* - feature.

» PIIGR  an  exhaustive ex-
amination of the logs sub-
mitted, Mr. R, 8. Eillis, of
Okato, Taranakl, has been
selected as the winner of the
DX club’s competition and
the - silver challenge cop
donated by the “Radio Re-

IPhe winner's accepted log of stations -

was 89, while Mr. A. Greeuning, of In-
glewood, ran a close second with 82,

. Mt, Blis’s log comprised: 69 Amerl-

‘can, 10 Ausiralian, 8 Canadian, 2 Japa-
nese and 1 Chinese statlon, and Mr.
Greening’s 56 American, 3 Canadian,
12 -Australian, 4 Japanese, 2 Mexican,
2 South American, 2 Pacific Islands,
~ and 1 ship station. o

Judge’s Comments.

WENTY-FIVE entries in all were
received for the competition,

. among them being some excellent logs.

“'Several competitors with the | right

" spirit sent amlong small logs, mot, as

they remarked, because they had any
“ehance of winning, but because they
wanted to encourage DX-ing and io
‘keep the competition going. _And
 they have suecceeded, for the DX club’s

competition is now to be a regular

<" Now for the logs, themselves. In
‘those examined were varying percent-
ages of so-called verifications which
.eould not be accepted. In fact, in

" one case over ifwenty were discarded,

an additional proof of the statement
_ made in the governing conditions to
“fhe effect that it is not sufficient to
write to a station and say: “I heard
your station last might. Musgic was
being played, - Please send me a veri-
fieation.” They will not send them.
Judge for yourselves from the followr
.. ing extracts from “verificition” leffers:
S .. %, .., We believe you were correct
- in assuming that you were listening
to KOL, Seattle, Washington, on the
night of April 5, 1930. . . As you know,
it i§ the costom of most radio stations
to give their eall letters every fifteen
niinutes, and usnally as close to the
quarter period as possible. So at 7.15
it was duite probable that our an-
~mouncer was saying ‘KOL, Beattle’ . .’
: Very vague and uno mention of defin-
‘ite verification. :
- %, , . The station. at the -time you
“tuned on us was using the name Radie
Sam, theréfore it is very possible you
were correct. We are very anxious
" for you to get us againm and ask thaf,
if you do, to write us with a more
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definite description of the programme . “The aerial F use consists of seven

so that we can verify your reception.”
Hosts of others, too, remark that
“it was probably our station you

- heard”-—iu fact, judging by some of

thege letters, “probably” appears to be
the most overworked adverb uged in
America to-day. '
Again, it is searcely sporting to
write for verification of reception
swhen all particulars have not been
definitely determined—at least, this is
so if such “verifications” are to be en:
tered in a competition. 8o, DX-erg,
be certain of ample proof ¢f reception
before writing.
conditions prevents you from seeuring

this, note the dial readings and &y .
There is no -

again another night.
real gatisfaction in elaiming to have
beard a station whose identity has
only been guessed at. . .

The Winver’s Installation.
MR. BLLIS, in producing the great-

est number of station verifica-
tions, has gained a well-deserved win,
for he has béen keenly interested in

DX-ing for many years, and is one

of the DX club’s oldest and most en-
thusiastic members, ) : )
Owing to restricting clauses in the

governing rules, he was unable to en- -

ter his total log of stations, and as
a result his claim for first place was
very closely contested. This should
relieve the minds of those for whom
DX-ing is 2 new hobby, and who eon-
sequently feel that. they are labour-
ing under a gerious handicap. Ii was
to eliminate this disadvantage that the

conditions mentioned above were de-

vised.

The next competition, which closes
on June 30, 1931, should prove even
more popular, and many eniries are
anticipated. )

Below Mr. Bllis gives 2 description
of his DX-ing outfit:— S’

“My set is an ordinary standard
sereen-grid Stewart-Warner, using the
following R.C.A. Radiatron valves:
Three 224 type sereen grid, two 227
heater type (one as power detector),
two new 245 type power .valves in
push-pull, and one 280 type rectifier.
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WELLINGTON.

