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Anthony Wlldnlg Shiéld

What Do the Llstenmg
| P ubhc Want >

BY the courtesy ‘of the Wellmgton' '

Lawn Tepnis Association, 2YA will
broadeast descriptions of the play in
the contest between Wellington -and
Canterbury for the Wilding Shield on
February 18 and 14,

These broadeasts will be of speelal
“Interest to Canterbury followers of the
sport.

pr The Flowery Land

Talk on Chma

vj_‘AKING advantage of- h1s visit to'

Ayckland, 1YA will on Friday,
February 6, broadcast a talk on China
- by -Mr, BEdward G. Litfle, of Kerikeri,
Bay of Islands.

Mr. Little is an acknowledged an-
thority .on the subject on which he is
to speak, for he has spent 44 years in
China, having vigited every part and
being well versed in-the language. He
has closely followed all China's prob-
lems, and has been .personally ac-
quamted with all her leaders

A Radio Picnic

All Arrangements in Train

PREPARATIONS in connection wita
- the Monster Radio Pienic, which
is being organised by the Broadcasting

" Company through the 8YA Children's

Sessions Advisory Committee, are now
well in hand. It will be one of the
yet attempted for
Christehurch children. -

Ricearion racecourse will be an ideal
place for adults and children on Satur-
There will be a
great’ variety of entertainments, in-

cluding such attractions as a Punch .

and Judy Show, pony rides, old coach

rides, sports and games, a parade of ~
‘pets, and novel competitions for peta.

All amusements will be free.

ZYA Internatlonal
Evenings

—

The Second Programme

NEXT Wednesday the second instal-
nrent of the series of overseas pro-

- grammes will be broadcast by 2YA.

Ligteniers will then have the oppor
innity of enjoying another half-hour
with the Famous Ormandy Orchestra,
revel in “delightful renditions by the

«: Jnternational Singers, enjoy the Am-

kagsadors of Melody Land, go abroad
fwith the entertaining Lockhalts, and
'chuckle over that amusing . American
character sketch of Hy Wide and
Handsome, who will continue their
diverting journey.

A second talk will be given by Dr,
Guy H. Scholefield, 0.B.H,

Jected to a few good artists,

M usic Teachers

Assoczatzon and

H zgher Standards

Company '_Willing to Co-operate

B, as.teachers of music, should.

do all we can to raise the ter-
ribly and abominably low standard of
the radio work of New Zealand,” was
the pronouncement of Mz, Johu Bishop,
of Wellington, at the annual mecting
of the Mugic Teachers’ Association, at
Christchurch, last week. He suggested
that they should protest to the Gov-
ernment and perhaps make some sug-
gestions for programmes. ‘

s «gosh® hag been badly done” asserts

MR. JOHN BISHOP. in recominend-

ing thai weight be used to bring

about some improvement in pro-
. grammes.

This opened a -discusgion, and the
whole subject of radio pregrammes
was considered. There were some of
the delegates who protested against
the "standard that was malntained,
while others were of the opinion that
the company was making a strong
effort to cater for all classes. . It was
suggested that more gualified artists,
though fewer in- number, should be
employed, Against this it was argned
that the public which generally
wanted lighter musice, seriously ob-
Variety
was much in démand, and if artists
appeared too regularly there were com-
plaints, One music teacher well known
in Christchurch circles stated that she
and her company had not been wanted
because they did mnothing but Grand
Opera. -This was not the fault of the
company, but the ever pressing de-
mands of the listeners for the lighter
forms of music.

During the discussion it was men-
tiomed that the R.B.C. paid over a
large sum to ‘the musical bodies of
Christchurch, and in doing thiy were
definitely aiding these associations, It

was not the company’s fault that the

standard of the broadcasts was not
higher,

Mr., Bishop here pointed out that
he hkad been appalled sometimes by
what he had heard, because even the
“tosh” had beem badly done. A
strong body such as their own ghould
bring soms weight to bear and have
improvements effected.

All were not in complete agreement,
however, and it was further pointed
out that the company were doing a
great deal to raise the standard of
public taste, though they were having
a diffieult fight.

The discussion resulted in & reso-
lution being passed that the Com-
pany be urged to eonsuli ihe As-
sociation with regard te improving
the programmes,

IN reply, Mr. A, B. Harris, general
manager of the R.B.C.,
that those who criticised the pro-
grammes quite evidently had only a
grandstand view of the service, All
the programimes were arranged to suit
the greatest numbers, and though
musicians might not find them to their
liking, . there were many who would
strongly object were the programmes
that would suit them broadcast. -
It was an easy matter to condemn

a service without giving concrete ex-

amples. Wag the listening set em-
ployed by Mr. Bishop of the type that

would reproduce all the music as it &

was broadeast? Did Mr. Bishop listen
regularly? v

The company endeavoured to make
available per medium of the service as
many publie functions as possible,
though in many of these instances the
technical difficulties were great, and if
the trangmisgions were fanlty it was
despite every precaution on the part
of the company to engure their sue-
cess.

The case of studio performers was
different, and adjustments that kept
thems in:line with the latest broad-
casting practice were constanily made.

“The greatest care also ig exercised
in the engaging of talent, and only
thoge eapable of a high standard are
accepted for broadecast on the pro-
grammes organised by the company’s
staff,” he added. “If some of the items
broadcast by these artlsis do not ap-
pear up to standard, then it does not
necessarily follow that it is the fault
of the artists.

“Hvery ecare is taken to m that

the transmissions are mt!ug

remarked -

leaving the sta.tlon, but such iranse

missions cannot . be coloured and

iraced to their destination,” .-

Some of the apparatus on which the
‘transmissions: were received was. eon
siderably .out of date and inefiicient. .
With . regard to the engagement of-
fewer and more highly paid artists,
the company was partly in agreement,
and utilized. some -of " the most gquali-
ﬁed talent available, ! i .

As a resulf of this, it was severaly
erificised for presenting the  same
singers, although it realised that in .
doing this the standard of perform-- =
ancé was higher and the vanety a!
'programmes greater.

It _Wa.s not practicable from the
point of view of @daily programmeg 16
employ even the same . good talemt
regularly, and the public resented- the
‘frequent broadcast of the same per«
formers. Consideration had also to be
given the provision of additional talent
by co-operating with the young mugi-
clans, as’only by an - allround ¢o« -
operation conld it be hoped to improve
the position in respect to a greater
variety and higher standard. ;

“We shall be only too pleased- to
co-operate  with the association,”
added Mr. Harriz, “In fact, we have
for a number of years now been en~
deavouring to interest the music teache
ers in the broadeast service. It must
be borne in mind, however, that the
broadcast service is not entirely one
of musie, as there are other sections
that roust be g1ven equal congiders-
tion.

“It is now some time since the Broagd-

" easting Company inaugurated musical

and dramatic committees at each of
its four stations, such commitiees con~
sisting of outside authoritles on musi-
cal and dramatic art. These com-
mittees are invited to make . sugges-
tions, and .a great deal of good werk
hag been done,

On these commitfees we have in-
- vited representation from the Profes-
sional Musicians’ Assceiation, and,
in fact, have representatives at Aucks
‘land, Ghrlstehurch, and PDunedin,
‘Wellingon being the only cenire
which has not availed itself of the
company’s offer  of co-operation.
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