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{The Inimitable Arliss.

A

HERE’ are pictures and ‘pictures,
and it was with certain misgivings
that I prepared to witness representa-
tion on the sound film of "Old Eng:lish," derived from the stage play by
Mr. John Galsworthy, whose name is
extremely near and dear in the historyof one’s literary experience. Frow
past painful experience, one dreaded
what the moying picture might do in
the way of sacrilegious treatment. It
turned out, however, that criticism
Was silenced. As the exponent of the
ways and works of the eighty-year-old
bon viveur, with his Latin tags, his
strong vein ‘of sentiment and entire
absence of sentimentality, Mr. Arliss
was a miracle of histrionic force and
subtlety. . L’audace, ’audace, toujoursVaudace might well be the motto of one
who faced financial crisis, blackmail,
and_ threatened exposure of doubtful
de with a wit, bonhomie and deci-
sidW that needs must raise instantan-
eous admiration in a race of which
"Old English" is typical.
In an effort to give financial helpto children of a natural son of an old
and illicit love-story, a "sharp" transac-
tion is put through, which results inimpending disaster.': The old man
gamely rises to grapple with emergen-
cy, refuses to be under the heel of un-
pleasant progeny of lawful marriage,
and courts certain death with magnifi
cent savoir faire. .

Excellently well chosen as is the en-
tire cast, embracing admirable butler
and maid, volatile and frothy widowwith attractive son and daughter, and
mean-spirited hound who "chivvies"an enfeebled-and dying man; yet each
_performance is subservient to Mr. Ar:liss’s tour de force as the arrogant old
autocrat, who, despite unquenchable
zest for the world’s ways, with heroic
bravado wilfully dares his Nemesis and
waves defiance at death.
The play has the advantage of un-
exceptionable staging, providing fas-
cinating picturisation of England in
the ‘nineties, with "toppers," hansom
cabs, old street scenes, and strange and
distressing coiffures and costumes of
female protagonists.
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Another View of the Eternal Feminine.
DZDOES
Mr. Jacob Epstein ste us as
we are, as he wishes us to be, as
the eye of modern art envisages the
mother of men, or as we "never was’?
One wonders whence came inspiration
for the extraordinary statue of
"Genesis." latest work of this sculptor
of original genius, which has raised
storm of comment in England, most
of it of a vituperative character. The
statue represents the figure of a. wo-
man several times larger than life, re-
markable for uncouth strength of mod-
elling, and an entire absence of grace
or beauty as these attributes are under-
stood by its critics, who in a mental
morass of dislike and bewilderment, en-
deavour, without success, to glimpse the
symbolism of Mr. Epstein’s great and
terrible achievement. Work of genius
as it may be, artistic problem as it un-
doubtedly is, "Genesis" has found *
purchaser, and is to be added to a not-
able collection of ancient and modern
art.
Pack up Your Troubles.

(CULLED from an English paper isthe following excellent suggestion
that might. with advantage be followed
in our own country these cheerless
times. At Home, where most. people,
e’en as we ourselves, continue to harp
gloomily on general depression, a cheer-
ful optimist has arisen in the origina-
tor of a series of "diners de bon es-
poir" in a favourite restaurant. For
once the universal grumblers of being
"almost bankrupt" and "just existing
on three separate overdrafts" were re-
solutely banned, and everyone put
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aside worries for a few hours, entering
resolutely into the spirit of the even-ing. So successful was it that the ex-
periment is shortly to be repeated.
Women Writers,
HREE booksto be recommended:
"Overture," by Anne StantonDrew
(pen mame of a well-known actress),
is a story of stage life by one who.
knows it well, and writes of what she
knows with sympathy and charm, "The
Diaries of Daisy, Princess of Pless,’’
deal with interesting phases of the
diversified career of the beautiful and
unfortunate writer, and through its
pages flit many famous political and
social -celebrities of England and Ger-.many. "The Loving Spirit" is a familychronicle, tells the story of four genera-
tions, and is the best of the three books
mentioned. It is by Daphne du Maurier,
who, judging by her portraits, is as
pretty as her name.
Amusing Decor. .
N the modernist house the back-to-
’ nature trend has been driven from
the lounge and bedroom to the bath-
room. Here the "Hickling Broad" frieze
tells the artist’s storyof a real bit of
seagull life on the Norfolk Broads.
There is another, "Ocean Depths," with
realistic fish, rocks and seaweed. Blue
is the most popular colour for the bath-
room walls, and the second favourite is
green. The modernist aim is to weld
the room into one from the point of
view of line as well as. colour. A
lounge scheme with the wallpaper in
one of the numerous neutral tones
bordering on sunshine, that strike a
cheerful note as well as proving the

perfect. background, has an interest-
ing substitute for the overmantel in 2
cubist, semi-circular frieze in golds and
browns that just takes ‘the space over
one of. the wide low modern fireplaces.
The Gay City Grows Triste, ;

