. American-English language.
are, besides innumerable disciples of |

L
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Friday, May 2, 1930. .
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{ABLES recently anjiounced . that
Marconi spoke from his yacht
Hiettra ianeﬁoa harbour to the people
of Australia. It appears that his gpeech
was rebroadeast by 2BL, Sydney, the
Fastern Australian time belng 4.30
poi. There was an entire absence of
static, and Marconl’s voide was heard
with perféct clarity. - . .

P

. W
HOMAS I, DILL; - United States

- 77 Senator for the State of Washing-
ton, hag stated in anp srticle in

the
Ameriean Press that “radio will do
more than anytiing. else to give us u
world language, and.. it will be the
“Thera

Hsperanto and followers of other *“in-
ternaticnal langudges” who are in-
¢creasivig in numbers yearly, bat many

© public men believé that Bnglish will

be the ultiimste universal language.
o S % *

HAT shortwave. reception from

TFingland is still by no 1maeans re

-liable was evidenved by the ineffectual

attempts in Welllngton -to. »pick up

B8W, Chelibsford, Jingland, - for  the .

purpose of re-broadeasting, . by 2YA,
the description- of.. the Oxford-Cam-
bridge boat rice. Obscure influences
oceur at fime; hich weaken lohg-

distance..feception, and thig is. where

thete. is abundant-scone for future in-
vestigation by scientists who are now
probing into.-the mysteries of static,
ete. ' . o
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T the “Oid-Time Night” broadcast

recéntly by 8LO, Melbourne, and
telayed alternately by 2BL  and 2FC,
Sydney; the writer heard a former
Wellington resident, Mr. Syd. Exton,
sing “When You and I Were Young,
Maggie.” " His voice came across very

distinctly, ard it wag not difficult to .
identify the »'sing‘er’. R
! . & .

*
STATIC‘ hag beed rather insistent late-
1y, arnd has somewhat interfered
with reception of the Australian sta-
tions until after 11 p.m. The abnormal
weather mdy have some conmrection
with tliis -overdose of static. When
winter sets in properly there ghould be

4 distinet decrease in atmospherics.
# B &

\ WELLINGTON suburbanite asked
~ “Switch” the other day why re-
ception with his a.c. set is noticeably
‘weaker on some afternoons A volt-
meter test would show that there is a
drop of voltage in his honsehold mains
during’ certain hours. This, at least,
wasg found to be the cause in ope in-
stance. . .

x . x -l

"HE new Canadian broadeasting
" " scheme embodies the erection of

seven stations of 50,000 watts each,
distributed across the Dominion. Be-

fore many months elapse New Zealand

listeners should be able to hear one of
thiese giants on the Pacific side of Can-
ada.

o L ® £ A
‘-‘SWITOH” was much interested in
<% the report, published in last
week's “Record” of the nightly recep-
tion of 2YA, Wellington, far away in
¥aldéz, Alaska, Valdez is exactly 7000
mileg, in a straight line from Welling-
ton. Unless there is a daylight saving

. regulation in Alaska, when it is § p.m.

in Wellington it is 10 p.an. In Alagks.
To give regular loudspeaker reception
at a range of 7000 miles I8 a veritable
triumph for any broadeast station,

the' neighbourhood.
]

AND ELECTRIC HOME JOURNAL

A STEAﬁY &émand for poi‘tab’lé re-

eeiving sets is reported in Welling-
ton. The vogue of the motor-car has
rendered the portable a degirable ac-
cessory. Recently the Wellington
“trade” wag completely sold out of the
120-volt small block “B batteries suit-

Reception Tqblé ”

. FOR.thé; guidance of those who

. - wish to cheeck their recep-
tion of the Australian stations,
“Switch” has. prepareid-the fol.
Iowing table showing the average
relative strengths with which’
he has obfaired reception at 11,30
p.m. during the past weeli:—

2BL, Sydney «..euvven.. 10
2F0C, Sydney .v.ceiceee
© 4QG, Brishatie i.vcicson
3LO, Melbournie ..ea-;..
2UK, Sydney ...icoo0u0e
SDB, Melbourne ....v..e
2GB, Sydney ..esrecca
30UZ, Melbourne ....oene
BAR, MeIhowine ..,..0..
5CL, Agdelaide ........
2HD, Newcastle .......
2KY, Sydney

The above ﬁgui"es.ﬁre the points
assessed, with 10 as the maxi-
mum. - .
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able for portable sets, and customers
have bad to wait for the arrival:of

new stocks. B
x * *

HE new transmitter for 2LO, Lon-
don, located at Brookman’s Park, has
a power of 80,000 watts. Of course, it Is

now difficult to tune out that station”

unless locdated at a considerable dis-
tance from it.- As a necessity many
listeners near London are now employ-
ing wave-traps.
* &

