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 Mr. R. H. Nimmo Suggests Co-ordination of Selected Units

4

with | ‘Main Stations to give Listeners Umted, Comprehensive

WE

‘views in

and Alternative Services

enjoyed an interesting imterview with Mr. R. H. Nimme, who called upon us in connecition with the situation
" that has developed with “B” elass stations and their revenue problems, Mr. . Nimme’s viewpoint is of

interest fo all listeners who are eoncerned with the future dovelopment of radio, and aecordingly we publish his
order that eonsiderdtion may be given them,
Mr. Nimmeo stated that, owing to the restrictions now plaged upon sponsored programmes over the air by

the Post and Telegraph Department, a serious position confronted “B” class stations in general. The revenue
they had derived from certain arrangements that were in ex isience had geriously declined, and the pesition was
developing, unless the position of such stations was taken info comsideration by the Govermment, thaf many of
them, if not all of them, would be forced off the air,

5T e INTERESTED myself in radio
» i broadcasting,” sald Mr. Nim-
& me, in his etatement, “be-
cause a8 a trader I felt fore-
® i e to take some action on
5 | behalf of the listener and the
C~08 trade, to facilitate the sales
o of radio sets and give a ser-
vice that would be helpful io such

~sales, not only by myself but by deal-

ers in general. - I therefore was glad
to co-operate in the formation and es-

4ablishment of the company operating

© 27ZW, just ag many other dealers and

provincial towns had taken the same.

" gcourse in regard to their stations for

~—d4gimilay reasons.

7the Broadeasting Company, and

These stations, in
he main, have been provided because
the service from the existing YA sta-

tions has mot been adequate to dealers

degiring to demonstrate sets at hours
other than those covered by the YA
services. Purther, in the provincial

" centres and distant points, the clar-

ity of reception from YA stations left
much $o be degired.

““The response by the public to the

extra lhours and good transmission
‘that have been afforded, in particular
by 2ZW, has, I contend, been remark-

able, and ig testified to by inany hun-

_dreds of. letters that have come info

the station from all over the Domin-
fon, since we began operations. We
counted for the successful conduet of
our station, npon a certain amount of
revenue being secured from sponsored
programmes ubder definite control and
used with diserimination. The re~
si¥ictions now imposed cripple our ré-

» werrme and make the outlook for the

future most difficnlt.”

What of the Fulure?
T wag necessary in those cirenm-
gtances, continned Mr. Nimmo, to
face the situation from the listeners’

point of view. He coniended that the
listener in general had been rendeved

* g definite service right through the

vonntry by the “B” class stations. The
service provided by those stations had
popularised radio to a greater extent
then would have been the case had
New Zealand depended on only the YA
tations, thus Belping the radio trade,
the
ligteners themselves. If the serviee
given by the “B” class stations was to
be lost, radio in general would suffer
materially. ‘He therefore considered
that in determining the eourse upon
which the broadessting.service for the

fature should be conducted, it was in-
cumbent upon the Government to take
into consideration the position of “B”
class stations. He contended that
broadeasting service as a whole should
be cotiducted primarily in the inter-
ests of listeners; that, while private
enterprise might be used in the ad-
ministration of that service in order to
secure efficiency, it should be impos-
sible for either “A” or “B” class sta-
tions to exploit the service from a
profit-earning point of view. The most
logical procedure in those circumstan-
ces was for both “A” and “B” ciass
stations to be co-ordinated and under
one control, :

A Comprehensive Proposal.
ILST he was a strong adyocate of
a hoard of control, he thought that,
if the Government did not adopt the
scheme, whatever company Wag en-
trusted with the control of the major
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service should be directed to co-oper-
ate with the B clasg stations in order
to help provide salternative services of
the most acceptable character fo all lis-
teners. From the practical point of
view, he claimed that, on the position
ag it obtained to-day, it should be pos-
gible for eifher the proposed beard of
control -or whatever company wag .oper-
ating the gervice to subsidise gelected B

class stations in the main centres and
in the more important provineial towns
from* the listeners’ funds, and so pro-
vide that choice of programmes which
was definitely required by listeners.
Thig grant should be sufficient to cover
interest on the capital involved in the
station and running costs. IXf such an
arrangement was made, he would be
absolutely opposed to any B class sta-
tion accumulatnig profits at the cost of
the listener. Certain of the provincisl
B class stations could be linked up with
the central YA stations as relay sta-
tions. Necessarily, under such an are
rangement with the central authority,
the B class stations concerned would
have to attain a high standard of effi-
ciency not only from. a technical view-
poing, but algo as regards the type and
quality of programmes broadeast.
Technically, the stations would have
to conform o certain definite standards
approved by the Post and Telegraph

‘Department, and as regards the pro-
grammes these must measure up to a

standard approved by the board of con-
trol, An adequate expert staiff must be
maintained by each station, such staff

to be appreved by the board of control

or by whatever controlling authority is
set up. Making into consideration that
the prospective revenue from listeners
and the trade would amount in the
near future io about #£1060,000, and,
with the eertainty, :f improved ser-
vices were given, of substantially in-

sufice to subsidise efficiently operated
“B” clage stationg in each of the four
main centres and subsidary . selected
country stations, 'This money would be
well spent. These B class stations in
the cliies should be powerful enough to
cover the Dominion. By this meahs
listeners with efficient sets would have
the choice of eight alternative services

-working within the Dominion from the

main centres, -

To Avoid Loss and ¥njary.

SUOH a proposal would meet the pre-

gent position. I the position of B
class station owners was not considered
and the present restrictions upon ob-
taining revenue were maintained, then
those who had invested money in the
stations concerned would suffer a finan-
cial loss by the loss of the capital in-
volved in their plants and listeners in
the districts affected would guffer by
being deprived of the service hitherio

MR. R. B. NIMMOQ. -
given. It should be possible for <¢oe.
ordination to be effected on the general
lines indicated, thus enabling econtin-
uity to be maintained in services that
had been built up. .
‘On the revenne question, My, Ninmo
expressed the view that, while he was
definitely opposed to direct advertising
over the air, he thought it was possible
for sponsored programmes fo be used
with tact and discrimination to the ad-
vantage of the stations eoncerned and
the listenerg themselves. He maintain.
ed that the standard of service estab-
lished by 2ZW before the restrictions re-
cettly imposed by the Post and Tele-
graph Department became effective was
such as to give offence to no one, and
that the revenue thus received was
utilized to the definite advantage of

creasing from year to year, he wag of Listeners.
opinion that the sum of £10,000 would

Televising Street
Scenes :
A_ DEMONSTRATION of the ‘teievis-

ing of street scenes was given in

London recenily by Mw. J. I. Baird,
the inventor of the Baird system of

‘televigion.

- Considerable variations in the guai-

ity of reception, due to the varying de-

greeg. of cloud and sunshine, wag in
evidence, but on the whole the experi-
ment was ‘& sueecegs. The apparafus
used differs from thaf employed in
a television studio in that no travelling
spot of light is employed. In place of
this a large drum with. mirrors sef
round it® circumference revolves at
high speed and projects a succession of
images of the scene upon a photo-elec-
trie celi. .
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