
Short-wave Broadcast to two
Continents

Inestimable Service by YA Stations

"THE sterling service rendered theNew Zealand public by the YA
stations following the earthquake is
past all value.
At 3 p.m. on Tuesday, four hours
after the devastating upheaval took
place, all stations were on the air
broadcasting official bulletins to an
anxious and sgorrow-stricken public.
Throughout’ the afternoon and even
ing, not closing: down until midnight,
frequent communiques. received from
Mr. -G.. M¢Namara,. Secretary: of the
Post and Telegraph Department, and
appeals for assistance and co-operation
from numerous local organisations were
put over the air...)
As soon as the first tidings of the
earthquake ‘were made known suppliesof food and: clothing and numerous
| offers of motor-cars for transportation"purposes were instantly forthcomingfrom people eager: to help in any possible way.
Throughout the sad days that fol
lowed, the broadcasting authorities,
fully realising the tremendous servicewhich only radio could render, greatly
extended the transmission times of all
staions. For instance, on Wednesday
2YA came on the air at 10 a.m., and with
only a two-hour break at 12.80 a.m.,
continued transmitting until midnight.
Apparently never-ending lists of dead
and missing, more joyful reports of
those safe, urgent requests for nurses
and doctors, and ‘appeals. and’ instruetions from the Government and all con
cerned in the relief of these survivors
were repeated again and again.
The immediaty of the response to
each and every request bore.eloquent
testimony to the great work of hu
manity which was being performed by
> broadcasting,
WO remarkable achievements in
broadcasting were accomplished

‘during the night of February 5, when
successive accounts of the earthquake
were broadcast throughout the net
works of Australian and American sta
tions.
At the request of the general
manager of the Australian Broadcast
-ing Company, and with the co-operation of the engineering o.ficers of the
G.P.O., Wellington, Mr. John Ball,
editor-announcer. of the R.B.C., spoke
to Australian listeners for fifteen min

utes from the Ohief Telegraph En-
gineer’s office. The salient features
of the earthquake and its consequences
were fully covered, and according to
reports received the broadcast was re-
markably successful. The Australian
rebroadcast. by five of the principal
"A" class stations was cledrly heard
by Wellington listeners, fading and
static. being noticeably absent, Mr.
Ball’s voice could be readily recognised.
Communication with the short-wave
station 2MH, Sydney, was effected by
means of the trans-Tasman short-wave
‘radio telephone service, and from there
the talk was relayed by land-line to
2BL and 2FC, Sydney; 4QG, Brisbane;
8LO, Melbourne; and 5C0L, Adelaide.
Harlier in the day the Wellington
Post Office authorities received a re-
quest from America asking them to
co-operate. with the postal authorities
in Australia in the conducting of a
short-wave relay from New Zealand.

This was promptly acceded to, and at
12 p.m, ZLW, the Wellington Govern-
ment short-wave station, went on theair once more, and through 2MB, Syd-
ney, established immediate contactwith W2XAF at Schenectady, New
York.
Once again Mr. Ball delivered a com-
prehensive summary of the facts con-
cerning the earthquake, and at the
conclusion of this replied to a num-
ber of questions concerning the disas-
ter put by the American announcer.
The broadeast was thus two-way,
though owing to the unsuitability at
that particular time of the night of
the wavelength used by -2MH, Syd-:
ney, communication from New York
to Wellington was direct.
This broadcast to the other side of
the world was a far greater success
than those concerned had hoped for-
a fact which speaks volumes for the
efficiency of the recently inaugurated
trans-Tasman radio-telephony service.

By medium of the vast coast-to-coast
network of stations through which Mr.
Ball’s talk was relayed, millions of
American people heard the true story
of New Zealand’s terrible disaster.
At the conclusion the officials at
Schenectady expressed their grateful
thanks to the authorities at Welling-
ton and Sydney for making such a re-
broadcast possible.
‘The: wisdom of unduly advertising:
such a catastrophe will no doubt be
questioned by many, especially ‘thosewho are interestedin attracting tourists
to these shores: It must be remember+
ed, however, that almost invariably. re-
ports on such occurrences are in far-.off countries distorted and exaggerat-
ed. It is far better to let the ‘world
know definitely that the earthquake
was fortunately confined to a restricted
portion of the country than to let.
them believe the wild speculation some-
times indulged in by newspapers.

TO
THECOUNTRYLISTENER
You nOw have the opportunity of
purchasing Accessories foryourRadio
Set, PAYING NO MORP than you
'would ifyou were in the city,a8WB
PAY POSTAGB_
Youwillreceive theBESTofevery-
thing in the way: of ACCESSORIES;
ADVICB and ATTENTION (note the
threeA).
Our firstPrice Bulletin for 1931 is
now available: PleaseCrOSS "&Co:"
ChequesO5PostalOrders:
We feelsure thatyou will be mnore
than satisfiedwith thequalityOfyour
purchase:
Testyoursetoutand-sendyourorderforthefaultycomponentwithoutdelayto:

Rt THH

C,AS;
(Country AccessoriesBupply)

919 VENTNOR: STREET, SEATOUN,WELLINGTON.

INDIGESTION
Heartburn Acidity&>alEtomachdisorders:SREEDILYRELIEVEDbyDEDIDSGREAT RAW-RAW;RENIEDY

6S ~ATAIL CIEMIST84
{Radio Record and Home Journal
12/6 in Advance; 15/- Booked:
BOX 1032, WELLINGTON.
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When you have a Re potSet
Jouget the news

EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS
"Itwas suchapleasureto receiveSO manyofmyneighboursandhavethem
hearthe latest newsof the terribleearthquake over the air on our Blue Spot
Radio:

Neverwas the valueof radio 80 strongly brought home to me after
listeningin toall the news onmyBlueSpotSetitwas SO relievingtoknowthat

9$myrelativesand friendswerenotamong theinjured:

Radio Sets {rom 815 Sold all Radio
Speakevs Units from 25/" Dealers
PickupS, fron 84

FactoryRepresentatives8

SCOTT & HOLLADAY LTD6
CIVIC CHAMBERS; CUBA STREET, WELLINGTON
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