If static or adverse -

strands of No. 21 wire, 300 £i. long,
with five insulators at each end, slung

‘between poles 50ft. high, running north

and south, 'The lead-in is 7/21 in-
sullated. I o y
“The Pierce earth system, with

water-pipes six feet long, iy used, but
gasoline tins are substituted for the

The DX Cup which has heen won by

Mr. S. Ellis, of Okate. A miniature

of this wil be presemted to the
-winner.

—8, ‘P, Andrew, photo

L
car radiator,
a copper plate running direct
edarth wire .of the set.”

The Next Competition,

TFYHE next competition is well under
-way, and judging from - corres-

These are connected to
to the

pondence we have received on the sub-

ject there will be a bigger field.

Pollowing are the conditions govern-
ing the competition:—

1. The listener who can, within six
months, collect the greatest log of
gtations and comply with the condi-
tions set forthwith, will have his
game ingeribed on the “Radio Record”

up.
of the “Radic Record,” but the winner
will be presented with an inseribed
miniature. : . :

2, The stations counting for the com-
petition must have frequencies not ex-
ceeding 1500 kilocycles mor less than
545 kiloceycles per second  (200-550
metres),

8. All stations must be verified. The
enthusiast should listen to the items
and note sufficient of them so that
the station officlals can vecognise the
broadcast, . A letter, card or ¥kko
gtamp to this effect must be in pos-
session of .the listener before he can

ompetition

This will remain the property

clalm -credit for a statlon. -~ Such

fiestion. -All eards sent in will be eare-
fully treated and returned when the
decision 1s arrived at. ) :

4. Stations received during one

. period of six months can count for the

ensuing one, providing their fréquen-
cies remain the same (unless they are
recognised experimental stations). In
.other words, the station verified must
have operated on the frequency shown
on . the verification ¢ard on or after
the first day of the period. In thig
ease,: January 1. Al logs: for the
_gecond period must be in our posses-
slon by July 1, 1931

5. The- following stationg are not
jncluded in the competition: All New
Zealand and the following  Australian
stations: 2FC, 2BIL, 40QG, 3LO, 3AR,
2BE, 2UE, 2GB, 2NC, 3DB, 3UZ

- BCL, 6WF, T72L, TLA. These Aug-

tralian stations can be accepted
i# logged in New Zealand day-
light, but the verification must clear-
-1y admit this fact. ‘This is fo pre-
vent possible interference with the
programmes that are enjoyed by non-

" DX-ers.

8.. The . right is reserved. to add fur-
ther condifions or alter existing ones
as unforseen circumstances demand,

7. The declsion of the judge in all
matters will be final. - -

New - Wéllington

Interference ~ Complaints

FOR the past few weeks 8 new Wel-
lington station, on 278 metres (1120
ke.), has puzzled many New Zealand
listeners, ~ Still more has it puzzled,
. and in many cases annoyed, local users
of erystal sets. ‘

The new station, which is of an ex-
perimental pature only, has been al-
lotted the call sign of ZL2XY. Tt uses
2 power of 500 watts, and is omernted
by Messrs. Collier and Beale, elertrical
and radio engineers., 70 Ghvr+nee
Street. Wellington, Many who Jave
heard its transmissions have remarked
on its “punch” and clarity

Though it operates on 1120 kilo-~yeles
(278 metres), and is thus well senar-
ated- from 2YA, Wellington, on’ 720
Kildeyeles (416 metres), many Jocal
crystal set owners are unable to-sep-
drate the two transmissions, and re-
ceive each with an unpleagantly loud
background of the other. Many such
listeners, ignorant of the operations of
the new station, have telephoned 2YA
complaining of the undue loudness of
the orchestra practiing in another
studio! ' .

This interference is not due, however,
to any transmission fault by either sta-
tion, but to the almost total lack of
selectivity inherent in some of the sim-
ple types of crystal sets. Unfortunately
it ¢anmot be overcome without circuit
modifications, or, alternatively, a wave-

trap, which may be built or bought for ‘

quite a2 small sum. . .

However, ag all future tests by 2XY
will be conducted ontside 2YA's broad-
casting hours, furt'i»r  intereference -
~will be:obviated. N



