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. THE reoeut estabhshment of a’
; regular  wireless telephone -
‘service hetween England and
Australia is an event of extra-
ordinary interest and import-
ance,  for : it "is _row evident’
that present methods of communi-
.cation will undergo a revolution- .
ary change when people are able .
- to talk to one another from the -
. remotest places on the .earth as
sily 'as i they were together.
d this is what. this most recent
achwvement implies.: Of even -
«greater ‘significance to New. Zea-
landers is ‘the announcement just
made_ by Sir. Joseph Ward that
uegotmtmns are almost completed
for the introduction’ of a similar
radio - talephone service bebween
Wellington ' and ' Sydney, - Thus, *
X New Zealand will form one: more:
link' in the. ever-growing. mtor—
national radio telephony communi-
_cation chain that must eventually
embrace every - country - of - im- ,
. portance in the world. .

WLt

T 7 p.i. o April 80 there took
! place a: ceremony  which,
K| though of only fifteen min-
! utes’ duration, will be record-
™ ed as one of the most import-
5K | ant events In 'the history of
1" international - copamunication.
AW =4<" The " ceremony was that of

\‘(\the inanguration - of the - new  radio
telephone service between ‘England and
Australia, and though the two princi-
pals taking part were separated. by
almost half the globe, yet each chatted
to the other with as perfect an under-
standing as if both were in the same
Toom.

The Geremony. ‘
THE Australian sgide of the broadcast

took place at Canberra, the Fed- -

eral capital, and from thence was trans-

mitted by land-line to.the high-powered

short-wave station 2ME, owned and
operated by Amalgamated Wireless

‘(Australasia), Lid. - The signals were

ultimately broadcast.by this station, to

be, picked up-on the other side.of the
work by the English station at Rugby.
As the pre-srranged hour for the
event approached repeated tests were
magde at both ends to ensure that there
wgild be no hitch ih the proceedings.
¢ ctually at 7 p.m. (N.Z. time), Mr.
" Seullin, -Prime Minister of Australia,
speaking. from Canberra, called Mr.
MacDonald, England’s Prime Minister.
Promptly and clearly from the other
side of the earth came the reply, “Yes,
Mr. Scullin. How are you?’ The en.
tire broadcast was indeed uncanny,

Speaking with considerable feeling
and sincerity, Mr. MacDonald delivered
a short but intensely mteresting ad-
dress, mentioning many matters of mu-
tual interests te both countries. He
paid a fribute to the engineers respons-
ible for making the spoken word pos-
sible between Great Britain and Aus.
tralia, and said their achievement
would ‘be the means of knitting more
clogely togethér the two countries,

He discussed in the clearest tones
Australia’s financial diffieulties and ex-
tended sympathy to Mr, Scullin in hig
efforts to right the ship of State, ye.
forred b0 the arrival of the Australian

‘and. “An revoir,” to which Mr.
Donald replied quite .plainly:
voir,‘my deds Mr. Scullin,”

‘Scullin retorted :
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cricketers, and brxeﬂy surveyed the
Naval Conference, and exclaimed  in
happy vein: “What. an:age’ . we are liv-
ing in!- What would .our grandfathers
have to say about it?’ He closed with
cordial ‘greetings to Mr, Sculin and
the Australian people.

+ Mr. ‘Scullin’s -reply. refelréd to hig-
meeting with Mr. MacDonald twenty-

four years ago, his task of straighten-

.ing out the adverse trade balance, the

Naval Conference, and .the destination
of 'the crickef “ashes,” adding, faceti-
ously, ‘“There will 'be ne¢’ eémbargo in
this country on..the impeortation of
ashes.” Then foIlowed -hig. greetings
Mac-
“Au re-

_The entire ceremony, * which was
startlingly faultless, was rebroadcast
throughout. England and Australia, and

created a profound . impression upon

those who realised the immense 1mp01t-
ance - of: the newly—estabhshed servme

At the. Other End
RECEPTIGN in London’ was almost
perfect; according to reports since

received.. 'There was not the remotest

-suggestion of atmospherics, though oc-

casmnally slight grading was apparent.

. Great Interest was manifested in
Mr. MacDonald's disclosure .that it -
* was hoped that shortly Australia
would be connected with the greater
part of Kurope and the whole of
North Ameriea, via Londo

Listeners were also gheatly delighted
at Mr. MacDonald's “By the by, thig
aghes business.” Mr. Scullin’s voice
carried so perfectly that My, MacDon-
ald said in closing: “You.seem just
to have--been in the next room.” Mr.
“The same with you.”
Finally there was Mr. MacDonald’s “Au
revoir till September. All best things
attend you. Ta-ta.”

Photograpbs of the historic scene
were then takem, after which Mr. Mac-
Donald went to the journalists’ room
bubbling over with enthusxasm - He
said:

*“You know I had not heard Mr

Scullin since 1006, but I recogmsed

his voice at the first word,”

A further coupversation between Mr,
Lloyd George and Mr. Hughes was then
received with equal clarity.

