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' Friday, May 30, 1930,

AN
: O "4 ope-fime . popular vaudeville
" vocalist, Miss Stella Ranger, singing
“at one of the Australian broadcast sta-

~ tions. - Several years ago Miss Ranger

" paid several visits to Wellington on a
. vaudet{ille cireuit. :

«(YFI-SIDB* (New Plymouth) writes
. asking what has become .of ihe
widely-reported invention of a static-

-eliminator devised by somebody in the -

" -South Island. “Switch” can only echo

‘the query, “What has become of it?”

‘ AN all-electric sét was submitted to

N “Switeh” last ‘week for examina-
tion as the owner was anxious to learn
why it had noi been performing up to
standard on that night. As it hap-
" pened, . owing to exceptional weather
conditions across the Tasman ihe Aus-
+ tralian stations seemed to be blanketed.
The New Zealand stations, on the othex
hand, werg coming in with excellent
volume. 'The owner, being a beginner,
was disposed to blame his set because
it was weak on the Australian sta-
tiops. The following evening, however,
brought a vast improvement in recep-
tion, and the owner realised his previ-
ous mistake.

“IYISO”  (Newtown) has  asked
“Switeh” why he did not envy the
‘official who compiles the dinner music
session, as espressed in the writer's
notes recently. The main difficulty is
the Hmited amount of suitable music
issued by the record manufacturers.
- Thi type of music is distinctive, and in-
strumental numbers are exclusively
(legirable. Then again dance music is
not the class required. When it is
" necessary to arrange a different pro-
~ gramme night after night the problem

becomes a serioms one.
) A LISTENER in an area of Welling-
ton mear Upper Willis Street in-
forms “Switch” that he is pestered
with interference from some electrical
source in his vicinity. Frony .the
listener’s description - of the mnoise
uQwitch” suggests that the source is a

a Tecent evening the writer heard .

private violet ray apparatus, This
type of apparatus can interfere with a
sensitive set up to a distance of 200
yards, if the listener is reaching for
outside stations.

CARCELY 2 night passes at the
studio of 2YA, Wellington, with-
out listeners ringing up to ascertain
whether the station is on the air, when
as 4 matter of fact transmission is in
full swing. This would seem to indi-
cate that trouble with receiving sets is
fairly frequent. One listener suggested
to “Switch” that the majority of those
telephone inquiries come from OWners
of “home-made” crystal sets. '

PROM what “Switch” can gather, the

description of the British v. Wa-
nganui football match was an .excel-
lent example of good announcing. As
an exponent of verbatim description it
would be hard to find the announcer’s
equal. Unfortunately, at timeg, he rais-
ed his voice too high in piteh, and thus
listeners found some of his comments
somewhat blurred.

T'TER listening to the. broadeast
description of the British v. Wa-
nganui football match, “Sywiteh” has
some constructive ecriticism to offer on
the subject of football descriptions.
The gcore should be announced fre-

‘mentioned.

| Sovereign’s Birthday, 1830!,

CHEAP RAILWAY FARES

June 3.
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' Holiday' excursion fares will be in
operation—from and to all stations
in New Zealand—from May 30 to

Tickets will be available

for return until June 14.

Book your Holiday Trip Now at any Railway
Booking Office or Agency. !
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quently. Whenever possible the terri-
tory in .which the Dball is should be
It is of little use to say
“the bail has gone out at the twenty
five mark.” . The announcer should al
ways state whose “twenty-five” it is.
Even when the ball has crossed the
half-way line it should be stated in
whose territory the ball is. It ig also
most impoertant for the announcer not
to raise his voice to a high pitch. A
shrill voice becomes incoherent, while &
deep-pitched voice carries splendidly.

