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EDITORIAL NOQTES.

.

N Monday evening last 2YA gave listeners the interesting experi-
" ence of hearing parts of typical American programmes. The
reaction of listeners to that experience is interesting, We have not
- so far heard any enthusiasm for the experience except in relation to
- the musical numbers. The dialogues, of which there were thrée, quite
definitely failed to interest New Zealand listeners, or to impress them
except unfavourably. This experience occasions reflections as to the
apparent difference in standard between American and New Zealand
“audiences. The dialogues rendered are typical of features that have
a distinctive vogue ‘in the United States, Their chatty smartness,
‘however, leaves New Zealanders cold. Why is this? Are there funda-
mental differénces in the mental outlook of the people? We have
~ read psychological studies of American citizens which attribute to them
a large element of childishness and mental immaturity in their general
outlook and culture. = Their population is extraordinarily mixed.
Huge sections are recognised to be somewhat mentally undeveloped.
- Some sections, on the other hand, are exceptionally cultured and re-
. fined. So that it must be recognised to be difficult to generalise satis-
- factorily on so unstable a foundation as the quality of an entire people.
If, however, the performances to which we were treated on Monday
" night last are definitely popular in their native haunts, they support
-the view that large sections of that population are intellectually un-
developed and very easily amused. The enterprise of the Broadcasting
Company in giving those samples of programmes may be commended
That enterprise will be rewarded in encouraging recognition of the
fact that the programmes hitherto given New Zealanders are definitely
- more pleasing to our taste than the samples of American talent given.
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God. In these days that statement is definitely out of court. ,
. have quality regardless of “popularity,” at least independent of
- “popularity” according to the tastes:of the American people. :

' SYMPATHY may légitimateiy be extended to those “B” class st_atior.is. .

- Electric Home Journal

" America certainly has very much from which we can learn. Her besa'
s very good indeed. - We want that best, whether it be acclaimed as"
© Ypopular” or not. . Popularity is not in itself any criterion of merit,

Titme was when the voice of the people was acclaimed as the voice of
Tet us

who. have decided to suspend operations, At times we have felt’
called upon' to oppose phases of ‘the development of the “B” class.:
movement, - This was because of the fear, for which there was
justification in views occasionally expressed, that demands, . sooner
or later, would be made by “B” class stations for some share of the .

revenue provided by listeners for the upkeep of the four YA stations:

would cripplé our broadcasting system. New Zealand is relative fa -
small country, and is unable as yet to afford the luxury. of tnneceséfry - -
duplication of broadcasting stations. Apart from that viewpoint, how-
ever, we do-appreciate the fact that some of the “B” class stations,
particularly in provincial centres, rendered a setvice to their areas,
and their cessation will be regretted by the listeners, who secured
from themn an alternative to the more distant YA stations. - The pro-
position advanced by the Performing Right Association to the “B*:
class stations, in respect of a payment to cover copyright, although
apparently reasonable from an outside point of view, presented- diffi-
culties which the stations could not overcome; hence their decision to
close. It is due fo these stations in recording their passing to recognise

We opposed that view because the.practice; in otir opinion, deﬁrﬁ_,\Fy '

the part they attempted to play in the cause of broadcasting.

Antarctic Expedition

! .
Direction Finding Wireless

REPORT by radio has Teached

Australia from Sir Douglas Maw- .
stating’

son’s Antarctic Kxpedition,
that the wireless operator on Maw-
gon’s ship, the Discovery, succeeded
in locating a whaling vessel by means

of his wireless direction-finding appara-.

tus when the expedition was in need of
coal. o o ,

The wireless equipment carried by
Dr. Mawson's ship was specially fitted
with directionfinding apparatus for
Just such eventualities as this,

There has been a notable movement
lately in the direction of fitting vessels
on the Australian coast with this type

of gear, mainly in order that the com-.

marder of a ship at sea may always
ascertain his exact position. The direc-
tion-finder picks up the precise .direc-
tion of a wireless signal, so that by

. taking two or more bearings from dif-

ferent radio stations (or ships). the
captain. of a vessel can determine his
position -irrespective of fog, rain, or
heavy weather. o . .

Last year it was agreed by Ehe‘ Im-

ternational Safety of Life it Sea Con-
vention which met in TLondon, that
direction-inding gear should be made
compulsory on passenger ships of over
5000 toms after July. 1, 1933.
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YOU CAN’T BUY A BE

THE

Picnic.

N addition to holding epen-air ban’f
concerts for the entertainment of

-~ the public of Christchureh, -the Broad-

casting Company is now organising a
hig radio picnic for the children of the
city and distriet,

It was decided on Tuesday afternoon
at a meeting of the 3YA Children’s
Sessions Advisory Committee, to whom
the proposal was referred, to hold a
radio picnic at Riccarton racecourse on
Saturday, February 14, The meeting,
over ‘which Mr. D, H. Parton presided,
was largely attended and the proposal

_to hold the picnic was taken up most

enthusiastically. Various sub-commit-

‘tees to organise and carry out the pro-

gramme. arrangements on the day were
set up. | - :

- The real purpose of the outing is to
entertain the many young people who
have faken. part in the progr
broadcast from SYA during th
ren’s sessions, but gll juveni ’,
listeners and children generally are in-
vited to attend and take part in the

“games and sports, " Full particulars will

be published later.
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