
An Unfortunate
Evening_

Recent Band Broadcastee
'THH officials of a broadcasting sta-tion generally have to contend
with difficulties that the .listenersknow nothing of, An instance occurred
recently at 2YA. The band of theFirst Wellington Regiment had been
engaged for the evening, but a com-
bination of circumstances tended to
mar its performance,
Owing to the operations of the new
Defence Act, the band had been dis-
banded, but it made every effort tofulfil its engagement at 2YA. Two of
pie players, however, could not turn
Pp, and two others who were leaders
in their section met with a motor-cycle
accident, so that instead of arrivingat the studio they were taken to the
hospital, The conductor of the band
was indisposed that evening and hadto arrange for the conductor of another
band to take his place. This gentle-
man was himself unwell and collapsedduring the first item, However, he wasable to carry on till the end of the
programme,
The mémbers.of the band were great:
ly grieved that their last publie per-
formance should have been marred,but listeners did not know the difti-
culties they had to contend with, nor
how assiduously the band rehearsed
between items and in every way en-
deavoured to present a programme upto standard. '

Open-Air Concerts
Free to the Public

JDESIROUS of extending its sphereof usefulness, the Broadcasting
Company proposes to make availabie
some of its entertainment resources tothe general public. With that end in
view it intends, according to a state-
ment made by Mr. A. R. Harris, gén-eral manager, to give during the sum-mer months a series of weekly open-air concerts. These entertainmentswill be provided by the city bands--band concerts being best suited for
open-air performances-but vocalartists will also contribute.
An attractive feature of these con-
' certs, as far as the public is concerned,il be that no collection will be taken
upJ{ithe performances being entirelya the people. The entertainments
would normally be given in the studio
and would be exclusively for radio
listeners, but the company intends tomake them available to the public in
general.
Arrangements will be made to relaythe concerts, and this expense, togetherwith other expenses attached to broad-
easting the entertainment, will be
borne by the Broadcasting Company.
The performances in the band ro-
tundas will be produced in the same
manner as are studio concerts, anditem will follow item with the pre-cision Which is characteristic of a

* proadcast programme.
The first of these open-air broadcast
concerts was given in Woolston Park,
Christchurch, by the New BrightonBand last Sunday evening, December
28, after church, .

Porirua Radio Installation

Opened on Christmas Day

HBE radio equipment installed at the
Porirua Mental Hospital as a re-
sult of the recent public appeal was
officially handed over to the hospital
authorities at an appropriate cere-
mony on Christmas Day.
The equipment is a radio-gramo-
phone combination. Two installations
are in "Rauta" Villa, one on the men’s
side and one on the women’s side. At-
tached to the installation in the men’s
section are 45 headphones and three
loudspeakers, while that in the wo-
men’s division has 45 headphones and
seven loudspeakers. Another installa-
tion has been put in the nurses’ home,
this one containing seven loudspeakers
and two headphones. In the "H" cot-
taze, for old people, there is a combina-
tion set. The villa known as "Valima"
has a separate combination set, with
18 headphones and three loudspeakers.
In the "Tiromoana" villa for men there
is also a combination set with ten head-
phones and one loudspeaker,
All the sets are constructed so as
to carry additional speakers or head-
phones. The equipment can pick up
all New Zealand A and B stations, all
A celass Australian stations, while
American stations have also been
heard. The work already completed
has cost about £1280, and arrange-
ments are now being made to put an
installation in what is known as the
lower buildings and the three adjacent
villas,
Opening by Minister.

FROM the studio of 2YA in Feather-ston St, the voice was heard of the
Minister in Charge of Mental Hos-
pitals, Hon. A. J. Stallworthy, ‘who
officially declared the installation
open. The Minister expressed keen ap-
preciation of the efforts of the honorary
organiser of the public appeal, Mr. L.
O. Hooker, and thanked those who had
subscribed and made the installation
of the equipment possible. He wished
one and all a "Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year."
"Tt am vyery glad to be here this
Christmas Day and have the oppor-
tunity of expressing to you, one and
all, my sincere greetings and goodwill,
not only for a happy celebration of
Christmas Day itself, but for abound-
ing good fortune during the coming
year," said the Inspector-General of
Mental Hospitals, Dr. T, G. Gray. "I
want to convey to Mr. Hooker, the man
who did it, the sincere thanks of all
those who are interested in the hos-
pital and to congratulate him on the
result of his efforts.
"tT may say quite frankly that, in
common with many others, I had grave
doubts as to whether Mr. Hooker could
raise sufficient to have this installa-
tion completed by Christmas, and that
he has done it is a great tribute to his
unselfishness, his determination, his
faith in human kindness, and his un-
quenchable optimism.
A National Service.