HI convenience and efliciency  of
broadcasting as a means of dis
seminating news was much appreciated
hy the public of Wellington during the

Australian Reception
E“OR the guidance of those whe

wish fo¢ check their recep-
tion of the Australian stations,

“Switch” prepares a  weekly
table showing the average
relative strengths with which

he has obtained reception at 11,30
p.m. during the pasi week:-—

2L, Syéney ...... 9 to 10
2HC, Sydney ....... Bto 9
4QG, Brishane ...... 610 7
2UK, Sydney ....... O te &
350, Melbourne .... 5 to 6
SDB, Mellourne ,.... 4105
2GB, Sydney ....... 41t05
307, Melbourne ..... 8 to 4
SAR, Melbourne .... 3 to 4
5CL, Adelaide ...... 2

SKY, Sydney ....... 1%

The above figures are the points
assessed, with 10 as the maxi-
mum. They indicate a wide vari-
ation in signal strength due to
weak reception aboui the middie
of last week. :

relay of the description of the Dritigh
v. Wanganui football match at Wanga-
nui.  Crowds assembled around the
radio dealers’ doorways to listen to the
description of the game from the loud-
speakers. It was a splendid advertise-
ment for Rughy and for radio.
TO counteract the pessimistic spirit
rite in Australia, the Australian
Broadeasting Company has arranged
for gloom-lifting talls to be broadcast
from their statioms. Gloom ig infeci-
ous, and many peecple become unneces
sarily obsessed with fears for the fu-
ture, & state of mind which is bad for
trade in general. '

VIS[TORS to Wellington frequently

eall in to inspect the studios of
2YA, Mr. J. Davies, the station diree-
tor, and members of his staff greet

ciousness of the premises and the ‘an-
tistic. furnishings.

N -unusual item was contributed

during the children’s session at
2¥A, Wellington, on. Thursday evening,
May 22, when a young lady about 16
years of age performed a Lancasghire
clog dance before the microphone. A
small boarded “floor” was placed aboui
five feet from the microphone which
was about five feet above the foor.
The “cousin’s” smart stepping was
heard clearly over the air. The wrifer
has only once previcusly heard a clog-

dance broadecast, and on that occasion\)

i

it was from a Sydney station.

]:]‘ADING is a natural phenomenon

which radio scientists have so far
not been able to overcome, Any sta-
tion at a distance of over a hundred
miles is liable to fade at night-time.
This fading does not occur during day-
light, and therefore Wellington listen-
ers find receptior of 8YA, Christchureh,
just about perfect during the after-
noons. Wednesday night, May 22, was
somewhat freakish so far as reception
in Wellington of 8YA was concernesl.
The Christchurch station eame in with
tremendous volume, almost without the
slightest trace of f£ading. A <cold
southerly was raging with heavy
showers.

ON'D worry your brains about try-
~ ing to invent something new in
wireless,” was the advice given by Mu.

. B. T, Tisk, managing director of Amal-

gamated Wireless (Australasia) Ltd,
in Melbourne, when presenting the
prizes to the successful boy erystal set-
builders in the competition recently
conducted. “Rather try to improve ex-
isting crystal receivers,” he continued,
“Try to make them more selective with-
out the sacrifice of volume.”

HERE’S fun! TIn the past any iisten-
er who chose to vent his dis-

| approval of a broadcasting item or of

a whole broadecast programme, has
been free to write to the Press or the
broadecasting companies, or to tell his
friends and to have it all hig own way.
The Sydney office 0 the Australian
Broadeasting Company has now insti-
tuted a counter-attack, and on Wednes-
day evenings Mr. Frank Hanson has 2
few minutes from 2FC to reply to criti-

_the studio or through the newspaper‘!‘&t
Mr, Hangon finds that for every listem-

cism that has been received either aﬁ'

. or who complainsg that there is too muel

jazz, be ean quote another who thinks
there is not enough, and the person
who wants more (or less) eclassical
music is about balanced by the one
who wants just the opposite. He has
pointed out these things to listeners,
and the session is certainly interesting.

HEN the chief Commonwealth
radio. inspector refurned to Mel-
bourne recently from his visit to Rock-
hampton, Queensland, it was announc-
ed that the new station for Rockhamp-
. ton would probably be in working order
in six months’ time. Preparations are
steadily progressing, and Christmas
will see it on the air. This is one of
the new gtations Mr. Keith Thow, of
Wellington, has gone to Australig to
install. As it will have an aerial
power of 2000 watts, it should be heard
by many New Zealanders,

“callerg - cofdiélly, and- :show them f“
around. Listeners from distant placey ;
always express surprise at the gpas’
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