 Optimum Use of Reserves

THE Auckland Electric ‘Power Board, in
"~ addition to having financed its magnificent

new building in Queen Street out of reserve

funds, finds itself with a matber of £30,000 in
_hand, which it proposes to devote to the re-
duction of rates to consumers. As = contem--
porary remarks, spread over a large area the
gum ‘may not amount to much in the case of
‘each individual consumer, but it is a decided

step in the right direction, that is, the popu-

larisation and inexpensive supply of electrie-
ity. Both the achievement and the decision
to apply the surplus in this manner Treflects
great credit on the Auckland Power: Board
and its management. '

The Function of Power
Boards |

'A N example of how two “good men and

true” can look at the same situation from .

an entirely different standpoint was evinced
at a recent meeting of an up-couniry Power
Board. a
A member who was professedly anxious to
gerve the interests of the community and the
ratepayers of the district, expressed the view
that the Power Board, unlike local bodies,
should aim at being a profit-earning concern.
With this view the chairman disagreed, con-
tending that ‘any revenue over and above
expenditure should be returned to the con-
sumers by reducing charges for electricity.
We are entirely in.agreement with the chair-
man on this point, since any profits accruing .
to a power board can be derived from only
two - sources, Vviz.,, from the pockets of the
consumers or by undue exploitation of em-
 ployees. In connection with the latter source,
it' should be stated once and for all, that
power board employees are entitled to exactly
the same remuneration for their services, no
more and no less, as such services are worth
to any private employer or trading company,
and since power beoards work on capital ad-
vanced by the Government (ultimately pay-
able by the publie itself) and upon revenue
received from consumers, it is obvious that
any excess of revenue over expenditure should
be devoted to the same purpose, that is, of
enabling as many as possible to enjoy the
‘benefits of electricity as cheaply as possible.
- The case is not analogous with that of a
muniecipality, providing more than one public
service to its ratepayers, when it is sometimes
advisable that the profits of one undertaking
should wholly, or in part, be devoied to the

support or building-up of another, in the in- -

tevestis of the community. T
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- Prize Poem Competition

THE prize of half a guinea this week is
awarded to “Betty K.” for an appealing
“Rrigment.” This writer has sent further
contributions of freshness. and high hope, sug-
gesting the quick impulses and wide-open eyes
of  youth, Selected for commendation are
“Sardonyx’s” poem of “Yesterday,” this being
somewhat slight in verbal texture to be =z
. prize-taker; and “Night Magic,” joyous lines
anent Harlequin and Columbine, by *“Oh,
Mack,” which just fail to reach the winning
standard.

J.V.W. makes unsuccessfull attempt at poetic
. phrasing of Maori legend. - We like better
“The Nest,” which tunefully regrets man’s
inhumanity to busy birds, toilsomely build-
jng, with stick and straw, these poor little
.homes so quickly demolished by gsome
“myuddied oaf” out birdnesting, . . .
" M.B. (Qisborne): “Thistledown” is a preity
serap; but the second poem bewilders by its
insistent reiteration of scarlet, while “And
your admiration it earns” is a line entirely
unflushed by the poetic Muse. -
~Hibiscus,” we judge,is a tyro in the srt of the
written word, but rushes in with astounding
‘audacity where literary lions have gone
before.  Let her read, mark, learn, and
digest their work,

- A Fragment

" Rilently, night that I love, you creep acrods
the hills,
And westwaerd drive the dying ghosts of
. light. ’
Your hodt of shadows circles yow eround;
T soft spills
The dew of silence through the scented night;
And gyet mysterions music flls the air, -
Faint whisperings of sound are everywhere.

Tenderly, with & low. mtm Ma quaint quiet

©roon,
The west wind stoops 10 kiss the upturned
flowers,
Then wanders onward, wistfully, alone. The
MOOR,

A gay gold crescent, dances with the hours,
The happy hours, star-spangled, kissed with dew;
' Be_lov)ed ‘hours of wight, I love you io0. -

Beldved.l "Tis o word made -purposely for you

. . Who wait me in this fair retreat of fowers;
For you, whose face 48 fashion’d out of dreams!
I knew . .
That I should find you kere . . . Like April's
. showers . - .
Is the faint fragrance of your kair . . . Hach tree
" And flower leams near to hear . . . )
Fach star stoops low to seel '

. F‘ “Beuy K‘” a

-'Fﬁday,“May 9,3"1-930.;’;

A Vigorous Personality
HE success of the great forward movement

" in the cause of electricity that has heen so
effective throughout Great Britain owes much

" to the energies.and personality of Sir Harry |
‘Haward, who retired * from - actual office as
‘Eleetricity - Commissioner at the-end . -of last

Mareh, on completion of his extended term of
office. . L

With the approval of the Minister of Trans-
port, very wisely, arrangements have been
made to retain Sir Harry Haward’s service in

AT
The ’Que;t‘ A

I wandered east, I wandered west,
In search of one I’d love the best.
I wandered far through fleld and town,
Through eoity streets, through ocounlry

© brown, ) e
I wandered south, I wandered north, »
Wondering when Love would come forth
To meet.me, Then, one morn, I guessed
e o » And ended was my foolish gquest,.

I hastened home, for now I knew
That all the time Love was . ., just You.!

. ‘ » “Betty K
llllIllllllllllll!llllllIlllllllllllllllllllllilllll

a consultative capacity. Sir Harry, who is
now 67 years of age, was one of the original
five electricity commissioners appointéd in
%g%g under the Rleetricity (Supply) Act,
Prior to that appointment he held the office
of Comptroller of the London County-Couneil
for 26 yesars, during which time he was active-
ly engaged in the investigation of various
aspects of the finances of ‘the public utility u'n-‘
dertakings of London, including those relating
to electricity supply and financial groblems
connected with, the supply of elect&ty' in y
the London area. He received.the hefour of
Knighthood in 1917. S o y .

A Presentation Lamp-post |
HO Eknows that Wellington has;a,p‘res_entaf;

tion lamp-post? ~Such a thing does exist,
and stands at the Union Bank  of :Australia
corner, and bearg ‘the following inseription:
“Pregented by Samuel Brown, Mayor, in com-
memoration of the lighting of the city by.elec-

" trieity, 18887 .

The -actugl lighting of the city by: the new

‘power did not take place until 1889, being ear-

ried out by the Gulcher Company, which used
water power at first, andafterward stegai:
It was not until 1907 that the city acquired/the
electric light and .power plant from the Welling-

" ton Light and Power Company, since when the

plant has been.wholly replaced. :Now the bulk
of Wellington’s power, is- derlved from the

_ Government’s hydro-ele¢tric plant at Mangahaoe,



