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" To Perform from 4YA

;".ON Tuesday, March 31, the brass

band of St. Jogseph’s Orphanage is

. _to present a programme at 4YA,

Yormed only a few. years ago, this

' combination of boys, under the con-

ductorship of Mr, D. Whelan, has de-
veloped wonderfully as a musical or-
ganisation, The band fulfils numerous
public engagements.. Concerning & re-

. cent. concert, which filled the Concert

Chamber of the Dunedin Town Hall,
the Dupedin “Evening Star” said:
“The band, which is composed en-
_tirely of young boys, gave an excellent
cgiitable performance of standard
oRatrl works, playing with s finish
thev *surprised the audience consider-
ably. The conductor (Mr. 1. Whelan)
had the boys under excellent control,
and their response was very gratifying
indeed. Their music was cleanly play-
ed, good tone being a special feature of
each performance. The boys in the
pand were also heard in solo items,
showing a standard that did their
tutor and themselves much credit.”

Radio Personals

“ A UNT PAT” of 8YA (Migs Maynard
Hall) is at present on holiday
leave. Mrs. A, J. McLaren (“Lady
bird”) is acting in her stead as or-
‘\ganiger of the children's sessions.

MR- 6. LAMONT GURR, one of
) Auckland’s finest baritone sing-
erg, will be making his first radio ap-
pearance on Friday, April 3.

VERY fine Welgh basso, My, E.
H. Jones, is to sing for 2YA on
Thursday. He should prove an acqui-
sition to the roll of Wellington radio
artists.

MR. A. GUILD, who is to bring his

bagpipes before the ZYA.mlCro-
phone on Saturday, April 4, is only
19 years of age. He has been a stud-
ent of the pipes since he was ten years
old, and hag a succession of New Zea-
land championships to his credit: At
“palmerston North last Haster he was
t}fe winner of one event that he 1.1as
%gld for the past seven years, beating
‘all-comers,

. ®. A. J. HODDER, of Levin, at
pregent on a visit to Christchurch,

. ‘will sing for 8YA on Saturday, April

4. He is the possessor of a very fine
‘paritone: voice.

IS8 MARJORIE ALEXANDER,

L who has played for 3YA and de-
monstrated what a brilliant performer
she is on the pianoforte, has just re-
ceived adviee that she has been award-
ed an exhibition in pianoforte at the
Royal College of Music, London, as
the result of her performance in the
practical  examinations conducted
thronghout New Zealand . last year.

}’ Thig award entitles her to a free course
' of tuition at the institution in TLon-

e

don for at least two years.

The 1981 “Radio Guide”
is out this week!
180 pages brim full of wuseful and
_interesting information,
Al Bookuelless, and
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- The Bunedin Orehestral Society
under the conductorship of .
Alfred W almsley

A

will present their first concert of tke 1931
season at His Majesty’s Theatre, Dunedin.
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‘Children’s Sessions

AT 2YA.

MONDAY, MARCH 30: Uncle Jeff is
bringing a party of entertainers
from Mrs. Pauli’s Studio. They
are clever little performers. Uncle
Jeff's puzzles, stories and riddles
will algo be part of this pro-
gramme, -

TUBSDAY : The Birthday Postmen tfo-
. mnight will be TUncle Toby and
Jumbo. Mrs. Victor Lloy@’s little
pupils will perform a playlet, a
special adaptation .of ‘Helen's
Babies.” If you listen carefully
you will hear Budge and Toddy.

WEDNESDAY: Some cousing from
Island Bay are coming to help our
“Cheerful Chirpers.” They will
sing “Drake’s Drum” and some
other gongs for us. Another ‘“Meet-
ing Pool” story will be read.
Birthday greetings as usual.

THURSDAY: Big Brother Jack will
act as stage manager to-might for
a little play to be performed by
Miss Rastall’s pupils.

SATURDAY: Let’s all go off for a
trip to Fairyland to hear “The
Elves® March,” and see *“The Fairv
Wood.”. The wood nymph will tell
you all about “The Fairies at the

Bottom of the Garden” Oh, yes,

Spot, you can come, too.

