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“care” applied to 2YA, Welling-

~¢om, by Mr. J. M, Bingham,
chief engineer for the Broadeast-
ing’ Company.  “Switch” under-

‘stands that the trouble with 2YA
was that it was transmitting all fre-

... quencies’ too faithfully, including the

-desirable frequencies.

undesirables, which the modern radio
set-galso reproduced. These “shadows,”
interesting as they may be to the scien-
tific minded, badly mutilated speech

and music from 2YA, The cure applied’

by Mr. Bingham was the installation of
a low-pass filter which eut off the un-
The improve-
ment in reception was, of course, im-
mediately evident. The unwanted fre-
guencies could not be heard at a range
of 50 miles from Wellington, now the,
arve silenced completely. .
*® »* *

ILE on the subject of frequencies,

“7¥ it is of interest to note that Mau-

. xice J. Grainger, radio expert, formerly

e

of the Westinghouse Rlectriec and

‘Manufacturing Company, and the Unit-

ed. States Navy, states that the normal

" human ear does not respond to sound

waves below 40 nor above 10,000 vibra-

‘tions per second. The longer the wave-

length the fewer vibrations there are

~ per second, and in this connection it is

© produced by  various musical

L Snow that the total

‘worth mentioning that a radio wave-

length of 20,000 metres has 15,000 vi-
brations per second.
* * »*

latest returps from Australia
] number of
radio licenses in force for the whole
of the Commonwealth is 310,783. De-
spite bad times across the Tasman each
State shows an increase in the number

~ of licenses during May. The increases

are: New South Wales, 1426; Victoria,
186; Queensland, 321; South Australia,
‘1953 Western Australia, 889; Tas-
mania, 94. 'This makes a total inerease,
during May, of 2561 licenses,

* . 3

‘ JUST bhow many New Zealanders got
out of bed at 5 a.m. to listen recent-

1y to “Plum” Warner describing from
England the play in the first Test match
at Nottingham, relayed by 2BL, Syduey,
to the A class stations in Australia?
Many friends telephoned “Switch” to
learn what “Plum” Warner had said
about the play, but owing to the in-
convenience of the hour, 2BL wasted
its sweetness on the desert air so far
as “Switeh” was concerned.

L * * .

HH jinteresting “frequency tests”
conducted at 2YA, Wellington, by
Mr,. J. M. Bingham were responsible for
much discussion among Wellington lis-
teners. “Switch” was surprised-at the
number of listeners who did not grasp
the point mentioned by Mr, Bingham,

‘that the higher frequencies, 7500 and

10,000 per second, were given merely
becanse they are components of notes
ingtru-
ments, and only components, as =no
musical instrument produces those fre-
quencies a8 a fundamental note.

. AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY OF
WELLINGTON.
HE Monthly (General Meeting of the
Society will be held in the Cam-
bridge 'Terrace Congregational Chureh
Hall on Tuesday, July 8, at 8 p.m.

The Loftin-White Amplifier, in econ-
junction with the Induction Dynamie
Speaker, will be demonstrated by Messrs.
Fear and Ralph.

All interested in the perfect combina~
tion of this remarkable amplifier and re-
progucer are cordially invited to be pre-
sent, :

- J K HOOKER, Hon, Secretary.

I,ISTONERS are pleased with  the

“SWITGH” has heard much praise of

the singing from 2YA, Wellington,
by Miss Jessie Shmith, the Melbourne
vocalist. Besides being an experienced
and thoroughly cultured singer, she is
equipped with a voice which broad-
casts with all its richness in tonal col-
our. Here iz a singer among thou-
sands, and her vocal ability has earned
Miss Shmith many engagements to

Reception Table for
*Australian  Stations

FOR the guidanee of those who
wish to check their recep-
tion of the Australian stations,
“Switch” prepares weelly a
table showing the average rela-
tive strengths with which he has
obtained reception at 11.80 p.m.
during the past weeli:—~
2FC, Sydney .....cca0
2BL, Sydney
4QG, Brishane ...ccoe
3AR, Melbourne ..ccoo
3L0; Melbourne csoace
2GEB, Sydney ...c060000
2UR, Sydney c.ooooeos
7ZE., Wobart ...ccoecn
3UZ, Melbourne ..co.-
3DB, Melbourne c..o.-.
5CL, Adelaide ...coc..
2KY, Sydney
The above figures are the
assessed, with 20 as the
mum. '
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broadcast in Melbourne. Her vigit to

the New Zealand studios is indeed very
welcome.
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THERE are many people who, owing

