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The Radlo Telephone
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Servme to England

I'I.‘ is announced by cable from London

that the opening of the London-
New Zealand - telephone service is ex-
pected to take place on Friday, Decem-
ber-18. In a statement the secretary
of the Post and Telegraph Depariment,

* Mr, G McNamara, explains that the

y

\ concerning .. their nature -
done, but’ the dispatches proved to be

cabled date wds only a tentative one.
At theé present time the transmission
at Sydney was causing gome . trouble,
and, although they had ‘heen able to

_ get through once or twice, no definite

date could be fixed until the service had
iven complete satigfaction. With a

‘Ifjtle luck they might be able to open

he service at the date mentioned.

‘Radio with a Military Bias

' REVOLUTION by radic was the na-

ture, if not the title, of a pro-
gramme which' the Brazilian Govern-
ment was giving listeners every day
during the progress of the vecent
turmoil in that country. ) .
Radio was for 2 while the only
means of communication with some
of the isolated districts, but finally
everybody having wireless sets were
encouraged to lsten-in on the daily
communiques, Citizens were also
asked to assist in locating transmitting

. stations controlled by the opposition,

‘Radio News

TESTS recently made.at the Univer-
sity of Minmesota in connection
with the St. Paul broadcasting station
KS8TP have proved that students in
gollege study better when listening to
Jazz music broadecasts. In the tests
students were given mathematical
problems to solve under different con-
dltlons. ‘When a thrilling story was
“on the air” they had difficulty in con-
centratmg, but when dance music was
played more problems were solved than
when the room was quiet.

AT is clatmed to be a record in
quick frequency changes has been
established by a New York station. Tust ;
after transmitting its morning news a
few weeks ago on a wavelength of
200 metres, a letter arrived saying that
the Fedéral Radio Commission had
anged the &xtation’s wavelength to
3 metres. The engineers got busy,
and the programme was well under way,
on 333 metrey, when a wire arrived:
“Present wave-length a mistake. Change
to 220 metres.” Thus, when the station
switched off that night it had had the
distinetion of ehanging its wavelength
more times in one day than most sta-
tions do in all their lives!
FREW qays ago the British Postmas-
ter-General, Professor Lees-Smith,
remarked in the House of Commons that
some months ago he instructed some

- Post Office officials to listen-in on wire-

less messages. from Rusgia, and report
Thig was

uninterésting and innocuous, and so lis-
tening-in was suspendéd. . Ii appears,
however, that lately the character of
. the mesaages has changed, and - once
more they gre being watched. .

The Mystenes of Short-Wave
Llstenmg

Educating l,the ~Listener

B have 1eeent1y received from Mr
Ivan O'Meara, of Gisborne, “a

copy of the International Shori-wave
Club’s magazine, ad American jour
nal devoted to the interests of: the
short~wave amateur, As an illustra-
tion of the intense inierest taken <in
this fascinating pranch of radio it may
be stated that though this magazine
was inangurated only a little over a
year ago it has extended over .-the
world. in a2 phenomenal manner. - :and
now the membership covers 40 Loun
tries  and possessions. .

The issue to hand coutams aJl il-
Imnmating article on short-wave: lis-
tening, in particular on the seemingly
inexplicable peculiarities encountered
by the unenhghtened listener- on: his
first attewmpt in experimenting on 'the
higher frequencies. These difficulties
are often guite enough fo discourage
the beginner, with the result that he
finally discards his set in disgust. It
ig in explaining these -ruysteriés of
short-wave listening that the following
article will be of great- assistance,
either to those who are already in
difficuilties or to those who..are  con-
templating taking up this comparative-
1y new and different form -of hroadca<t
listéning. R

HE new short-wave broadcast Hs
tener invariably finds funing a
short—wave receiver different from tun-
o a broadcast receiver, Many here-
tofore unknown fedtures on the-broad-
cast band are common to the short-
wave field. Some such things are fad-
ing, harmonics and skip-distance. Some
say that bringing up such a matter
is adverse to tbe growth in popularity
in short-wave, but we feel that such
matters should be discussed openly and
thereby the listener will become edu-
cated to short-wave tnning, and by be-
coming educated will become a -better
listener and & more satisfied owner of
a short-wave receiver, :

“The short-wave field is Just recover-
ing from itg first period of ‘over-sell-
ing! A few months ago the novice
was taught to believe that all he need-
ed to hear hundreds of overseas short-
wave stations was to gather up all
the old discarded junk around the home
and wire it together in a haphazard
fashion, and these statmns would come
rolling in.

