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The members of the. Natmnal Asso-
ciation of Broadeasters sat in conven-
tion in Clevelgnd, Ohio, [.8.A,, to-
ward the end of last year, and  de-
parted with a warning in thelr ears
about -excegsive advertising in - pro-
grammes, Hardly had the conference
opened when General Saltzman, chalr-
man of the Radio Commission, spoke

on the subject: “Too Much- Adveriis-
ing.” “If ¥ know theé demands of the
puhlic,” he said; “Y should say they are
for less advertising and for more edu—
cation and better quality programmess”
© Some of the 600 odd stations on the
air are thinking much more. of toe
profits than the service they are obli-
gated to. render, and resort to “exces-
sive advertising,” ‘General -Saltzman

 said. He admonished his -audience to
. remember that the ether belongs to the

\public and that the programmes on
‘hese facilities, “loaned” to the broad-
casters,. “must be satisfactory to the
pubhc ’

Advertising wag the central attra-
- efion during the busxness sessions.

The two big chaius reported

. more business than ever' before.
They realised 18,798,359 dollars

- for the first nine menths in 1930,
which in ifself is a record, and

_ there weve then three months fo
go. (These figures will make news-
paper owners think.) :

:By a golid , vote the‘ asgociation-

‘adopted a resolution definitely oppos-
_ ing the allocation of facilities to any
. special interests, singling out the edu-
cators (who sought a percentage of
time for teaching the mnation) for spe-
ctal mention,

Where you have the Amerlcan broad-

casting atiitude in a nutshell. Profits,

first, second and Iast——-the pubhc weal
- nowhere,

Commenting on the above two state-
ments by responsible national radio
officials, the “New York Sun” saysi—

“One -of our Federal Radio Com-
missioners has predicted a ‘listeners’
revolt at the present overburdened

. ether with advertising eredits. Sueh
a revelt has been in progress for some
time, gaining in numbers steadily, yel
as steadfagtly ignored by brpadcasters,
‘While the commission is not in any
sense 8 board of censorghip and does
not seek to regulate radio commerciali-

sation, siifl the fact that official cog-
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nisance ha,s been taken of ‘the matier
is a bit encouraging. Certainly, in the
interest of public service, the commis-
sion might take steps to discourage the

‘present . advertising exces$es. The Hs-

tening public. can help. a bit, perbaps,

" by direeting. indignant protest to the

broadcaster, instead of -the sponsor,
for a time, ¥or example, WOR is not
serving its audience by sanctioning
any ‘such credits 88 are found on its
series depicting certain screen plays
sponsored by a nut concern. And WOR,
to our way of thinking, should be held
accountable for the abuses of its hos-
pitality as practised by over-zealous
commer¢ial accounts, ‘The Squealer,
as offered in drama form this week,
wag poorly staged and acted, but its
worst offence was its advertising. The
listeners’ revolt was predicted by Com-
missioner Robinson at Washington,
while news dispatches quote General
Saltzman as voleing similar criticism
of present-day advertising credits.”

. Happily in New Zealand the control
of the main stations is in the hands of
a concern which exists first and fore-
most as & broadcasting service, and
not as an advertising agency. Listeners
would be well advised Jjealongly to
guard the sanctity of the ether from
desecration by the banalities of -adver-
tising. After all, the air belongs to .the
people, and broadeastmg is a- soclal
agency. Any attempts made by any in-
terests whatsoever, to get .in the thin
end of the advertising wedge by spon-
sored programmes and similar specious
schemes should be resisted by all from
the Postmaster-General downward. It
is clearly a case of “two's company,
three’s none.* The intervention, how-
ever subtle And disguised, of a third
person between the broadcasting or~
ganisation and its listeners could not

fail in some degree fo damage that

sense of intimacy which is so peculiar
and striking a. feature of our broad-
casting service, There is not the slight-
est fear of any such rude intrusion
with the Radio Broadcasting Com-
pany’s stations, but if thig principle is
violated in any other direction we will
rie the day we. ever let the monster
of radio advertising raise its head in
New Zealand. Let us keep the air as
free from the taint of commercialism
as we should keep our loveliest land-
scapes free from advertising hoard-
ings. Who owns the air, anyhow? Shall
advertisers, sooner or later, dictate
what shall be and what shall not be
broadeast? When he was Secretary
for Commerce, President Hoover sald:
“We may well be proud of this wonder-
ful development, but in our gelf-con-
gratulation let us mot forget that the
value of this great system does not lie
primarily in its extent or evem in its
efficiency, It is not the ability to trans-
mit but the character of what is trans-
mitted that really -counts, An obliga-
tion rests npon wus to see that it s de-
voted fo real service and to develop
the material that is f{ransmitted into
that which ig really worth while”

The ereless Ageivv ‘ 

A Vlsmn ot the Future

AT iy the tatare  of wireless,
apart from such - obvious things
as television and greatly improved wire-
less communication #enerally?
" That the human race will some day
send all their merchandise across: the
world by wireless waves is distincily
possible; the articles will be converted
into electrical particles—transmitted as
wireless waves at thelr constant speed
of 186,000 miles per second, and then
1eeonverted back to their original form
at the receiving end.

