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- THE writer understands that parents
- 5. occasionally telephone the 2YA
“~fudios, while the children’s sessions
aye in progress, asking for birthday an-
nouncements to be puf on the air. The
correct method of procedure is for par-
ents to write their requests, and post
* them to 2YA in time to arrive before
the evening on which the birthday an-
nourcements are to. be made,
- ® »
HH other evening the writer happen-

ed upon the “B” class station at -

Wairoa, Hawke’s Bay. Although its
power. is stated to be only 7% watts,
the volume of this station was really
surprising, Those desiring to seek out

the Wairoa station will find it on a-

wavelength about midway between
. 2BLy'Sydney, and 8LO, Melbourne, but
closey to the wavelength of the latter
station, . . i

* *
A PECULIARITY in volume of recep-
" tion of certain “outside” stations
characterises certain points in the eity
of Wellington. Take the case of the
station 2ZR, Wanganui, which can be
heard nearly all -day in certain areas
of Wellington, with almost full gramo-
phone volume. High-class sets in oth-
er localities of the city of Wellington
can barely hear 2ZR.in the daytime,
L ® . *
' SOME beginners persist in the belief
’ that the fading of distant broadcasl
stations is due to fluctuations in the
electrical supply at the stations. A
case in point was brought under the
writer’s notice the other day, but when
the novice was told about the IHeaviside

L]

layer and the ionisation of the atoms

_of the atmospbere he was much en-
"‘ﬁhtened and decided ot to blame the
sinsmission.
* K %

THERE are still some areas in Wel-
-~ lington where electrical leakages
" _are holding back-the progress of broad-
cast listening. Probably the worst in-
stance is that in the locality of Con-
stable Street, where there is almost a
continuous roar from some nearby
source. Things must be rather bad in
- - that vicinity when an owner of an ex-
- peosive sét has decided fo give up
- broadecast listening, and is offering his
. equipment for sale.
. ) i % @
THE gospel of radie receives an un-
doubted impulse whenever there iy
a broadcast of any speeial importance.
This is more evideni on a Wednesday
when the city radio shops are open
than on Saturday afternoons, The
broadcast desecription of the Rugby
match. between the British and - the
Macgi teams at Wellington  caused
grot¥es. of the public to assemble at the
~ doorways of the city radio shops to
listen to the deseription of the play is-

suing from the loudspeakers.

L * -

CORRESPONDENT (“Tip,”
taitai) sends along a suggestion
that the P. and T, Department when
allotting sign or eall letters to New
Zealand “B” class stations should en-

- deavour to avold using letters which
sound similar to one another. He
quotes as an example such letters as
B, C, B, and P, which are now in use

Ha-

AND ELECTRIC

by New Zealand “B” class stations. He

points out that there are several other

letters not touched yet which could

not be mistaken for those now in.use,
* %® . *

“TTIP” (Hataitai) has something to

say about the slipshod method of an-
nouncing by the majority of New Zea-
land “B” clags stations. He writes: “1
hear a number of these smaller sta-
tions, and it is positively annoying to
listen to the careless, hurried method
aﬂopted by the majority of these sta-
tions when giving their call letters.

Reception Table for
Australian Stations

FOR the guidance of those whe
- wish to check their recep-
tion of the Australian stations,
“Switch” prepares weelkly a
table showing the average rela-
tive strengibs with which he has
obtained reception at 11.30 p.m.
during the past week:—
2FC, Sydnoy ......o..
2BL, Sydney .....eas.
4QG. Bristane ........
3AR, Melbourne ..ss..
3L0O, Melhourne ......
2G8B, S.deey sreacasens
2UE, Sydney ....oeoese
3DB, Melbourne ......
775, Hobart ......a..
8UZ, Melbourne ....o...
5CL, Adelaide ........
2KY, Sydney 13
The ahove figures are the points
assessed, with 20 as the maxi-
mum,

