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" We not mfrequently hear Stokowskl
- {conduetor of the Philadelphia Orches-
* . tra), and his broadeasts are . worth
2000 dollars (£400) a minute, so you
can quite readily understand ‘how, the
advertising cost ‘of each feceiver is
_ taken up. Direct advertising is:toler-
ated by certain sections of fhe com-
aunity, ‘but the middie ‘and ‘upper

classes simply refuse to have it com- .| '

ing direct.  .In - gome of the¢ ‘smalier
Iocal stations it iy greatly in. evidence,

" but on the bigger chainsg direet ad- |-

"vertxsmg hag almost d1sappeared“

WE were surprised to learn- that |

: many families have two and three
setg.  Of course it is” more or -less
understood when they cost only £20

. a-piece and that the t1me-payment Sys-
.tem has a strong hold in the Btales, }-

“¥t ig not uncommon to go into .some
-of these larger households,” said. Mr.
‘Menon, “and hear the daughter listén-

g to jazz, the son to.a ball game, and .

the old people to some old-time songs *

Seleotivii:y I’l oblems

the. States there are some oOO'In‘oacb
A dasting stations, and some of ‘these
are on’ tremendous power. One von-
_ders that any programme can’ be heard
 with this terrible maze, but it appears
that in all but a few ill-favoured loca- -
ns 8 wide range and variety of sta-
fions.can ‘be tuned in. With. this large
;.numbel: of stations many must operate
‘orl the same frequency at the same time,
‘hut. these stations are scattered vight
“vound the Continent, so that only..in
o very few loeations do two stations
.on_ the same wavelength clash to. make
4an mcomplehens,lble burble, .
- Bach station, or group. of statlons.
‘niust be separated by 10 kllocyeles, and

" thig means that the modern set must’

“he éapable of a 10 kilocycle separation,
Tt also means that the broadcasting sta-
fon 'must be vely sharply tuned. ““It
-jg. remarkable,” added our guest, “how
.'sharply these stations send out  their
-parriers. A B0 Kilowatt station’ edn
“be . made: to disappear with surprising
: rapxﬂ]ty and shock areas are very re-
stricted. Imnagine the chads if you
had . two or three local stations that
:wele ‘not sharply tuned. - Of -course,
4]l the big statlons are crystal con-
‘trolled.
" Malking of selectivity and receivers
alsed the question of next year's setf.
The super-heterodyne, said@ Mr. Menon,
had been introduced mainly on account
of ‘the selectivity problem. He was not
prepared to szy whether it was going
to be a general characteristic of next
vear’s model or not. “Just at present
the ‘manufacturers are sitting on the
fence, and they do Eot know . which

wzll reldy |

21. Proceeds in aid

Royal Chrisichurch M um‘al Societ
 Woolston. Brass Band ....evdesiersd
. "Derry’s Military Band ......vevees

.

as

»

a specml Christmas progmmme from the
Chrzstahurch Hospital’ grounds on December
Chmstmas cheer fof

widows and orphans.

H531st1ng Musical Combinations |
":Conducfar W. H. DIXON.
'R. J. ESTALE.
Ji SCOTT..

‘possible .to bave an old-time’

Christchurch Municipal Band oosues

J. NOBLE.

way to jump,” he remarked. The
midgets sets are another problem that
most manufacturers are considering.
Their - future also 1&: somewhat in
doubt :
The Loftin-White.
WING. interested in the  Loftin-
‘White, we agked if it was being
absorbetl jnto any of the new motels.
We were told that almost without ex:
ception it was not. There are certain
drawbacks. to the use of that amplifier.
In the first place, the royalties are
very high; secondly the wonderfully
‘pure tome that it gave cannot fully be
-appreciated by people who clamoured
for bass. and heavier reproduction;
.and, thirdly, manufacturers -consider
that the life of the 45 or 50 valve
will .be much shorter than if used in
.the average set. The bias of ‘the outs
put valve is dependent upon the plate
current of the screen-grid valve, and
as this takes some time to warm up
there Is a period when the blas of the
output vaive is not present
Talking of new season’s models also
raised the question of tone confrol. It
was introduced many -years ago in a
different form to whatit is now, and it
has been reintroduced only because the
public clamour to have a means where-
by they can spoil their reproduction.
Tone control only provides a method
of cutting off the high frequency. A
set with a good audio receiver will re-
produce a range from 5000 or 6000
down to 50 or less. When a tone con-
trol iz added a means for cutting off
all frequencies above 3000 is also pro-
vided. However, by: cuttmg off the

gtrength,
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high flequenueb one is also able to

cut:out a great deal of the electriecal

interference, whieh. is generally just
above 3000, It is for this reason that
the set with the heavier bass repro-
duces less noise than does a set with
an even response. - -

e Statey” the intmference ques-
¢ute. There are 8o many elec-
tricd gadgets, and. the country is so
well ' reticulated with electricity, that
the caly solution which is availabie is to
increase the power of the stations on
one hand and by-pass the noise on the
other. The former increases the diffi-
culty of the selectivity. problem and the