A WELLINGTONIAN who writes
that he hag plenty of space for &
counterpoise “earth,” asks for advice

or this systein, The counterpoise should

be erected about.10 feet from the
ground, and should run exactly under
the aerial for hearly its whole length.
The counterpoise should be ag care-
fully insulated as the aerial, even to
the lead-in tube through the wall of
the house.or the window frame. Tt
will give . greater selectivity, and will
probably cut down interference from
some kinds of electrical leakages tn

R L%
HX Sydney “B” clasg station, 2UW,
which iz only occagionally heard
in Wellington by ownery of the average

v
e

e

A 17C,
lal

multi-valve set, ig about to transniit on’
highér power. A much more eflicient,
aerial system has also been installed,!
s0 reports of reception in Wellington:
ghould be numerous shortly.
L] £ . =

THE Australian Commonwealth Gov-.
ernment, in adopting drastie meas-

: ures to combat the inequality between

imports and exports, has now totally
prohibited the importation of radio re-
cefving gets, assembled or even partly
assembled. This has created a tremen-
dous stir in  the - Australian radio
“trade,” although lately fully 80 per
cent. of the sets marketed in Australia
have been manufactured in the Com-’
monwealtth. It is said, however, that

‘those who have been relying on im-
ported sets are arranging to have their -

sets made in Australia, A hint has
been published that the Radio Corpora-

tion of America will now establish a

factory im Australia.
"~ »* K. .

NE wonders whether anyone in New
Zealand ‘can beat this for a record.
Recently Mr. Robert Hillas, who is
more than a hondred years old, assist-
ed at one of the children’s sessions at
4QG, Brisbane, recently. The o0ld: gen-

tleman told stories of the bushranging

-

days in Australia. 1 ) :
1 Y

ENTION was made in the cables

recently - that the British Gov-
ernment proposed to submit ‘to the
Imperial Conference a plan for a short-
wave Impire broadcast station to take
the place of 58W, Chelmsford, so that
good reception could be obtained in all
the British Dominions., The station
would, therefore, be much more power-
ful than 58W in order to give a reli-
able service. The proposal is that the
Dominions be asked to contribute to
the cost of erecting the new station, It
would not be out of place for the vari-
ous radio societies and clubs through-
out New Zealand to pass a motion com-
mending the scheme, such resolution to
be forwardid to the Prime Minister.

% s

BRITISH short-wave broadcast

station which would afford a reli-
able service for New Zealand would be
a veritable boon for the people of the
Dominion. Reeception would be quite
gultable for relaying by the “YA” sta-
tions, so that every listener in this
country would be served. The “silken
bonds” of the Empire would undoubt-
edly be strengthened by such a  ser-
vice. It is to be hoped that New Zea-~
land’s representative at the Imperial
Conference :vill_ support the plan,

% 3

TH_IU Home papers are publighing
- timely warnings to owners of a.c.
sets not to touch the inside parts when

4

- made a surprising &
- dirt and fluff was lodged between the

. jAL?{s

 the cirent is switched on. Al up-to-
- date :.c. sets have the internal metal-

work “earthed,” but there is always

" sgme- risk of an electric. shock if one

tinkers ‘with an a.c. set, when the cur-
rent is passing through- it. Even when.
the valves are switched off the current
is still in the circuit’ unless the switch'
on the wall is turned off, : .

# % \*

A'GRAOKLING in a loudspeaker may

be due to a most unthought of -
cause. A Wellington service man re- .
gently struck what appeared at flxst
to be a most difficuit case, but on in-

vestigating the loudspeaker circuit he
discovery. - Some -

loudspeaker plug and the jack in the
set. As soon as this had been removed
the crackling ceaged., /

' Cw @ ¥ - .
“American  visitor ~ informed
Switch” that very few. erystal
sets are now used in the United States.
A crystal set equal to anything in they-
world for results can be pulchased in.
America for four shillings. Headphones -
are used only with crystal sets, and by
a small proportion of short-wave en-
thusiasts. Prices for ‘“all-electric” sety

range from £14 up to £50.. Cune very
seldom sees a battery-operated set on
sale in the American cities nowadays,
the a.c. set having swept all.
it. ’ .

before
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Are You Satisfied ?
Choose a British Battery to give wyou
complete satisfaction: Siemens Bat-
teries ensure perfect reception, giving

you an evenness and clarity of tone
~ that no.other will do.

45-VOLT STANDARD
B BATTERIES
Are All-British
“A Necessary Adjunct to Good Radio.”

From all Dealers, or Sole N.Z.
Distributors:

Cory-Wright & Salmon
P.O. Box 1230, P.O. Box 1650,
WELLINGTON. AUCKLAND.



