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Deve opment of Broadcastmg n New Zea and

=Y & listeners in the mear future
will be concerned with the de«
eision of Parliament upon the
future administration of the
broadecasting service, it will
be timely to review conclsely

‘'the courge of events in the
past five or six years, parti-
cularly the activitles of the comipany
in bringing the. hroadcasting service

it8 present state of—not perfection,
f% that word iz an impossible one In
tit! broadeasting field, but at any rate
of relative efficiency.

«¥ It was in August of 1925 that the
Government entrusted the Radio
Broadeasting Company of New Zealand
Titd., which had been formed in quick
tune to undertake tlie responsibilities
of the service, with the powers of estab-
lishing and bullding up a broadeast
system gzniteble for the neéeds of the
Dominion, - The subject was & new

one, but fortunately officers of the Post.

&nd Telegraph' Department and respon-

slble péliticlans had devoted to.it &

certain amount” of investigation and
. thotight, They had the advantage of
a certain amount of experience in other
countries, and could in a measare fore-

‘cast- the probable requirements of the

Dominion in this field. - By that time
the - British Broadecasting Corporation
\g.; ad been established, and it was de-
ided in the main to make the British
. system a model for New Zesland, al-
- though the detalled administration of
“the ‘service was to be entrusted, not
to a_ Government corporation but to
a private company. This was 2 sound
decision in the state of our national
development, for it has enabled &
national broadcasting system to be
-established.and carried out to the satis.
- faction of the great majority. of listen-
. ers on sound finanelal lineg, a1l with.
: out cost or liafbility to the State.

Sama Actual Facts,

IN summary; the company hag estab-
lished  and -maintained broadcast-
ing statioms, including studlos,

“ing the very latest improvements ‘At
the four main centres, Itis well known
the station at Wellington = was

o gl ¢ power ten times that called for
. iptthe comtract from the Government,

this being provided to cope with any '

‘national emergency and to give day-
}ight range of the whole Dominion.

In the seeond place, the company
hag given approximately four times
the daily hours provided for under its
original contract.

The character of the service given
has encouraged the number of licensed

Iigteners to grow from a.pproximatel,vv

3000 to over 60,000.
After operatmg the service for some

four years and studying the . actual”

conditions as they obtained in New

Nealand, the company could see that

Auriber development was. necessary to
ive listeners all over the country the
%ullest pogsible -efficiency. Technieal
investigation showed it that it was
necessary to Increase the efficiency of
broadcast coverage and énable ligten-
erg In the counfry districts to obtain

with .
' ‘necessary plant and equipment embody-

8 servme equalto that already en~
joyed by’ hsteners adjacent to the main
-stations,

That scheme was subm:mted to the
Government, but no action wag taken
upon it. It ig still Before the Govem—
ment, bt would seem to have been
made ;the basis of the alternative
scheme-said to-be in contemplatxon by
the Government

Programme&
WHEN the company began operations
the recording of gmmophone mmsie
was not as efficient am it is now. It

was therefore laid down In the original
contraect that a limited amount of

gmmophone 1ee0u1:. should be used. Ik

wag thus ineambent upon . the Broad-
casmng Company to exploit and de-
velop to the fullest possible extent local

musical and elocutionary talent.  In
the early stages the Broadcasting Com-
pany was condemned for using récords.
To-day it is condemned for not using
them sufficlently. Realising its re-
sponsibllity to develop local talent, the
company sought assiduously for talent-
ed performers, Over 40,000 individuzul
contracts with artists have been com-
pleted since the inception of the system
without a-single case of misunderstand-
ing. .

Muszcczl

_wzll present a
Russmn

From 2YA

The .
Chamber? Music Trio

Leon de Mawiy . Evelyn de Mazmy‘— Claude Tenner

in continuation of the series of

Portraits”

programme  of
music.
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‘In dddition to the_serv_xce of develop-
ing  local talent, the compainy bhag

brought to the ears of -listeners the -

wm}d’s leading artists by means of . re-
corded performances.

In recent months the company fias
made available speecial  recorded
features selected  from programmes
broadeast. in other countries, thus giv-.
ing New. Zealand listeners a diversity
of entertaininent that they could not
obtain by any other means. In fhis
field the company has kept fully in
touch with modern developments.’ )

There has also been given regular
broadecasts of interesting and edu(:a- )
tional lectures by highly-qualified
speakers; deily news is fully covered;
market reports and descriptions of
sporting events are not meglected,

JFinally, in the sgervice of 'its pro- .
gramme, it has assembled 2 musieal
lbrary, comprising 16,000 items, many .
of which are unprocurable otherwiss
in New Zealand.

Public Service and Relations.

NO opportunity has been lost - af

broadcasting events of local, na-~
tional and Imperial significance by
_meang of relays and rebroadcasts. The
company has freely co-operated with all |
local organisations in aiding the pre-
pagation of anything in the publie
welfare,

A partlcnlarly useful bond of asso-
ciation with the public has been forged
by the appointment of 32 ‘official Hs-
teners, and the establishment of 14

. publiec committees, which bring to the

service of broadeasting the specialised

presentative of a wide range of listen-.
ers’ interests. 'T'hese committees make
. recommendations to the company with
regard to—
(2) Entertainment,
and sport.
© (b)Y Church services and broadcagts
.ot a religious nature.
(¢) Children’s work.
- (d) Service to primary producers:
‘Finally; the company has scrupu-
~tously safeguarded the political, sec-
tatian, moral and social aspirations
and susceptibilities of the listening pub-
‘He, It has done a very great deal
to further all social interests.
- Whatever ‘may be the decision for
the future goveérndnce of broadeasting,
the company can have the satisfaction

musie, drame

 of knowing that it ploneered the broad.

easting service in New Zealand; that
it laid the foundations of the gervice
broadly and gonndly; that it faithfally
earried out all the conditions of 'fts

- gontract-—giving, in fact, much more

than was required of it in practieally
every field; in short, that it blazed the
trail courageons]y 'and well, quistly
solving many problems, of the existerice
of which some, ever ready to comi-
plain, were not even aware.
mw
NOW the “’;‘f all over the world
th
(14 C}oek.
9d, Hach, Posted.
Box 1033, Wellingion,

knowledge of 146 leading citizens, re- ..



