
The New Zealand

RadioRecord—AND—

Electric Home Journal
(Incorporating the "Canterbury hhadio Journal.)

P.O. BOX, 1032, WELLINGTON.

Published Weekly. Price 8d. Subscription Post Free in advance, 12s, 6d.
_ per annum; booked, 15s.

Literary communications should be ad@ressed: "The Editor’; business
communications to "The Manager"; technical communications to "The Tech-
nical Hditor." .
Advertisers are asked to note that alterations of advertisements should

be in hand Friday ofeach week for insertion in the succeeding issue, printed
Tuesday, bearing Friday’s date. No responsibility is accepted for blocks
remaining unclaimed three months after each insertion.
RADIO PUBLISHING COMPANY OF NEW ZEALAND, LTD.,

P.O. Box 1032, WELLINGTON.

WELLINGTON, FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1931.

"B" CLASS STATIONS.

VARIOUS developments of interest have been reported in the past
week in connection with the position of B class stations and the Aus-
tralian Performing Right Association. As indicated last week, many
B Class stations felt themselves compelled to close down because of
their inability to meet the requirements of the proprietors of the
copyright. In one case, however, it'is reported that a separate agrev-
ment has been reached between a local station and the Performing
Right Association. This is in connection with the Manawatu Radio
Club and its station 2ZF. This station is on a different basis from
the ordinary B class station run by a proprietary organisation. It is
controlled by the Manawatu Radio Club, the subscribers to which .
support their local station for the sake of its local value and service.
The nature of the agreement reached is not indicated, but in the cir-
‘cumstances of the club it may be assumed to be of a reasonable
character.

"ARRANGEMENTS have also been completed in Dunedin between
the committee of the Otago Radio Association and the Australian
Performing Right Association for Station 4ZB to work under a.
license from the Association for the ensuing year. This will permit
that station also to restume activities on the air. Prior to the fore-
going agreement being effected, it was reported in the Press that the
New Zealand Radio Listeners’ League Executive had decided to ask
the Government to undertake the payment from listeners’ fees of a
sum to be agreed upon by the Postal Department and the Performing
Right Association in satisfaction of the Association’s demands, until
the expiry of the license for transmission at present held by the

Broadcasting Company of New Zealand. This resolution is ineffec- Ytive from the start, because a definite contract is in existence between
the Government and the Radio Broadcasting Company which does not.
permit of variation. If the Government likes to make any payment
from its own funds on the lines asked by this executive, that would
be within its rights; but the proposal to raid the funds of listeners
for this purpose is at present out of court, and in any case would, we
believe, be strongly opposed by the great majority of listeners. This
action, however, raises an issue of which we have always seen the
danger in connection with B class stations. Started initially as com-
mercial enterprises for the benefit of their sponsors, it was patent to
most that, after a period, the cost of maintaining those stations would
become burdensome upon those responsible, and that relief would be
sought at the expense of the revenue provided by listeners. Because
of the danger thus presented, we have always opposed" the undue
development of B class stations, and have pointed out to listeners the
possible danger. Division of the revenue provided by listeners %the maintenance of a first-class broadcasting service into two part®
would have the immediate effect of doubling overhead, increasing
capital outlay and maintenance, and creating two weak services instead
of one strong one. We do not see any likelihood of any Government
in its senses agreeing to this proposal. The Government may he able
by some other negotiations to lighten the burden of copyright pay-
ments, but to raid listeners’ funds for this purpose would not be in
the interests of broadcasting in general. |

ANOTHER danger presents itself to broadcasting in the certainty
that some B class stations will use the position that has arisen in
connection with copyright to urge that they be given the right to sell
advertising time on the air. Fortunately the Postmaster-General, the
Hon, J. B. Donald, is alive to the danger that would be presented by
this course, and has declared himself absolutely opposed to a policy
of allowing the air to be used for advertising purposes. The detailed
danger to broadcasting, by any permission to allow the ether to be
thus used for advertising is ably pointed out by a contributor in an
article in another column. .His objections are valid and will be.
definitely seconded by all concerned with the best interests of radio.
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2YA to 2ZF
Programme Relay-_---
ON Wednesday, February 4, the dateof the first international pro-
gramme from 2YA,a relay was carried
out to Palmerston North, and the pro-
gramme was. broadcast by the Mana-
watu- Radio Club’s station, 2ZF. This
was the first relay of the kind from
station 2YA to a broadcasting station
in another town, and it was made pos-
sible by the spirit of co-operation which
exists between the radio societies and
*the Broadcasting Company.
A similar relay was carried out last
year between 4YA and the Southland
Radio Society’s station in Invercargill
on the occasion of the Byrd visit, and
the society reciprocated in respect toa
sporting event in Invercargill.It will also be remembered that on
the occasion of a recent boxing match
in Palmerston North, 2ZF and 2YA co-
operated in broadcasting a ringside de-
scription, so now listeners in Manawatu
have had the pleasure of enjoying
2YA’s special Wednesday programme
through their own local station. It is
probable that this relay will be the first
of a regular series, provided the neces-
sary relay line can be made available
by the Post and Telegraph Department.
Special equipment has been installed
at 2YA for the reproduction of the
overseas recordings, so that it is not
possible to lend the records to 2ZI]',
thus relaying is the only way by which
they ean be broadcast by the Palmer-
ston North station. .

Spelling Bee at 1YA
For School Children

GoME months ago 1YA conducted a"Spelling Bee" for adults. This
innovation proved very popular, not
only with the competitors, but also
with listeners, so following on a sug-
gestion from the 1YA Musical and
Dramatic Committee, the station is
conducting a "Spelling Bee" for :prim-
ary school children only. It will be
entertaining -to hear these young peo-
ple before the microphone, and with
Mr. A. B, Chappell, M.A., as adjudicy-tor, listeners can look forward toesevening’s enjoyment. os
During the course of the programme
items will be given by a new instru-
mental quartet-‘The Zealandia Nov-
elty Instrumental . Quartet"-whose
members perform upon the piano, steel
guitar, banjo, Spanish guitar, saxo-
phone, and clarinet.
Items will also be given by Mr. J.
Ainsley Daglish, a young tenor, who on
his first appearance before the micro-
phone at 1YA made a fine impression.

Noted Pianist from 2YA--
ISITING New Zealand at present ig’
Mr, Haagen Holenbergh, whose
reputation as a pianist has spread far
beyond Sydney, which knows him so
well as an outstanding. musician. Mr.
Holenbergh has been engaged by 2YA
for a recital on Monday, February 16.