10
190

[reres

B G2 RY i Ul n WP L

They rush the letters through as
though they were ashamed of their
call. Why can’t they take a pattern
from the announcers at the YA sta-
tiO).;lS and articulate each letter clear:
y 3
1y? * * L]
HOSE listeners who have heard the
thoroughly Hastern flute solos from
the Japaunese stations may be interest-
ed in a description of the Japanese
ancient flute, one of whick wag played
upon in, the writer’s home by Mr, K.
Kubota, the recenily-arrived Japanese
Government trade correspondent. The
instroment is of bamboo, 28 inches in

length, 2 inches in diameter at the
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.firaneial - support,
.fo' -the .Taranaki Radio Society not

. “SWITCB” trusts that the Taranakl

.~ people will rally around their own
little broadecast station, 2YB, New
Plymouth, which is in sore need of
2YB is a credit

only  for the quality of its t{ransmis-

sion ‘but for the unvarying excellence

of its programmes.
« - % .=
WWHEN . 2YA, Wellingvt'on',‘happens to
" go off the azir for a few minutes
it would seem that every listener for
miles around, who has & telephone
ealls up the studio to disclose the fact,

- The telephone is kept busy until the

station .is on the air again. A direct

. telephone line connects the transmit-

" ting station of 2YA with the studios,

blowing end, and one and a half inches

at the other extremity. It is played like
a clarinet. There are only four holes
for the fingers, one hole being under-
neath, and the flute has no metal keys.

The inside is painted with dark red:

lacquer, and fhere is an aperture at
each end of the instrument, which can
be taken apart in two pieces by a joint
in the middle. Mr. Kubota is an ac

complished player of the Japanese flute,-

and bis renderings of Japanese love
melodies hundreds of years old has a
peculiar charm. .
® i3 £

N up-country listener who tunes in

a. number of American stations In
the early evening lately called on
“Switch” and was somewhat surprised
at the amount of electriecal noise pick-
ed up in Wellington. ‘“Te get long-dis-
tance stations down here,” he said,
“could be compared with trying to view
distant objects through a heavy hail

storm with a powerful telescope. The
more you magrify the objeet the
greater the interference,”

- - -

LOCALI’I‘Y of the receiving set means

a fremendous amount in [ong-dis-
tance veception, and it is, therefore, in-
teresting to note the various criticisms
of reception of the YA stations. The

‘most notable that attracted “Switch’s”

attention is the criticism lately publish
ed in the “Record” by Mr. E. W. Angle-
sey, of Nelson district. This listenér

states 1YA comes in best, 8YA next,

2YA a poor third, and 4YA “can’t be
depended on—only occasionally can it
be heard decently.” “Switch” classes
the YA
an easy first, 1YA next, and 4YA a
close third. All three are dependable
as a rale, and excepting on odd occa
sions are not seriously affected by fad -
ing. It is all a question of the locality '
of the receiving set. )

-route.

-car installation, The microphone

and when there is anything amiss at
the transmitter the information ig
promptly telephonced by the engineer
in charge to the studios.

% £ *

MYHE Melbourne “Listener In” says:
“The geries of ‘Women of the
Orient and Pacific’ by Mrs. H. G
Shannon, broadeast from B3AR, may
be recommended as something very
special.  Mrs. Sbannon, a New Zea-
lander by birth, bas crowded a re-
markable wealth of incident into her.
life, and has the distinction of being
the one woman passenger to cross to
England on a troopship with a ‘car-
g0’ of 1500 souls. In company with
her husband she has spent many years
travelling through Bgypt, India, New
Guinea and the Far East, and has
collected much -inside information en
With a vivid imagination, a
ready wit, and a facile pen, Mrs, Shan-
non has prepared some of the most
interesting talks that have been over
the air for some time. and which should
be greatly appreciated by all con-
cerned.” .. .

% R
MOTORISTS’ can convey warnings to
o pedestriang and other -drivers by
means of an amplifier and:loudspegker
developed by a Frenchman: for motor-
is
mounted in front of the driver, who

‘speaks into - it.;in his-normal Voice.

The “speech” is amplified, ‘and .issues .
from- the “lovdspedker at the rear of
the car. P

: . * R 5

- A UNANIMOUS expression of opinion
“outside” stations with 8YA -

‘was voiced -the othér day by a

:gathering of  Wellington listeners that

the relays by 2YA, Wellington, of fhe
talkies from the Majestic Theatre are

‘perfect, The. dialogues and words of

the various songs come through with
striking clarity.
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