to a pecaliarity of their hearing
are quite unable to hear frequencies
above 8000 per second, and the lowest
audible note heard by Kuropeans has a
frequency of 16 per second. Yef Jap-
anese can hear earthquake subterran-
ean sounds of a much lower pitch than
16 per second. Iiuropeans in Japan
have been surprised at this facuity of
the Japs.
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“SWITCH" has heard over thirty sta-

tions bid “good-night” to their Iis-
teners during the past week, but fhe
“honours” go to 2BL, Sydney, for the
most incongruous.
2BL called, “Give yourself a smack on
the back and go to bed. Good-night!”
This may be regarded as “smart,” but
“Switch” thinks that it sounds “cheap.”
“Pa” Cochrane, announcer at 2FC, Syd-
ney, after calling “Good-night” gener-
ally adds a friendly “Sleep well,” which
“Switch” prefers to any that he has
heard!
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HE British Broadecasting Corpora-
tion, with ap annual revenue eof
£1,200,000, is unable to please its legion
of listeners, Yet it employs all the pos-
sible talent obtainable in England—the
greatest in every field. As one journal
puts it “:The reason why the B.B.C.
cannot give general satisfaction is sim-
ply because public opinion is not cast
in one mould,” It is the same the world

over.
* & -
NE of the minor North Island broad-
cast stations which is heard in Wel-
lington, day and night, seems to oper-
ate on a different wave-length- in the
daytime from that at night. The sta-
tion, which operates on a long wave-
length, is heard twice as loud in day-
light as compared with its nighi-time
transmission. Y
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SIR HARRY LAUDER, who has left

50 many friends in New Zealand,
and who persisted in a rooted objection
to broadcasting in other days, agaiun
overcame his seruples ard sang before
the microphone. This time it was at
CKY, Winnipeg, Canada, and his voice
was relayed by 45 U.S.A. stations, and
three Canadian stations. For this Sir
Harry received £1800. He sang three
songs, and his “turn” worked out at
£200 a minute. And yet some listeners
grumbled beecause Sir Harry could not
{)e éndueed to broadeast in New Zea-
and. :
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THE comie gentleman who addresses

the crowd in the Ashfield Town
Hall, Sydney, on the occasion of com-
munity singing nights which are broad-

Friday, July 4, 1930..

. east, manages to kéep- his andience in

almost contimious laughter, The other
evening he said he was travelling in
a train on a very cold day, and to warm
himself he took a drink from.a flask
of whiskey. An old man, the only
ther occupant of the carriage, ex-
laimed, “I'm sixty years of age, and
{’ve never Iet a drop of liquor pass
through my lips.” “Donlt worry your-
self,” retorted the other. “You're not
going to start now,” aund he tock an-
other drink from the fiagk..
. L *
RADIO again played an interesting
and invalnable role during the ﬁe«
cent flight of the Southern Cross across
the Atlantic. The whole world listen-
ed breathlessly for news of Kingsford
Smith and his intrepid companions, and

it was radio upon which they relied
for the latest information.

HAT, indeed, has become of the
proposed change of wavelength of
4YA, Dunedin? Some fime ago 4YA
tested extensively on a much shorter
wavelength than that of 3YA, Christ-
church, and the Dunedin station came
in at Wellington with tremendous vol-
ume. What is the P. and T. Depart-
ment doing about it? A friend who re-
cently visited Dunedin informs
“Switch” that 4YA, Dunedin, is badly
handicapped through the unaveidable
shortness. of its aerial, and a loading

coil ig used in series with it to get the

station’s transmission up to the listed

wavelength,
* * [

ENIA CHOSTIAKOFF, who was a

- member of the Don Cossacks’ Ohoir
which toured New Zealand some time
ago, has been heard lately broadcast-
ing from 2BL, Sydney. He is consider-
ed to possess one of the finest falsetto
voices in the world.
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ERE is a radical change. In Ger-

many experiments have proved that
better results are obtained from non-
metallic aerial masts at broadcast sta-
tions. As a result of the experiments
for the new German high-power station
wooden masts only are o be used.

The ‘announcer at.
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LAST on the Market !

The New PHILIPS

FIRST in FPerformance ! §

The 25 10 “Radioplayer,” £32
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“PUSH AND THEY PLAY”
These sets have been specially designed for ‘tone.
guarantee backed by PHILIPS for twelve months.

The 25 15 “AC QP,” £] £ with “Baby Grand” Speaker, ﬂg/ 10/-

Demonstrations arranged at .

" DIRECT SUPPLY CO.

277 DURHAM STREET, CHRISTCHURCH.

Every set carries a

with “Sevenette” Speaker, £39
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