GOOD deal of ink is now being
spilled: .concerning the changes
which ‘have come over Paris since the
war. Many people have declared that.the capital is now very dull by cém-
parison with the days when habitues
of the:boulevards strolled gently along,
dropping into a eafe here and there for
a little drink seasoned by music’ and
conversation. The boulevardier now
seeks some of his old haunts in vain.
Where once there was a lively cafe he
finds a -bank or an insurance~ office.
Some Parisians have raised the'cry that
Paris is losing her old gaiety. Many
others ‘simply smile at this:and‘declare that the real: Parisian canfind all the old spirit if "he takes, the
trouble to look. for it.
Fashion, the Jade!
QVERBLOUSES are more pecoming:than the ttick-in vatiety, and look
excellent with jacket suits when. well
fitted under the waistline: The short-sleeved vest simulating a waistcoat is
smart and sporting, fashioned in silks,
gingham, pique, linen, "plaid taffetas,and striped silks.
Tunies vie with overblouses and
hang to the knees or. to within six or
eight inches of skirt hems. The most
popular versions choose a .waistline on°
the higher hip-bone level and smooth
fitting skirt depths. They are effec-
tive in satin and heavy guipure lace.
From England comes tidings that
trousers are popular, Not, perhaps,.says the writer, for the street as yet,but for games and indoor wear. She
wonders men do not rebél against this
feminine invasion of the garb that has
been their monopoly, as it looks as’though we may become even more en-
terprising in other directions than mati
fers sartorial.

Hints for the Housewife
Ink on Furniture.
"ERY obstinate ink stains on furni-
ture can be removed with a _ cork
dipped in oxalic acid. Rub very lightly
then wash off the acid immediately, and
polish the wood in the usual way. Oxalic
acid has a strong corrosive action, andit is therefore important that. it should
not be allowed to remain on the wood
any longer than is strictly necessary, It
~is also a dangerous poison, and should

r

be used with the greatest caution. Take
great care not to allow it to touch your
hands,

,

For Stiff Keys.
EYS, especially those for outside
doors, are often’ found difficult to
turn because they are apt to rust with
the damp. Take out any stubborn key,
rub the part that fits the lock with soap,
lard, or oiJ, replace it’ and lock and
unlock the door ‘several times. Very
soon you will find the key turning quite
easily and you will have no further
trouble for a long time.

.

Ideal Food Containers.
GLASS is the ideal material for food
‘containers. Stores’ that are getting
low can be seen at a glance, and it is
also easily washed and dried. If this is
too expensive, earthenware is the next
best substitute,

:

Cleaning Mahogany.

MAHOGANY which has become
cloudy can be cleaned with muslin
squeezed out of vinegar and hot water.
Then dissolve two teaspoonfuls each of
turpentine and linseed oil in a pint of
water. Polish with wash leather.

Shabby Leather.
O clean soiled or shabby leather
chairs rub them with a soft cloth
dipped in boiling milk. This will remove
dirt and stains and restore the colour.
Polish afterwards with « soft piece of
velvet or velveteen, or ‘use furniture
polish in the ordinary way.

LADIES? Learn
DRESSMAKING, CUTTING, DESIGNINCand LADIES' TAILORING

JUST THINK HowmuchYou could 8avebymaking your own clothea
Howmuck You could make
making for others.

WEGUARANTEE to teach you 0ProfessionalSystemof
cutting as well asmaking, enablingYou to CUT ANY
STYLE,ToFIT ANY FIGURE frompicturesWITHOUT
PATTERNS.
YOU MAY LEARN AT HOME iN YOUR SPARE TIME OR HAVE

INDIVIDUAL TUITION AT OUR ACADEMY.
MAIL COUPON NOW.

McCABEAcademy Pleage send mhe Tree InformetionBooklct about youT DreggmakingofDressmaking Courges: for which I encloge 3d. stampfor postage.
DLC: BUILDINGS, Name
LAMBTON QUAY, Addreas
WELLINGTON
Phone 42-323. For Postal Instruction PlaecX hereForPersonal InstructionplaceX here