SUNDAY : As it is Waster Sunday, the
Cambridge Presbyterian Children’s
Choir will bring a special pro-
gramme of soungs and choir work.
Mr. Reynolds will conduet the
singing and Uncle George the se-
xoa, )

American Radio Stars

ccmrerer——

Fabulous Salaries

*
N idea of the huge salaries now be-
ing paid star radio performers is
given in a comprehensive volume en-
titled ‘“Thiz Thing Called Broadcast-
ing,” issued under the joint authorship
of Dr. Alfred N. Goldsmith, vice-presi-
dent and general manager of the Radio
Corporation of Ameriea, and Austin C.
Lescarboura, former managing editor of
the “Scientific Americdn.” In this it is
stated:

“The huge salaries for which the
Hollywood motion picture industry is
famous are being met and surpassed by
those paid for radio performances. .. .
The Shell Gasoline Company has been
convinced that it is worth paying Hugh
Barrett Dobbs 300,000 dollars tocon-~
duct the Shell Happy-time Hour on the
Pacific Coast every morning for three
years. /The Fleischman Yeast Com-
pany pays Rudy Vallee and his orches-
tra 2500 dollars a week to play for the
Fleischman Sunshine Hour, Vincent
Lopez is said to receive the same gum,
Franklin Baur, the Firestone tenor,
writes hig name on the back of & 1000
dollar cheque every week, Jessica

-Dragonette makes more than 700 dol-

lars weekly, and Graham McNamee
finds more than 1000 dollars in his
weekly pay envelope. . . . The record for
single or ocecasional broadcasts, as far
a8 we can find, is held by Harry Laud-
er, who received 15,000 doliars for his
first 15 minutes on the air. He sang
three songs at 5000 dollars per song
and then sang another-quarter hour on
another programme for the same

amounr}r;nakiug 8 grand tatal of 30,000
flollars Sox B0 minsston™
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- from the lighthouse.

Fog Warvnivngs at Sevs; -

- A Talking Beacon
A “TALKING BEACON,” the first
of its kind in the world, is in-
operation at the Cumbrae Lighthouse,

in.the Firth-of Clyde, and Instructions

bave been given to mariners regard-
ing ity use., - The apparatus consists
merely of a radio gramophone, and. -
this, nsed in connection with the light- -
house foghorn, tells a ship’s wireless:
operator exactly how far hig ship is
The reeord,
played on the lighthouse. gramophone,
gives the name Cumbrae arnd. then

counts out the ship’s distance in miles . '

and cables from the lighthouse,
The “talking beacon” i¢ expected to

_remove many of the difficultles eun-

countered by mariners. A vessel equip-

ped with the simplest radio receiver ...

will hear the beacon “speaking’” and .
will thus be able to know her exact
distance from land, even in the thick-
est fog. . Every 70 seconds there will
be heard the name of the beaconr in
speech (Cumbrae), the three blasts of
the fog signal; counting in speech the
distances up to five miles; and the two
blasts of the fog signal.

There will be an interval of silenes,
lasting about 27 seconds, until the
name of the beacon is spoken again.
Immediately before each mile is gpok-
en a bell is sounded, and the interval:
between each figure of the count repre-
sents the time that sound takes (o
travel a mile, The apparatus has 2
range of five miles. o

The design and construction of the
apparatus was a long and complicat-
ed process. When the idea was first
worked upon, it was thought that in
these days of gramophones and “talle .
fes” little difficulty. would be found -
when this aspect of the work was ap- -
proached. '
ever, the synchonisation of the
paratus causing a great deal
trouble before complete Success was
attained. Very Httle power is re-
quired, and a small size gramophone
record supplies the speeeh. :

The system is based on the fact that
the rate of travel of sound through the
air is less than the speed of radioc
waves, A vessel three miles off the
beacon, for example, will hear the
signal later than a vessel two miles:
away. The ingtallation is remark-
ably cheap, and can be used on any
fog signal, giving all the advantages
of wireless and sound signals to boats
and small vessels. When vessels or
lightships are equipped with the ap-
paratus they will always be ecertain of
their distance from one another, thus
avoiding the risk of collision at sea.

Already widespread interést is being
shown in the “talking beacon,” and
seafaring men belleve that within a
short time its use will be world-wide.
While the apparatus is in its infancy
the Lighthouse Trustees have warned
mariners to exercise the usmal fog
precautions, i
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" Indoor ‘Antennae

THE lead-in from an indoor saerial,

ag from an outdoor aerial, should
generally come from one end- of the
(o, ‘ .

It proved otherwise, how _

of



