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WELLINGTON listener

“Qwitch’s” advice on the posi-
tions of the valves in his a.c. set. It
appears that he had had their charac-
teristics tested with electrical meters.
and found that some of them were
down a little. In such a case it is
always advisable to place the best valve
in the first radio-frequency stage, th¢
next best in the second r.f. stage, ang
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HE above acts as a reminder thas

all listeners shounld have their
. valves tested periodically by an ezpert.
Many radiotricians are now equipped
with meters for testing a.c. valves, and,
generally speaking, are willing to fest
any listener’s valves gratis. Valves
which do not show a 70 per cent. stan-
dard of efficiency should be discarded
if the listener desires to go in for
long-distance reception. A rearrange-
ment of the valves in their respective
sockets in. the set should be adopted
after the characteristics of each have
been read and noted.
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WHILE static was quiescent on New
¢ Year'’s Hve and early on New
Year's morn, it came back with vio-
Jence two nights later., The only sta-
tion that could be tolerated -on the
night of January 2 was 2FC, Sydney.
T'hig station is on a wave-length which
suffers less from static interference
than those on the higher frequencies,
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NE “dud” valve in the most perfect
receiving set acts as a brake on
long-distance reception. After all, the
best of receiving sets are only as good

asked.
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as their valves. Then again, occasion-
2lly valves of even the highest grade
will sometimes mot- come up to stan-
dard, and will drop in efficiency in &
much briefer period than they should.
The only method of knowing exactly
how one’s valves are standing up to
their work is to have them tested by
an expert.
= * "

HORTLY after 1.80 o’clock the other
morning “Switeh” heard a strange
station on. the wave-length of 3AR,
Melbourne, broadeasting music. 3AR
had been heard signing off an hour
previously, so that it was not the Mel-
bourne station “Switeh” heard later:
Besides, the volume was-only about 50
per cent, of that of 3AR. “Switch” en-
denvoured, but without success, to pick
up the call-sign of the stranger. For
some time past a station has been
heard heterodyning SAR, and possibly
the stranger was that station.

D ——

Build Your
Own Receiver
It’s Cheaper/!

But be sure you build a receiver that will give you something out-

standing in performance.

Choose a Lissen Screen-Grid Three Kit Set
oit’s easy to build, and the results will delight you,

In a few hours

-~ you can transform the box of parts into a remarkably neat, compact,
and perfectly balanced receiver, that gives razor-edge tunming, with

range, volume and rich, clear tone.

Your nearest radio dealer will

give you full particulars of the Lissen '3.G. 3—See him today.

i you have any difficulty in obtaining

SSEN

SCREEN-
GRID THREE

‘particulars write to

N.Z. Distributors:
ABEL, SMEETON, LTD.,
27-29, Customs St, <E., Auckland.®

£6

PRICE OF KIT,
with full instruc-
tions and diagrams
for construction—

Or complete with® Speaker,
Valves, and Batteries (no
cabinet or aerial)—
£13/12/~

THE perennial guestion was put to

“the writer a few days ago, “Can
static be overcome? A well-known
expert writes on this subject: “At-
mospherics have been with us ever
since we first saw radio, and probably
it will be a number of years yet before
we can outwit the natural phenome-

‘non, ‘static,” as it is called. The use

of a small indoor aerial and‘a high
gain receiver may often bring in a par-
ticular station better than with an out-
door aerial, but it can be safely said
here that there is no remedy for statie,

MRS. GRACE EMPSON,
mezzo-soprano, whe will next appeay
from 4YA on January 18.

—Steffano Webb Ploto,
1
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and we must take it as it comes, shut-
ting the receiver off when the noise is
pariicularly bad.”

v
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PERFORMIN G rights charges are

now 4 serious menace to the well-
being of broadeasting in New Zealand.
The Russian authorities (whatever
their sims may be) are carrying out
their prineciples evenr in radio adminis-
tration. It has been officially decided
that musiclans, authors, and artists
will receive no additional compensa-
tion for broadeasting, nor royalties for
the performance of their works, It is
argued that if a miscrophone is placed

QIR DOUGLAS MAWSON'S Antare.

tic exploration ship Discovery, now -

far to the south of New Zealand, carries
a short-wave Morse transmitter. The
eall sign is VPNQ. The wavelength is
about 30 metres, and the Discovery may
be heard in the evenings from about 11
p.m. onwards.. It is not quite clear from
actual lstening-in whether a regular
“sked” is kept every eveniung, buf a
watch at that bour-and on about that
wavelength will bring reward. The
Discovery's signal note is about 500 to
800 cycles, and signalg come through
strongly and are easy to copy.

» % -

CONGERNING the projected Emnglish

short-wave “Empire’—or “World”
—broadeasting, a Melbourne wri
says: “I venture the opinion that
will be some considerable time befo;
this can become & definite and accom-
plished fact. The Empire Marketing
Board is now discussing a scheme for
sponsoring the programmes, which, to a
great extent, will overcome the financial
difficulties, but the technical difficulties
remain, and they are tremendous. But
what an alluring prospect. To think
that the lone settler in East Africa may
hear, say, Big Ben striking in London
—take part in the Armisticé service at
the Cenotaph in Whitehall, or for a tea
planter in Ceylon to be able to listen

£ to @ running commentary of a cup final

—for British listeners the world over
to be able to hear the King's Speech at
fhe opening of the Imperial Couference
—what a wonderful strengthener to the
links that bind us to the Empire! Dif-
ference in time in the various Domin-
ions and colonies is a serious- factor
which will have to be considered.

London at a time which corresponds
to 8 a.n, or 4 aum. in Australia—a time
at which the radio audience is practic-
ally nil.”
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HIE latest Australian returns show
that there are now no fewer than
327.684 - licensed Dbroadcast listeners.

Following are the details for each
State:—
© Ratio per 100
Vie.  ooe.. 142,221 Vie.  iveeaho 799
N.S.W. .. 117,680 N.S8. 4.74
Qld.  ..... 2,357 Q1d. 257
S.A. o.ees 28,200 S.A. 4.86
_W.A, ... TIBT WA 1.86
Ta8. ,.... 7,669 T8 aevee.. 357
C'wealth . 327,684 C'wealth 510
- s *

YOUTH who recently purchased a

Many
important transmissions take place in

v
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second-hand single-valve regeneriic s

tive set asked thie writer how to.avoid
interference with other listeners, A Je-
ceiver, if allowed to oscillate, can /t?ily
often cause interference in neighhouring
receivers. 'The single vilve regenera-
tive set in particular is a very bad of-
fender, and can cause just as much
trouble as a bigger receiver, so have &
thought for others, and do not allow the
set to “whistle” when listening to any
transmission. By wetting a finger and
touching the lead-in wire it can be as-
certained whether the set is oscillating.
A Joud click will be heard in the head-
phones or loudspeaker when the finger
touches the lead-in wire, if the set is
oscillating, and thus creating interfer-
ence,

on the stage, the musician makes no
extra effort; and, instead of expecting
compensation, the composer should be
grateful for the advertisement given
his works,

KNOW,‘th'e time all over the world
) with a
DX Clock.

9d, Bach, Posted.
“Radio Record,” Box 1032, Wellingtom.
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