘ ‘rasp" fromour popular announcer’s radio voice.
Lastly, take a vote among licensed listen-ers and get a general opinion from this
as to what the public really want. and
which stations they prefer. Radio to-dayis a public necessity, for which the
listener pays; he must get what he pays
for, or he will stop paying-and thenwhat?-‘Eos.’

Share Quotations.I WOULD> SurRest that at some time be-tween and 1, say, 12.30 p.m., 2YA
should interrupt its musical programme
for a few minutes and give the morning
share quotations. This would be of much
henefit to country shareholders, who could
then advise their sharebrokers accordingly
for the afternoon market. I am sure that
such an action would be&rpatly

appreciat-
ed: by listeners--DX1500C.

Appreciation,
M4~ I express very sincere apprecia-tion of the performance broadcast by
Signor Cesaroni and his operatic com-
pany. Despite the absence of orchestralaccompaniment, "Cavalleria Rusticana"
was most enjoyable, as also was Signor
Cesaroni’s singing of the "Pagliacci Pro-logue." Such performances as these addconsiderably to one’s enjoyment in this
"opera-less" country, and are very wel-eome.-Zedder."

Good Reception First.
PERHAPS the views of a common typeof listenermight be helpful. I am one of
those whose ideal of radio is 100 per cent.
reception. I am not concerned withwhere it comes from, whether from long
distance or only across the street, so longas the reception is clear and undistorted
without marked fading. In my district,
reception is far from satisfactory at the

==

time when I can settle to listen in, viz.,
between 8 and 10 p.m. I have no com-plaint regarding the quality of pro-
grammes, They are excellent, but in the
evenings reception. is not usually good,and 2YA is quite impossible to listen-in to
on account of distortion, while the other
three YA stations fade rather badly. On
the other hand, the two Palmerston sta-tions come through perfectly (when theyare going), and really they are the brignt
spots of, my radio experience. The moral
of this is, that it appears that if one is tohave the radio playing like a high-class
gramophone all the time, the signals must
eome from a station fairly close. What-
ever system, Government or otherwise,
that can supply this for me will have my
wholehearted support. If it cannot be
done without a degree of advertising, weilI must say that some advertising would
not worry me nearly so much as the poor
reception we get here.In the map published in the "Record"
a few weeks ago, proposed relay stations
were shown, but Palmerston was not men-
tioned. This was a disappointment, as f
am. convinced that listeners like myst
who enjoy the music for its own sakeg
against the mere experiment of getting
signals from distant places, will never
get satisfaction here until it is relayed
from an adjacent station. So far as I
am concerned, what I have heard of

a

foreign stations, particularly American, .
leads me to the conclusion that the dis-
mal, heartbreaking: wails that pass
for music from them had better be
excluded from my set, and left to travel.
along the heavyside layer without any
effort to drag them down on my part.
Good music and clear speech from close
distance will’'do me, and I am sure there
are many thousands who would back me
up in this, and these will undoubtedly sup-nort the system which can make that
possible.-A. J. Fairweather

GS
@FANZousIn Good TimesIC.S. Men are
TheFIRSI takgn On
and in Bad times they areTle LAST pue OgE?
DON'T TAKE RISKS!
JOIN THE K.C.s.!

ItstrainingRasputTHOUSANDS0f
average Men into big jobs and
keptthem there:

DoN'TSAYYou NEVERHADACHANCE1
GheLCSIllustrationMethodmakes
homcstudy practical

Tnternatiomal
Vorrespondence Schools
(NEW ZEALAND) LImited
1827,WakefleldStsWellington:
~~-Plegse{endmeFree prospectus givingFullpar-
Sculars=ofeubranches of th: profsssionOroccupation
bcforcwhichIhavemarkedX (IFyoursubjectisnot
on this list,.writeithere).~
Atchllect, GeneralBookkeeper,
Mech Draughlsman; _ Stalion Bookkeeper_=
StructuralEng0 TtSclesnan onxbranckf
ConcreleContraclor,~ShowCardWjiler_
~Building Contractor ,

~cdoerfi
I(anybranch)

Carpenler , Illustrator ,
~PlanDrawer, ~Jouiitst (eny branch)
~ShlreEngineer . GeneralEducalion .ShireOverseet, ~Language(Gphone)~MotorEngineer Special Examinations~MotorMechanic Accountant ( IntlEx)~Eleclrical _ Malrlculation ,~Elec;Mech:TEZFE~Mechanical Gngin"Iy_DenlalPrexim;~MineElecttlclan , ~PublicService,
~Aeroplane Engin0 SpecialWomen"$Dept~AeroplaneRlgger. ~Dressmaking,~Texlile Experl , ~Miliinery
~Plumber, Shomthana-Typing,~TalkieOperator;_ ~Buz;Correspondence(ThereareOVEr4,200,000ICS:Studen's,
Oycr26,000ofthesebeinginNewZcaland).
ENQUIRIES cosT NothING-PoSTNow
Namesz
Age_S OccupationAddress "R"

088 8 "D

WWE

MAN
SICN

Yjpios "

QLlnvoLausPASTILLESFor
COUCHS and COLDS

KNOW the time all over the worldwith 2
DX Clock:
9d. Each:

Box 1032, Wellington:

A YEAR
AHEAD0

Screete

A year ahead all the timethat's the (Ultimate ' __the set;tbatbrings no regrets: Don'tbuya radiountil you have seenthis wonderful receiver _a 1932
modelreadynow, in 1931.

ULTIMATE
SHORTWAVE andBROADCAST

RECEIVER
British Lonstruction

There is @nb "Ultimate" Distributor im
every part of Newv Zealand. If any
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