The embryo stage of this is seen in

the case of electro-plating, where the
particles of silver travel through the
liquid to the article which is' being
electro-plated.

It is even possible that in some future
time man hlmself may travel as a wire-
less wave in the same way-—converting
himself into electrical particles at the

transmitting end and being reconverted

back again at the receiving. station.

As Mareoni foreshadows, all future
communications of the world are botind
to be by wireless. . All Nature's methods
of communication are by the vireless
or ether rays, as we can see in the case
of the heat and light rays from the
sun; there are no electric lighting or
power lines connecting the earth to the
sun. ‘We. get our light and power. by
wireless.

. All our great electrical power stations
of the future will be like little suns—
radiating their light and power by wire-
less, and gone Tor ever wil be the
present-day elecirie light -and power
lines and 'wires, Nor will there be any
overhead or underground telephone or
telegraph wires, for every house will
have its own wireless: telephone for
use in the same manner g3 the ordinary
wire telephone of the Post Office to-day.

Waging War with Robots.
CERTAIN types of wireless waves will
enable us to control the weather,
rid the air of fog and smoke; other
rays will fertilise the ground and 1iake
crops grow twice as quickly as at pre-
sent—already this has been done in
the infant science of electro~cu1ture, as
it is called.
While humanity may still continue to
wage war for many centuries to come, G

it 1g likely that owing to the facilities

provided by wireless control, no human . -
bemg will actually take part in thems . .

in faet an.international law may make

it illegal for huiman beings to fight in~

the flesh, and all wars will have te be

fought via the medium of wireless con=

trolled battleships,
planes, - -

tanks and -aero-

These manless battles will e directed; o
from contrel rooms in the eapitals of -

the countries pngaged. Crewless baftles

ships “will be manceuvred by wireless -

control and television from . Whitehall -
Big guns will have disappeared from the
decks of the vessels, and in their place
wireless ~ death rays will spit forth,
melting hostile craft and boiling the
sea with their intensity. Chess-playing
by -wireless is the beginning of this:
All our transport will some day be - .
wneIess controlled. Huge liners. in-
finitely larger than any present day
ocean greyhound may cross the Atlantie
without a captain or chief engineer— -
and only a skeleton crew-—both the
course of the vesel and its engines being -
controlled by wireless from ports like
London or New York, The Indian Air
Mail pilot, instead of accompanying the -
machine, will sit in the control tower
of the super-Croydon of to-morrow and

control the course and destinies of the

'plane more safely and securely than -
if he were sctually holding the joy-
stick with his hands.

Startling and Wonderful.

T the realm of medicine and surgers, o

wireless possibilitles are just as.
great.
violet light are merely wireless rays
of the same family which gives us’ con-
certs. '

Just ‘ag some Wneless rays will Llll,’
others will bring life and health; cer-
tain ~wireless rays may revive the
drowned or those who, by accident,
might die of shock in the ysual way.

And beyond all these possibilities He
other far more startling and wonder-
ful, for we are only at the dawn of the
wireless age—the full lght of day has
yet to brealk forth in all its 1ory.

H Daly, in “Popular Wireless.”
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. LYRATONE RADIO SETS
Four Screen-Grid, Six Valves, A.C., by Gilfillan, Los Ange]ea.

The reception of this set has been such
that stocks were exhausted the first week.
We have to advise, however, that further
shipments are
Mareh 15, when all orders in hand will
reccive prompt attention.
thig set has proved itself

The various dealers who have a,lre‘ldv
bonght have ALL. sent repeat orders, due
to its extraordinary seleetivity; as many
28 17 stations being logged at full Speaker
strength.
against March delivery.
Lyratone Combination Phonograph Model.
LYRATONE retails at £21/18/-.

Enquire from
CRAWFORD . & FINLAYSON LID.

Wellington Agent: T, J, W. YEAR & 00

DEALERS~—
due Pebruary 24 and
In any ease
WELL WORTH WAITING FOR.

Orders should be booked now
Wateh for the

Box §%5, Wellington,
Importe:s

X-rays, radium vays and unitras



