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continuously in sction for diys. They,

like everyone else in Napier, weve liv-
ing on their store .of nervous energy,
and we had only to look at any of the
‘Napler men-to see that-long hours of
incessant hard work -and sieepless
nights were taking their toll. -

Position at Hastings.

A’l‘ the time of writing the official
list for Hastings s greater tham
that of Napier, but-we. think it im-
probable that it will finally prove so,
18 there are undoubtedly many bodies
yet to be recovered from the wreckage
at Napier. In someé respects the de-
struction wrought by the ’‘quake was
greater than in Napier, -but the fires
wene guickly suppressed, -the water
syoply remaining intact here, buti. be-
iiput out.of action.at Napier. The
s of the Grand Hotel and of
Roach’s are ag awfal ag any to be seen
at Napier, and there are plenty of
other ~ places just  .as completely
wrecked, Many of the business places
escaped fairly lightly though and the
town as a whole iy far more intact
than is Napier. Hastings got its clear-
ing-up work-in hand mors-quickly than
Napier, but the latter place was ham-
pered by the terrible fire which followed
the ‘quake, and which further demoral-
iséd the town.' It iz-certain of course
that ‘more bodies will' be recovered In
. Hastings, and probably manpy of. the
buildings that are -still standing, and
which look solid enough, will have to
be pulled down and rebuilt. As both
towns are so badly wrecked the old
ghestion as to whether two towns are
required for the district is bound to be

reopened—especially’ if Napier is no

e {qnger to be a port. -

- ¥ndomitable Spirit of People.
TANDING clear above all else in
this terrible disaster is thetriumph
of the spirit over the flesh,'and the
practical sympathy shown not:only in
the devastated areas, but throughout
the whole Dominion, There-seems to-
be little of humour in occurrences such
as have been described, but.many. a
zood joke is retailed by people in-both
Napier and Hastings, One man whom
we met near the gasworks had a: whole
fund of humoroud incidents, and he
had been working for three days with
hardly any sleep. In the very high
brick building where the gas:is gener-
ated, a very large hole has been torn
in the brickwork, and he- told us that
it reminded him for all the world of
Bairnsfather’s  famous war: «cartoon
where the raw recruit asked: the sea-
soned old soldier what caused a huge
shell hole in & brick wall, and: the old
hand rveplied “Mice” Xven- some of
the retreats made from the-buildings
during the actual ‘quake were-not with-
out their humorous aspect, and it is
those who were—and still are—in the
thickest of it, who get the most amuse-

ment out.of the stories. I
When we left Napier on Friday it
was-like a city of the dead. Thousands
had been evacuated, and the relief cars
were still going southwards - in.:large
pambers, It was impossible to say.how
many were left in the town, -but on
the hills most of the houses: were
empty, and where people had-elected
to remain they were. sleeping -out in
tents. All those remaining are hard
at work, and the ’quakes at night,
though lessening in severity, do not
make conditions easier. Thrown sud-
denly from plenty, to absolute ruin
nequy everyone has responded -magni-
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ficently and it is amazing to think 't'haf,

the human body can stand the work—

‘and lack of gleep-—to which so many

have subjected It during the Iast weeks

The marines, with their absolute thor-

oughness and their ability to adapt
themselves to any work from demolish-
ing ruins with tractors, to acting as

traffic constables, have. won the whole- .

hearted admiration of everyone who has
geen them. The nurses, doctors and
Red Croge rellef workers have carried
on through the whole trying time, with
only the briefest intervals of rest, and
the police and firemen have never let
up a minute. At Hastings the Maoris
turned up trumps in every way and a

.gang of cheerful Maori workers has

been going strong night and day on the
work of clearing up.. We are still too
close fto the actual catastrophe to ses
clearly ahead, and know exactly how
the work of rebuilding can be carried
out and ‘where the money is. to .come
from, -but we who have lived with

Napier people this last week know that °

the same courage that has -already
been shown will succeed in removing
the mountains of ruins and starting off
afresh.  We have, been: face :to face
with realities and the nonsense and
futility of many of the things fo which
we cling have been exposed. The. dis-
aster has brought us all closer together,
has called forth our best qualities of

{nitiative pluck and-endurance, and has. =

shown that i hard work and comrads-
ship lie our salvation. The future iz
beset with difficulties, bt bad as they

may be, the facing of them is as noth;

ing to-what has already been met, The
people in the devastated areas have
lost all. It is up to the rest of us to
exhibit plenty of the communify. spirit
that shone out brightly through  the

whole disaster, and help practically in

every possible way.

The Press and Radio
Why No Mention?

(To the Editor.) .

O one can doubt that the Broadeast-

ing Company has done a great and
wonderful service to the publie this
When the great disaster over-
took Napier all stations jumped to the
position at once, and by keeping open
till late hours were able to give the

public instant and reliable information

of all that had happened, and of what
was urgently needed by the sufferers:
More than that,

day afternoom), by keeping open late.

- the stations were able to send news to

many anxlous hearts as to the safety
of thelr loved ones, and to send.out

calls for help in all directions with.

the greatest celerity. The R.B.C. sta-
tions have again performed a great
public service, but I am ashamed to
see that the daily Press of this town,
in such & time, has failed to make the
slightest mention of. this service. I
must suppose that the omission is de-
liberate. Why?~~“Well Done” (Auck-

Use Our Booking Offices in Advance
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TRAVEL IN COMFORT BY
CAR -

WELLINGTON -- PALMERSTON
NEW PLYMOUTH

on Wednesday and \X
Thursday nights (this is written Fri- |

dds and Ends
~ You Need

: @0v.. “B” . Batteries, Full-o-Fower,
gunrenteed, 20/- Brandes .0003 Slow-
Motion Variable Condensers, few left, 8/8
each, Bin. x 8in. Mbonite Coil Formers,
178 each. - Hlectron Insulated Aerial, 100
féét coils, 2/6 each. Cojl Formers fo fit
UX bases, 94 each. Blae Spot Horn

"Unit, also gramophone atbichments, were

25/, now 16/6. Loudspeaker extension v
fiéx, ‘14/86, 3d. per yard, 23/36, éd. per
yard, Torch vefills, 6d. per unit,

Most Radio and Electric Goods are -

- stocked.  You can safely. order By
-post, sending P.0’s., stamps, or

cheques. Jf you send too much cash.

your change is returmed by letfer, "

“ .[he goods are posted within two hours
of booling. It you ave then mot
satisfied with the geods, send them
_.back and your money will be returned

_in full. '

| M. A S.
- eomue ‘sketch.

Paterson drew this

" "®@e 1is a high-paid newspaper .
- man and buys at my shop. He shows
that I am full of Radio and Electric
goods—my trade—and qualified-—by
exams—to attend to you. You will .
soon be wanting eleciric bulbs, Send
me_the sizes of your rooms, and your .
work, if you sow, mend, or read, so
that you get the correct Hght to Jast
longest time without strain te the
eyes. .

10/ orders post free, Al Radio-Setw
sunplied and serviced in the Wellingtom °
8red. - .

" BOB HORROBIN,

“Fldshlight Corner, 2 Courtenay Placs,
 WELLINGTON,
Quick Repairs;, *Fhone 22-35%;