"TN these days when pessimism isabroad in the land the man who
possesses these qualities and dissemin-
ates them to others is doing a national
service in gaising the morale of the

people, and, in addition to the thanks
we give to Mr. Hooker for raising the
radio fund, we owe him much for the
fine spirit which he radiates around
him. It is a great source of comfort in
hard times to count our blessings and
the hospital has been abundantly
blessed in its friends during the past
year.
"While thanking Mr. Hooker and
those who contributed so handsomely
to the radio fund, let us not forget the
magnificent gifts from the Rev, Mr.
Harding and Mrs, Knight, and that
from Messrs. Nimmo and Sons. I
take this opportunity of also acknow-
ledging the great labour of love carried

on by the welfare branch of the
Women’s National Reserve, who, under
the direction of Mrs. Guthrie and Miss
Wiltshire, send a splendid hamper to
the institution every month. Finally,
to Mrs. Fraser and Mrs. MeVicar and
the other official visitors, we owe a
great debt. They are not only official
visitors, but warm-hearted friends of
the hospital, To all these I say thank
you, and to each and everyone here I
extend my very real wishes for Christ-
mas and New Year."

Generous Subscribers.
R. HOOKER said that his work in
conjunction with the appeal had
been a pleasure, He related how he
came to be interested in the work and
take up the appeal, One day he calledto see a friend in the hospital, and it
struck him that a radio installation
would not only be a good medicine but
bring them into touch with the outside
world. Mr. Hooker referred to the
generous spirit of the subscribers in
Hawke’s Bay, Wellington, and Tara-
naki. He particularly wanted to thank
the school children for the way they
had responded to the appeal. When
the installation was completed it was
intended to go in for a small broad-
casting station for the use of the hos-
pital, People whe came out to give

concerts could then be heard through
speakers in the wards without the
patients having to squeeze into the onehall to hear the items. He wanted tothank Dr, Gray and his department: for
the help he had received from them.
Mr. W. G. Carpenter, who frequently
speaks "over the air" as "Uncle
George," said he believed that the in-
stallation would be the means of help-
ing the patients on the road to recovery.
very considerably. He understood that
the installation of the equipment was
one of the finest, things accomplished
in recent years,In accepting the equipment, the medi-
cal superintendent, Dr. J. U. Williams,
thanked Mr. Hooker and all those who
had contributed. The nurses, patients,
staff in general, and himself, had un-
animously agreed to call the loud-
speaker in the women’s day room the
"Hooker Speaker," and the one in the
men’s day room the "Hawera Speaker."
Cheers were then given for Mr.
Hooker and Dr. Williams.
The visitors were entextained atafternoon tea,

THE HON. A. J. STALLWORTHY.

American Rebroadcast of
King's Speech

WRITING to Mr, R. Leslie Jones,Mr. Fred, Taster, Cincinnati,
Ohio, under date November 16, said
the broadcast of the opening of theIndian Conference was rebroadcast by
a nation-wide ‘thook-up" of U.S.A. sta-
tions. The King’s Speech and that of
the Prime Minister was heard direct
from G5SW. ‘The rebroadcast byWLW was particularly good. The
voices were very clear indeed.
Bob Duncan, known as the "Oregon
Wildcat," caused a commotion over his
political talks, and as a result the F'ed-eral Radio Commission in America putthe station at Portland, Oregon, off theafr. The writer goes on to say henoted that the New Zealand Govern-
ment were to take control of broadcast-
ing in New Zealand, and expressed the
opinion that it would be better alsoif the United States Government con-trolled broadcasting in U.S.A. There
would be a more equal distribution ofstations in U.S,A. if Government con-trolled broadcasting. There would not
be sO many stations, and the corre-
spondent stated he favoured a licensefee for listeners,
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