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Round the World with Mr. Owen Prlchard
" By “CALL UP”

-~ HIRE can. be foew more in-
t teresting people assoeiated
)| with broadcasting in New

. Zealand then Mr. Owen Prit-
chard, programme organiser
at station 1YA, and certainly
| none with a more varied and
Jd interesting history,

Born xnot so. very far from the pres—
ent 1YA station and educated in Auck-
land, he began to earn his daily bread
in that city, but his life wag cast
io take a more interesting and excit-
ing. course than any humdrum job
could ever supply. He was destined
for the stage, and when the “Belle
Crome Bellringers” came to New Zea-
land twenty-five years ago he joined
them, this being his first professional
engagement,

. After touring New Zealand for two
-years with this company he doubled
with Alf. “Redhead” Wilson, of Mor-

ris and Wilson, who were at that time
Australian top-line acrobats, He was
associated with Wilson for a long time
in ‘an act entitled ““The Merry Ostlers.”
touring New Zealand and Australia.
¥rom there they went to South Africa,
where they played all through the
Union before sailing for England.
They showed at most of the London
city and suburban theatres and a good
portion of the provincial centres be-
fore going to Scotland and Ireland.
They then returned to London and
dissolved partnership.

TRIKING out on his own, Pritchard
wrote direct to Sir Oswald Stoll,

the London theatrical magnate, and
through his manager was instructed
to appear at an audition at the old
Middlesex Theatre, Drury Lane, Prit-
chard was surprised to find that there

were so many other artists wanting O
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engagements. at the same time that
the auditiong lasted two whole days.
However, he was fortunate enough to
be chosen from this big batch and was
given a two weeks’ engagement at the
Middlesex, other engagements follow-
ing in and around London which kept
him booked up for nine months.
Pritchard then met and joined
forces with Harry Carr, pianist for

Hope Charteris, the Queensland sop--

rano, who had taken the lead vacated
by TFlorence Smithson in “The Ar-
cadians.” They sailed from Tilbury
early in 1915 and opened at Cape Town,
subsequently touring the Union for six
months, The partnership was then
split and Pritchard signed a mine
months’ contract with “The Searlet
Troubadours” and again toured the
Union.

N completion of this, his third the-
atrical tour of South Africa, he
sailed for New Zealand to join up with
the N.Z.E.F. On his discharge after

.two years’ war service, at Christmas,

1919, he was asked by a number of
Avuecklanders to put on a show after
the style of those presented to the
troops behind the lines. As he had
run a concert party at Etaples this
wag a job right into his hands.

He collected some of his former

party and under the name of the Te .

Koas Concert Party they dréew packed
audiences to the Auckiand Town Hall
Concert Chamber for a two weeks' sea-
somn.
Zealand with this show followed.
NE might have expected Pritchard
to have settled down in Auckland
then, but he sailed for America at the
end of 1920. On arrival there he soon
found that the professional rond wag g
hard onpe to travel for anyone with-
out a thorough knowledge of American
wit -and slang and a good Yankee
twang!  However, he achieved his
measure of success and played ‘most
of the vaudeville houses in and around
San Francisco. v ‘

It was in 'Frisco that he first became
acquainted. with broadeasting, and
while in America he appeared at all
the principal radio stations on the
Pacific Coast.
naturally stood him in good stead in
his present position.

WHEN he had beep in San Franeigco

twelve months he began to study
the violin under Arthur Conradi, prin-
cipal of the Institute of Musie, and

_ also topk a position as cashier with

the Western Union Telegraph Com-
pany. It was in this latter position
that he received the greatest thrill of
hig life, this being no less than a dar-
ing hold-up by a gunman.

One morning he was at his place in
the Western Union’s office when.over
the counter hurdled a man with a
drawn revolver.

“Throw up your hands and be quick
about it,” he demanded, levelling the

A nine monthg’ tour of New '

This experience has-

revolver at Prifchard. Pritchard dart-
ed out info & passage with thé bandit
at his heels and attempted to reach
some men working behind a partition

However,

at the rear of the office, but,fa,iled’._?‘

chase and escaped from the office,
Pritchard’s presence of mind having

the gunman gave up the

gaved 1000 dollars in currency which -

was in"an unlocked drawer a few feet
away from the scene of the hold-up.

| FTER five years in "Frisco Prifchard
was engaged as orchestra leader
on the 's.8. Ventura, running between
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’Frisco and Sydney. Three happy
years at sea followed before he asked
for hig discharge in Sydney. There he
was introduced to Mr. Phillip Lytton
of “Cappy Ricks” fame, and was en-
gaged by bhim to play principal com-
edian with his company on a twelve
months’ tour of Australia.

Pritchard then returned to Auckland
to live with his mother, and not long
afterward secured his present position.
Even then his adventures were not at

an end, for he had only been at 1YA -

a few months when he married an
Auckland girl.

Owen Pritchard has been acrobat,
singer, violinist, comedian, actor,
orchestra leader, producer, and broad-
caster, and has sandwiched no end of
adventures in between. With such a
long and varied theatrical experience
and such a knowledge of the world he
is .admirably suited to engage radio
artists and to arrange programmes, As
he himself says, broadcasting is an en-
tirely different art from the stage, but
showmanship is eqnally essential to
both. It would be hard to find a bet-

ter or more experienced showman than.

Owen Pritchard,