_ Reception in New Zealand.
ISTENERS throughout’ New Zea~
land had very. little difficulty in

tuning in either the rebroadcast of the
proceedings or to the actual short-wave
transmission. The ease ‘with which
the conversition was maintained was
amazing, even in these days of revolu-
tionary happenings. :

Mr. R. Leslie Jones, of Wellington.
writes :—

M“After many months of short~wave

“testing’ betwem VK 2ME- (8pdney): and

the London -short-wave statioms, par-
ticularly GBX, the commercial wireless

*phone service was officially opened last "'

Wednesday, April 30.

“Various officials had taken the op-
portunity of conversing between Aus-
tralia and London during the days pre-
ceeding the official opeuving, and much
of interest was heard by short-wave
listeners. Indeed, during the several
months’ testing, a feast of interesting
information hag been available to short-
wave listepers. 'The . most popular
period of listening-in is just about the
evening meal hour periqd onwards for
a couple of hours. VK 2ME (Amalga-
mated Wireless, Australasia, Ltd.)
manufacturers of the apparatus used
at the Australian end, transmitted dur-
ing the tests principally on 28,5 metres,
this being the wave length used for
the commercial service. Tests were also
carried out on'15 metres; and the tests
were in penods Slmilarly, the com-
mercial service. will be conducted in
periods, no doubt, for the time being.

“After Mi. MacDonald and Mr. Scul-
Hn-had finished their talk, ‘Mr. Lloyd
George and Mr. Hughes maintained a
conversation for a few minutes, The
strength of signal from VK 2MH was
wonderful ; in fact, seldom, if ever, has
the volumc and clarity -been as good.
Considering the fact that speech was
from' Canberra via Sydney, it was all
the more marvellous, During the pre-
liminary tests, just before 7 p.m., Lon-
don was almost perfect; but it was
necessary to alter the tuning a little
when - chahging from 2ME to London;
some atmospherics were noticeable en
Loundon’s ‘wave length.”

The New Service.
AS was the case in the radio tele-
phone service between England and
America, detailed experimenting and

endless testing were maintained over a |

period of iwelve months or more be-
fore the service was announced.” - In
the case of the recently-maugurated
service, however, the engineers of
Amalgamated Wireless (Aunstralasia),
Ltd., were some time ago perfectly
satxsﬁed with the efficient system they
had evolved. 'The commercial side of
the question, however, presented numer-
ous difficulties which took some time
to overcome,

Condu:ions in the case of a cable
service are econstant, but with long-
distance radio telephony considerable
variation in the efficiency of transmis-
gion and reception is experienced, not
only in the hours of the day and night,
but in the seasons of the year also.
Thus it can be easily seen that it is
eminently desirable to collect the
necessary transmission data before a

regular service is broughtf into opera-

tion.

That the establishment of the ser-
vice has filled 2 long-felt want Is easily
seen by the heaviness of the trafii¢
slready encountered by the meswice.

Two nights after lts inaugurition
there were twenty-fotr  calls &t £6

‘each, put through during one  night,

while the maximum number of calls .
were already booked for the following
night, The charge made for calls iz &t
the rate of £2 per minute, with a mim-
mum , of three minutes. '

It is reported that apphcatmn for
calls- at- the London end are equ: 1hy
satlsfactory

g Radlo Yo Cable.

HE advantages of eommunicafion
" by radio rather than .by eable,
though at first’ not dpparent, yet nev-
ertheless are almost. overwhelming.-
Only one 1mportant disadvantage ex-
1sts, and that is the lack of secrecy
in radic ‘mesgages. However, it is be-
lieved . that it will ultimately ‘be pos-
sible to make such messages meaning-
less to- everyoue ‘but the intended: re-
cipient—in fact, the radio service
across the Atlantie -hag been made
practically so.

No . doubt. -the. Sydney—London ser-
vice will improve in.time in this par- .
ticular.

The desxrahxhty of usihg ra(ho tele-
phony in business matters is appar~
ent. Xt might take half a day to settle
an important business ‘deal oyer the
cable, which necessitates pOSmbly sev-
eral gquestion§ and answers to.arrive at
finality, vwhereas with radio telephony
points are cleared up as the conversa-
tion proceeds, and finality .may; * be
reached . in- five. minufes or . less. The
added advantage of personal contact
(Goncluded .on page 9)

Mr. E. T. Fisk,
. Managing Director of
Amalgamated  Wireless of
Australasia Ltd,,

whose foresight and' .energy,
coupled with detailed mechanical
knowledge, was responsible for
one of the great wireless feats of
the age. In opening the service
Mr. Fisk has done much to com~
~pletely break down the isclation
of Australia and. New Zealand
" from the Old World.




