THE N.Z. RADIO

Frzday, ]anuary 9 1931

. ‘When' the generosity of that tragica]ly

- ps.thehe ‘monarch, - Ladwig: II. of
* Bavaria, saved Wagner to the world,
-~ for- he was. eontemplanng suicide, Lud-
. wig was passionately fond of Wagner's

musie, and’ he offered the composer a
substa.ntial income': and 2 ‘house in’ the
: mcmﬂ:y of hig palace.

Though Wagner was thus reheved of
. ,ﬁnaneml strain and was able to finish
" his greatest music:irama, “The Ring

of -the Niebelungen,” .yet storm and
. mtress accompanied him to . the .end.
- “His great drama, “Trigtan and Isolde,”
‘ described ‘as.“the greatest: expressmn of
pasgionate love in- all music,” was in-
gpired ‘by: his love for Madame Wesen-
donck ; and ‘when produced at. Munich
in- 1865 was the firgt undoubtedly popu-
- ‘Jar success which Wagner had had.

Then tollowed “The Meistersingers,”
which, like “Tristan,” was produced by
the great Von Bulow, whose divorced
wife, Cosima, a-daughter of Lisat, was
presently to ‘become Frau. Wagner.
“‘What .a bitter joke the ‘Fates played
on Von Bulow! For lim, Wagner had
alinost been 2 zod!

However, he magnanimously rorgave
“-thim, and the marriage of Wagner and
Cosima took place in 1870, Cosima
made Wagner the study of her life,
‘and devoted herself to him with &
sublime selflessness. She understood
every turn of his inind, and her unob-
trusive sympathy, her .intelligent ad-
vice, criticism and suggestion were un-
speakably helpful to such a mind ' ds
Wagner's,
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FOR SALE OR EXCHANGE
| The rate for sma.ll advernaements under

" ¢his heading is 1/6 eash for 20 words, and
twopenw for ave.ry otuer word thereafter.

. WIFE dellghted ‘husband in Christ-
ot church recently by reducing weight
‘20lb in six weeks with Youth-O—me.

6/6 posted. - 0. Timms, Chemist,
Pahiatua,
HORT-WAVII Adaptors, “Aevo,”’ un-

" doubtedly the best cbtainable. Brancl
new, shielded, A.C. or D.C.  Retail at
£6/10/-, will take £3/15/- eash. McLeod
. & Svendsen, Ltd.,, Feilding. ’

£22 WAGLE Midget HKlectrie Radio,
o Five Valves, Triple - Sereen-Grid,
Dynamic.. ~ Ask for approval offer. R.
H. Co., 553 Colombo St., Christchureh.

AIST—LIND reduced by taking Youth-
i¥Y  .Form CGapsules. 20Ib. reduction
4 six weeks. Absolutely harmless, 6/6
posted.” A. C. Timms, Chemist, Pahistua.

T H., Rice- Kellog Power Speaker,

* complete with Power Pack and beau-
tiful eabinet, suitable ~large hall. In
~ perfect order. No rea‘;onable offer re-
fused. Ouo'mal price £75. McLeod &
Svendsen, Ltd Feilding.

EVERY Radio enthusmst should have
JOHNS, LTD.'s wonderful Radio
Oatalogue. *~ Bverything for Radio. Post
free. Johns, Lid., Chancery Street
Auckland,
64 Stations on Metrodyne Sereen-Grid
X «Clommander” — Americans, Japs.
China, Hawaii. Ldst ayailable, From

£35. R. H. Co., 553 Colombo St.
Christehureh.
BESITY! - Men as well ag women

can slenderise by taking Youth-O-
Form Capsules. 6/68 posted, A, C
Pimms, Cthemist, Pahiaina.
tg‘)—ﬁ up vieh-toned Metrodyne “Sterl-
ing” Screen-Grid 8, 10in. Dynamic
~—PDigtance and volume second only to
#Commander.” R. H. Co, Christchurch.
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must rally,.

as well.

= . totally.
as “H-11"

After retrospectmg -golden
vision,
prisons!.

_ chance to go!

ones in tatters;

and wistful eyes.
‘In a country like New

important matters,

therein lies.

_THE HQURs’

depressmn hanglng o'er us all our spmts we
" “We must sacrifice, economise, - and help the poor
Though our incomes with the outgo seem 1mp0551ble,

~We'll clebar all gloomy faces and expressions such

And sum it up as quite the worst of any that we know;
But, my friend, remember hospltais, asylums, slums and

There are greater Waterloos than ours where'er we
I-Iere the paupers wife confirms me, wuh her little

They are hungry and surround her’ W1th pale cheeks :

We must further schemes of charlty.

#HLOSébHYe“

days our present lot we

Zealand these are grave,
Our duty

--»SEF-J

WAGNER conld not have been easy

to live with. To the outside world
he was arrogant and contemptuous.
He spaled no one’s feelings, was vain
of his own powers, and had few of
those social gualities which go to the
making of friends and the conciliation
of enemies. For the publie, even the
applauding- public, he had little con-
sideration, and sometimes scant ecour-
tesy. He was selfish too, and protfested
that the world should give him a gra-
tuitous living “without asking anything
in return beyond what I am . actually
doing.”

