g 's R

THE NZ. RADIO. RECORD

'3

Fs‘xday, July 17 1931. .

Another Court-MartlaI

ONCE agam have I brought ooals of

fire upon my head!
apprematlon of the ‘rendering of some
‘ofd "English . songs and my - confession

- that ‘most . singing is anathema to me’
Las  both - pained and grieved a cotres-

pondent from Dunedin.  He' asks why

- time" should be wasted in writing upon
"4 subject about which- I know nothing
sand toward which I am- accused “of.
Because
- my seli-confessed lack of knowledge.on

showing decided antipathy.

- things ‘musical should be improved by
- these .musical reviews and recitals;
" every listener knew as much about the
"subject as our honorary, and very
capa.ble, instructors, few would waste
- ‘time- in listening, for they could - be
~faight nothing. I should be counted as
“among -the condemned—a brand to be
plucked from the burning of musical
}gnoranceu-and nty comments upon these

v - musical talks should be ‘treated as-a

corfidential progress report upon the

- coftversion which is procecding!-

My. lack ‘of.

if |

‘getting it from

It is not beyond the realms of possi-
bility that, there are other listeners like-
wise thirsting for
some of * the most
capable lectures to which I have had the .
pleasure of listening. This brings me
to the second accusation, that of show-
ing a decided antipathy to the subject,
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knowledge—and

Since April-24 I have written notes
on six musical talks. In three I have
acknowledged great indebtedness to the
speakers for most. valuable talks. Two
others have 1espectlvely been classified as
“one. of the most interesting lectures of
the week,” and .* very mterestmg " The
s1xth comment is the oile causmg ‘the

N

BELLE RENAUT, L.A.B.,
well known as. a 3YA artist, and also
as a performer -at 2YA, has returned
to Christehurel - from Wellington.
She will be cordially welcomed by

3YA hsteners. Her fine contralto
voice broadcasts well.
- —Steffano Webb, photo.-

present protest. - To give unstinted.

 praise for three lectures out of six;

to give praise for two of the remaining
three; and in-the last fo accept the faul
For nut enjoying the item as. solely my
own—surely this' cannot be ascrlbe& as
“decided antipathy.”

My correspondent (whom I also thank

~ for. correcting - my error in atiributing

a couplet on singing to Shakespearé,’in-
stead of "to William Byrd) has completed
his letter with a Latin tag, which, by
the way, did ‘hot seem very appropriate.
I haye not qidite “forgotten all my. tags
and, in much ‘fear of one of my tenses,
conclude with: * Quin dicant non est:
merito ut ne dttant id est, .

On_

Dogs

ERE is a"s'ubieét about Which I

think I may claim some knowledge;
as 1 look from my stuly windew " no
fewer than three falthful camne fr'ends

come within mjr lme of vision, . Accord-

‘to ‘Sparwood 7 o]

- «enerally known,

. when a Mr.

same delightful

- “Buvening in’ Hezwm.

.mgly, as a’ dog-lover and on. hehalf of

all’ dog-lovers, L-tender grateful thatls

Referee,” for' histalk: from WA last
Tuesday.” May I-also congratiilate L.

. .on the possesszcm of a spiend1d radm
. yoice? -

He gave some 1llummatmg mforma—
tion on.a breed “about™ which little"is.

fittle about the proud and hon—hearted

5l Pekinese, but I should imagine that few-
“6f us realise the comparatlvely

shotrt

('1

o the  “New Zealand'

Mosf. of us know .d -

time in which the bieed has been seem. -

outside  the palaces of .the ChmeSe

Emperors. .
In 1860, when a. French and BrltlSh

i expe(htlon conducted a punitive campaign.

in China, Europeans for the ﬁrst time
saw the Pekinese, On this occasion five
dogs were found in a palace whicli had-

been sacked and :Esnglish naval officers v

were forturiate enough to, gain possessioft
of them all. One was. given to Queen
Victoria, and lived -for many yeatrs at
Windsor; the other four founded the'
Goodwood strain of Pekinese, into which
new blood was introduced until 1896,
Douglas Murray success-
fully smuggled two mare of the jealously
guarded breed from.China. These were
promptly. introduced’ into the now fam-
ous Goodwood strain, and to-day the’
breed is, generally speakmg, well~known
in Europe. ;

“Your master says '\'ou rP handmmc, I
agree,

But, all the sane, you a‘.ont aﬁpoal m me.

Somethmg too much of cynical surmise

Lurks in the glitter of those Eastern eves.

Aloof and calut, jou’ ﬁzerce e thron Jh
and tkrough- &
70t acquamrea’ strange; man, with
) yon

!r[

I am tempted to quote agam from ‘the
httle book
Walker’s i—

" On His star—lrt
throne.

God- sat in silence, sorro'wfnl alone

Up from the earth, .rtabbmg the peaceful
_air, .

Arose: harsh cries of strife ond wild
despair.

The angels hod wzthdrawn, what couid
they say

Or do to drive Hmr Masfzo’s grief
away?

Then Yo the seat crezkt oné, and Zacked
His hand; .

“Your dog can’t help—lmt oIz, I mzder-
stand'

God dr apj:ed a tear, fmd God was

comforted *

Sometlmes T think Walker must have
had an Airedale at the back of his
mind when he penned the above beau-
tiful lines. The Airedale was another
breed discussed by Mr. Sparwood: It
is obv:ous that he, too, loves this type.

The origin is interesting.  Sometime
in 1850, either by accident or by design,
the otter-hound and the wire-haired ter-
rier ‘were crossed. Otter huntzng was

very popular in Yorkshire in those days, :
and this cross having been effected in

the valley of the Aire, the name Aire-
dale is pecullarly appropriate, -

Strange as it may seem .to call a dog'

which may easﬂy weigh, forty or fifty
pounds a terrier, still, as. Mr.. Sparwond
states, it is perfectly correct- to do so.

At home in water and on land, tractable ’
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