.latter provides a means for ruining tho

tone” "“So you can guite readily im-
agine that radio in Ameérica is some-
what®at:a deadlock,” remarked Mr.
Menon.”
for three  or four stations to come on
the: air “with 100 kilowatts of power,
and these should be heard in New Zea-
land quite ivell.

“Generelly speaking, . there will be
very little alteration in the 1931 models.
They will have only a few exira refine
ments, and probably the cabinéts will
be somewhat smaller,
foresee any blg sweepmg change,” he
added,

ngh]y-tramed Staﬂ’s.

bPEAKINGr of the progress radio has

made, Mr., Menon pointed out that
there is really every facllity for ad-
vancement. “The big concerns maintain
several laboratories with their staffs
working almost in competition. When
a model s produced the directors give
it every consideration from the mar
keting point of ‘view, and,.only the best
are selectéd. : This means that every
refinement possible is added to a set.
For this reason it seems as though
radio will settle down to be a business
of three or four huge concerns, who will
monopolise the market, . It seems as
though the day of the spiall man,
both in prodiction and in distribution,
is rapidly draswing to a close.

. The Baitery Set:

§ for the-battery set, it is still sell-

" ing, and many of the. big radio
manufacturers are still turning out ef-
ficient, battery models. In faet a. com-
plete line, inc¢luding battery sets, di-
rect -current ;main- gets, a.c. sets, and
a.c. combinations, are still being manu-

Arrangements have been made’

but I cannot.

Our “Mallbag

OId-tlme Musm. h :
I WISH to comphment the R.B.C. on\(
the new programmes, especially™,
the old-time dande from Dﬁnedin, whichi
we ‘thoroughly enjoyéd. Would it be -
‘datice
night evely month? I feel sure it

-would be appreciated by many listen- i

ers —-Go. Mac. (Pukeun)

A Transmlttmg Complam{:.

I AM familiar only with'the Dunedin
. and Thvercargill B stations, but
their broadeasting of  records is im-

- megsurably superior.In quality to the

YA stations, Is there any reason why -
this should be? When. there is g »B-,
¢lass station broadcasting duringfTh
dinner music sessmn it is almogtd nrh- :
culous to turn from it to a YA station
and note the contrast, From the YA
stations there ig no bass at all; from
the B station baldnced music which is
a pleasure to. listen to. Some months -
ago. 2YA wag fairly good for a. while,
but changed suddenly, and ginee then
has been almost worse than 3YA and .
4YA. As the payer of 80/- per year to
‘the Broadcasting Company, and no-
thing: to the B stations, might Y sng-
gest that the former try to obtain tem-
poranly the gervices of one of the en-
gineery or operators from & Dunedin

‘B station with-a view to improving

matters? .Can you tell me whether the
Broadeasting Company follows any
policy or system in the balance be- .
tween basy and treble in its trahgmis-
sion, or Is it left entirely to chance?
For months until recently the 2YA OfaY
chestrina - and orchestra were pamful
to listen to, but & few weeks ago com-'
pletely changed and are now quite.
good, Brass bands, however, as broad- '
cast by 2YA are still as bad as the or- -
chestra’ was. From 4YA on thé other
hand bands are now very good. “Quai— )
ity” (Hillgrove), :

[’l‘he tmnsmission f.rom the YA . sta—
tions is not left to chance. The output
is mensured, and the curve from bass,
to treble is straight. Providing a " re-
ceiver is good the tone from the YA -
stations edn be reéceived . in perfect
balance.—HEd.] .

factured. The out-back settler I8 in
need of radio more than anyone else—
and he needs modern radio. The d.c.’
screen-grid valve, althotgh less compli-
cated than the a.c. model, is not as satis- -
factory, and d.c, screen grid jobs ave
not as popular as are their a.e, sucees-
sors, “There appears tc be in., New
Zenland, as In America, a big m¥eket
for d.c. battery sets, but the my n
salesman must go out-and sell th
remarked Mr, Menon m conclumon
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