‘When the world declined the honour
he threatened to buy a pistol and put
an end to his life. He ceriainly re-
quired plenty of money, for he had
the most expensive tastes. He said
himself: “By nature I. am luxurious
and extravangant. I cannot slesep on
straw or drink bad whisky.. I must be
coaxed in one way .or another if my
mind ig to accomplish the terribly diffi-
cult task of creatmg a non-existent
world.,” He employed a high-priced
Viennese dressmaker to make the rich
garments without which he felt he
could not compose.

There is a story about his wantmg
some flamingo feathers before he could
obtain sufficient inspiration to finish
the flower-maiden scene in “Parsifal.”
Any ealler who had not seen him be-
fore was likely to suffer a mild shoek;
for, on entering the room where his

. visitor - was - seated, Wagner would

throw the ‘door wide open hefore him.
and would stand for a moment on the
thleshold a. curious mediaeval figure
framed in the doorway. The mystified
visitor,. nsmg from hig seat, would be-

hold a man richly elad in a. costume
of velvet and satin, like those of the
early Tudor period, and -wearing 2 bon-
net such as’is seen in the portraits of
Henry VI. "Such was hiz composing
costume,

One biographer says: “He made a
veritable rainbow of himself, and even
wore many-coloured trousers.” Alex-
ander Dumas, calling upon him, made
gome good-humoured remark about his
own ignorance of music, but his plea-
santries were listened to with such a
smileless stolidity that he went home
in a huff and wrote a contemptuous

protest against what be called Wag-

nerian-din, -On the day before this pro-
test was printed, Wagner veturned
Dumag’s’ visit, and was kept waiting
half an bour in an ante-room. .Then
the author of “The Three Musketeers”
marched in, superbly attired in a
plumed helmet,. a cork lifebelt, and a
flowered dressing-gown. “Bxcuse me
for apypearing in my working dress,”
he said majestically. “Half my ideas
are lodged in this helmet, and the other
half in a pair of jackboots which X put
on to compose love scenes!” ™
However, the individual is a law un-
to himself in matters of this kind; and

;if - 'Wagner had not been able to in-

dulge his expensive tastes we should
probably have been without some of his
greatest music-dramas to-day. Still,
we: cannot help reflecting how little
luxury Beethoven or Schubert could
afford themselves.

HEN Wagner was 69 lie composed
his last great work, “Parsifal,” a
kind of sacred opera, cousidered by
many- to be the meost beautiful of all

5 hxs mes. _ For some years it was only }’

allowed to bé: perfoxmed at the Testi- -

val ‘Theafre at Bayreuth, which ‘had

been. specially ‘designed and built for -

the ideal presentation. of Wagnér's .
operas. 1i was originally planned by
Wagner in order that the ‘wondeiful
cycle “The Ring of ‘the .Nibelungen”

. might . be presented.in 2 festival for

three days, with one preliminary ‘even- ..

ing. It was .the frst theatre designed
with the sunken orchestra, invisible to

.the audience; and the magieal effect of

such musie as the prelude to the “Rhine-
gold,” rising as it were from the infinite,

can .only. be. Tealised. by dctusal ex- i

perience
In 1883 Wagner died, qu1te suddenly, :
at Venice, -where he and his beloved -

were  spending a2 holiday. He wy

wife Cosima, with their son Smgfx:?- e

buried in the garden of his.own h

at Bayreuth. - His wife cut off her long
blonde hajr, which Le had. so much ad-
mired, and buried it with him as a final
sacrifice.

‘Topical Notes

(By “Switch )

THE New Plymouth station, 2YB, has
been available at increased volnme
in Wellington of late, and fading has
not been so:noticeable, The tone is
first-rate, and there is an unitsual clar-
ity in.both music and speech.. Pars-
smc, or, more aptly, intrusive electrical

. noises, which infest Wellington, have

been .increasing around the shorter
broadeast wavelengths during the past
month, and 2YB, New. Plymouth, has
this additional drawback to overcome:

A_FTER years of ‘research, Amemcan

radio engineers have evolved 2
transmitter which is probably without
parallel in the radio world, . "It is to
be used by station W2XAF, one of the
group of short-wave stations of WGY,
for communication - with the rest of
the world. A single transmitfer has
been built so that- three musical pro-
grammes can be simultaneously broad-
cast without interference. 8ix inde-
pendent and non-inferfering voice
channels ave available in other
words, should occasion demand, ad-
dresses by six different people could
be transmittéd by the same equipmeént,
on sm different freguerncies. :

Be Master of Yourself!

Analyse your physical condition.- Hold
yourself up fo- the light and realise your
defects through smoking, Tet us heﬁr
you banish this costly, dangerous habif,
Advice free from the Home Welfare Ji.,
AM.P. Buildings, 36R Huntenz? C‘
Wellington.
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‘or damage frnm any cause
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