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= WSPITH ebundant advertising,
and & thorough method of or-
‘ganisation, the public meeting
f} held at Wellington on Wed-
| nesday evening, April 22, in
| Nimmo’s concert hall, to form
‘& Wellington branch of the
| === New Zealand Radio Listeners’

Teagne, proved -somewhat disappoint-
~ing. -Only about 50 persons were pre-
" gent, and a proportion of these &p-

:'peared to have attended mainly to hear

- ihe free gramophone concert which was -
advertised to form part of the evening’s

" proceedings. At the conclusion of the
meeting more than half of the people,
apart from those assoclaied with its or-
gapisation, left without Jjolning the
" league, although they were actively ean-
vassed bv members of the committee.

- Mr, J.H. Owen occupied the chair
He mentioned that apologies for ab-
sence had been received from Dr, G.
F. V. Anson, Messrs. Martin Luckie,
and H. D. Bemnett. - In his opening
remarks the chairman, reading from

" motes, briefly outlined the objects of the

Jeague and the purpose for which the
' meeting was ealled. Mr. Owen said
- that mwembership was open to ali,
whether radio licensees or not. He
‘then introduced Mr. Hareld Booth (of
. Dunedin), Dominion organiser of the
league, to explain the objeets and poliey
of the New Zealand Radio Listeners’
League. . )
o Mr. Booth’s Address.

. MAR. BOOTH gaid that in view of the

A fact that the Radio Broadeasting
Company’s confract would be expiring
at the end of the year, and as the

"~ Pogtmaster-General had expressed his

intention of bringing down new regula-
tions, the time was opportune for the
radio licensees to form one representa-
tive organisation for the whole of New
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Zealand, so that those who paid the
piper would have some say in calling
the tune. ~For-instance, he said, if
the Government - decides to- form &
Board. of Control of broadcasting the
radio licensees should have at least one
“representative on that board. - No per-
son connected with the radio trade
eould take office on the executive of &
branch of the league, and membership .
- of the branches was open to all comers
whether radio licensees or nof. Br.
Booth admitted and deplored the faet .
that the larger proportion of radio
licensees had not yet joined the league.
It was not sufficient to convince the
radio licensees that the league was
necessary; it was essential that they
should have & big membership yoll. It
wag proposed to call a Dominion con-
ference of the various branches of the
league about next Aumgust to form a
national policy, and to offexr suggestions
to the Government as to what should be
done, The league wag a mon-political
body, but it was difficult to keep poli~
ties out of an organigation of that char-
acter. The leagne was formed to pro-.
tect the rights of radio licensees.

They had heen accuged, said Mr.
Booth, of being out to. boost the trade
or the *“B” class stations,
not going to boost either the “A” or
“B” e¢lass stations, The question of
thege stations, however, came within
the scope -of the league’s constitutiom,
‘which provides that the league can be
prepared to take in hand those matters.
Hleven branches of the league had been
formed In New Zealand, but, sald Mr.
Booth, he conld not say whether they
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were large in membership.or not, but
the execufives were enthuslastic and
the membership was growing, - . .

Among  the main objects. of the
league, Mr. Booth explained, was to
enable all interests of the -radio
license¢s to he. concenfrated at one
central place of advice; to obtain 4
gatisfactory broadcast -service for all
places in the Dominion from all New
Zealand stations -or “outside”: to en-
sure protection from interference due to
leakages from power boards’ supplies,
X-ray and similar sources of interfer-

MILLICENT O'GRADY,
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ence; to ensure a proper separation of
the wavelengths of the various broad-
cast stations to prevent clashing (Mr.
Booth here mentioned that at times
he eould not get one station. without
gimuitaneously hearing four or five
other stations) ; to enlighten the publie
on the benefits of radio; to obtain
legislation to protect radio; to render
all possible assistance in the develop-
ment of radio; to support the estab-
lishment of 2 Board of Control and to
have at least ome radio licensee’s re-
presentative on the board. Mr, "Booth
urged that there was only. one way to
obtain these objects and that was by
organisation. The existing radio clubs
and associations could affiliate with the

league . Xt was no good for the league.
. to claim to represent the 61,000 radio
" licensees if the membership of the

league comprised only a few hundred.

Continuing, Mr. Bootk, said that the
league had to consider whether Gov-
ernment control of broadcasting was in
the best interests of licenses or not.
At the present moment the Postmaster-
General’s proposals were too indefinite
for criticism. There should be no hasty
decision to increase the power of the
existing “A” class stations, There were

\-

‘Formation of Wellington Branch

‘about 6000 lcensees, they -had a mej
" bership of 2000. In Wellington, whi]

. number,

differences. 'of opinions ag to the merlt.
of increasing the power of those sta-
tions, 'They must obtain expert advice -
on that matter. There was also no
guarantee that the present cost of the

- Hstener’s license fee would. not be in-

creaged.  Moreover, any -assurance -of -
the present Government was not bind-
ing on ifs suceessors. :
" Mr. Booth appealed for a sirong
membership of the Wellington branch,
as the listeners in Wellington were at

‘the seat of Government and readily ac-.
d

cessible. In Otago, where they

A

there were somewhere hetween 14,000
or 15,000 listeners, they should have
a membership of at least half that

N Organisation Too Wide,

.Mr. I. M. Levy obtained the permise
sion of the chairman to refer to a
matter mentioned by Mwr. Booth in
hig address.. Mr. Levy pointed out
that a serious blunder had been made’
in admitiing 811 and sundry into mem-
bership of the league, whether they
were radio licensees or mot. He said
that when they approached the Post-
master-General and claimed to.repre-’
sent” the radio lisensees, those whom .
Mr. Booth had said “paid the pipery’
and should call the tune,” no one could
say how many of those whose names

. went to- swell the mempership rell

had the right, as payers of radio license
fees, to make representations. o the
Government. A fatal migtake had been
made by admitting all and sundry to

© membership of the various branches

of the league; it was fundamentally
wrong in practice and in principle,
They could : not veasonably hope
to deceive the Postmagter-General

‘when they represented to -him that

their membership roll comprised so
many when the plain fact vemained
that the membership of the league was
not restricted to those who paid the
radio listeners’ license fees. The chair-
man had invited thoge present to enrol
their mneighbours when they came in
to listen to broadcast programmes.
This method of swelling the roll j
membership, Mr, Levy stated, logiked
uncommonly akin to “roll-stufiing.” {in-
doubtedly a- considerable number of
“outside” people had already been
entered ag members of other branches
of the league; the constitution provided
for it and their membership had been
solicited. ~ In his opinion, Mr. Levy
said, the league’s prestige wag already
digcounted throughout New Zealand.

Mr. Levy’s remarks were briefly en-
dorsed by two others.. .

Quite a Debate.

‘Mr. Booth replied that he had a fuil
list of every registered radio licensee
throughout New Zealand, and he had
checked the membership volls of the -
pranches and found  that only a fewy’
who did not. hold radio licenses Hg
been admitied to, membership. "

My, Levy remarked that Mr. Booth’s
reply did not tally with the statement
he had made earlier in the evening~—
that eleven branches of the Jeagne had

e