“Hundreds, yes, thousands, of experi-
menters became discouraged over the
results obtaimed aund have ever since
been decrying instead -of ‘boosting’
short-waves. 'The present-day short-
wave receiver ig a marvel of efficiency
~—compact, well designed and built,
and in every way equal to the broad-
cast receiver. However, the acquisi-
tion of a good receiver does not over-
come the pecuharltles of short-wave
reception.

“probably the first thing the begin-
ner must learn is that stations do not
cover a very large.space on the dials.
The short-wave field covers a band of.
frequency 25 tlmes as large as the
broadeast :band..
stationg on the broadeast band could

the dials of 2 common short-wave re-
ceiver. To pick up & station properly
the dial must be set exactlv to the
centre f the carrier wave. A dial
may be set one-third of a degree away
from a station and it cannot be heard.
but if moved directly on the wave
could bring in a good clear programme.

“The first requisite to successful tun-
ing ig therefore ‘tune slowly.) 10
not skim over the dials and expect
the station to come rolling in. Im-
stead, put your regeneration control up

to where a slight hissing sound is heard

in the speaker, denoting oscillation,
and then keep it near this point while
you slowly revolve the wavelength dial.
If the hissing sound dies out then
turn the control up again, You wili
then locate the station by a shistle.
After picking this up, then detune
the receneration until the musie or
voice is heard best. A litile practice
soon ma’ an expert on this,

ME. JAMES SIMSON,

Under whom the Dunedin Trinity .
Methodist Church Choir most ac-

ceptably rendered “The WMorn of
Glory” on. Sunday Iast.

“The second noticeable peculiarity
of short waves is that but a few sta-
tions can be heard at one time. Re-
gardless of whether a certain station
is on the air at a certain time or how
much power it has, you may nof be
able to hear it. Certain stations can
onlv be heard at certain times of the
day, and certain seasons of the. year,
regardiess of their schedule. Many
foreign stations have never been heard
in the United States. Short waves of-
fer 24 hourk of entertainment each
day, once you learn to. tune. . It is

.not a fact that you can get’ better Te-

~.In- other words, the .

sults at night than at daytime.” It
is possn;le that better reception may
b had ' daytime.

“Broadcasting on short. w:wes 1S con-

fined inostly to four bands of freguen~

be put inio a space of 20 degrees on. w. although stations may ‘bé’ picked

A Bad Shp

World famed Combmatlon

THE‘ ingloriousness of it. ... Some»’ o
.one has thought 1t prudent to com- .
ment on the “appearince”  of the J.
H. Squire octet at 1¥A. . And they have
gone ‘into print with it .too, which -
makes matters worse. Yes, this iy what
an Auckland Weekly journal says .
about this happy event: “The J. H.
Squire Celeste Octet provided .two ex- -
cellent numbers from 1YA on Wednes-
day night last, and these were . the
gems of the programme, ‘Traume,” the
first number presented, was renderved
in -a very able manner. The standard _
reached was good.” a B
“The standard 1e'1chéd was gob& :
A combination that has.thrilled - il
lions in Eugland, and-in- ‘fact over. the‘
world, thought to dppear from 1YA,is-
classed as good—and what about. t}le
other item-—wasn't that. so good?. JE
is no use—they mustn’t play.- thQSB
tunes again, Please ask 1YA to send
the record back. —Munay AR

, Sénding‘ Lettel;s b‘S’ere

f"‘j‘HERE will shortly come into vpera-
’ tion in England 2 public service of
aototelegraphy by means of which one-
aay send by telegraph an entire sheet:
t type-written foolscap. It is - tele-
“hotographed, not by wireless, but over
ile ordinary telegraph wires to its
destination, and arrives there in exact
facsimile., This sYsT:em has been work-
ing for some time in other countries.
as part of their public service. As
the charge is quite reasonably small,.

- there should be a big future for the -

husiness of sending letters by wire.

Advertising in Bad Times

iT is easy in difficult times like the..
present to retrench a little in busi
ness, and save money, and advertusino N
is one of the first things on which some *
pusiness men save. That is because they
do not realise that advertising is indis- -
pensable, said Mr. Gordon Selfridge, in ..
an address to the British Glass Conven-. .
tion in England. Mr. Selfridge said -
that what some business men did not

‘realise was that the public was éver

changing, What they advertised to-ddy
wag forgotten to-morrow. They had to -
keep on advertising and giving the
publie the facts and particulars.

up at other peints on the dlals. These
are from 14 to 18, 24 to 26, 30 to 32,
and 48 to 50 metres. The beginner
would do well to locate these -bands.
and search them out before {uning
over the other narts of. the dials.”” .
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