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Power Interference
(Continued from page 1.)

not flattened and is left projecting.
There is often a discharge from this
point, which is quite capable of causing
interference.
The P.. and:'T. Department’s View.

"THE problem according to the chief
engineer of the Post and Tele
graph Department is the inevitable‘result of the rapid growth in the
"number of radio sets, hence the appar+
ent sudden acuteness of the problem,
When the districts were reticulated
for electricity they were done so froma point of view of public safety a
efficiency.
There was no thought of radio.
interference, and now the complete
elimination of tramway and power
interference would involve the re-
placement of thousands of poundsworth of equipment. In time this
replacement will be effected, but the
present
equipment cannot "be sacri-

ced.
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In America power interference as-
sumes a different complexion from
what it does in New Zealand, due
no doubt to two factors-the greater
development of rudio and the fact that
electricity is suppliéd by power com-
panies as different from State and
‘Power Board control. Competition is
rife, and frequently power lines are
duplicated, with the result that small
factors (from the electrical. point of
view) are often deciding. It has
meant. the development of special or-
ganisations’ by Power Supply Com-
panies for dealing with radio interfer-
ence and thus retaining the goodwillof customers.
The specific difficulty in the Hutt
Valley is due to a fault that. seems ‘to be difficult to eradicate, It appearsthat it might be the result.of poten-tial difference between line ani other
earth-connected bodies settiug up
oscillations: This .would indicate
that a possible solution might be
found in’ replacing the insulators by

others of a specialised design-a,
formidable task involving consider-able outlay.
Although these difficulties seem col"
siderable, much has been and is being
done to at least lessen the interference.
Hvery complaint received is attended
to. In some. instances the trouble is
known to. the Department, who are
already working on it. Listeners can
do a great deal to help the Department
and the. power, boards by observing for
themselves, In many cases a troublewill suddenly develop and the listener
can locate it.by examing the power —

lines in his vicinity. Frequently the
street lamp will develop a fault that
makes itself ‘evident by. intermittentlighting or'a spark that may be seen
from the ground, a switch or fuse or
a transformer will break down and
likewise may.cause a spark or siz#ling
noise. By noting thesé. defects land
communicating with the power bo@ds
the trouble can soon be dealt with.Where the troubleis not apparent
the correct’ person to make applica-
tion to is the district radio inspector.
Because a:transformer’ is nearby,
many are inclined to blame it for the
noise, but only in the cases already
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cited does trouble arise from this
source. Sometimes, owing to its #eld
of supply and the network of

Whradiating from it, a transformer #ill
introduce a trouble to an area that is
some distance from the source of the
trouble. This makes efforts at
definitely locating the trouble diffi-
cult. There is no wonderful instru-
mént that can track down a fault
mérely by putting it "on the scent."
The only method apart from actual
observation is by means of a portableset with a loop antenna. The area of
greatest intensity can be obtained and
then the directional properties of the
loop give some. indication of the actual
source. The difficulty is considerable
when the loop indicates that the

inter!ference is of an intermittent: character
and is coming from one of the many
poles, each with, say, twénty-four
insulators and nothing can be seen,
(Continued on page 32.)

Let Us All Look Ahead!

—

Listeners who have looked through this week's programme
(and who among us resists. the temptation to’ lookahead!) will
affect lively interest in the material allotted for Thursday evening
at 2YA, | .
It is to be a Shakespearean session-notations in song and

dialogue from the work of one who has built a standard of literature
| that is at once uneclipsed and a fount of constant delight.
Contributing artists from the Wellington Dickens-Shakespeare

Society will be supported by the Orchestrina, a. combination which
should ensure an evening of rich entertainment,
There aré several singers. Mr. CharlesWilkie (baritone) will

sing "Blow, Blow, Thou Wintry Wind,’ Miss Jean Alexander is to
contribute the mezzo excerpt "When Daisies Pied and Violets Blue,"
Mrs. R. W. Alexander, soprano, will.sing, "Oh, Bid Your Faithful
Ariel
Fly,"’ aswellas collaborate with Miss Alexander in duet com-
ers. Le, .

;

There are a number of equally attractive items-instrumental,
elocutionary and lecturette-but their very number prevents in-
dividual mention.

|

In. fine, then, we must look to our tuning dials on Thursday,
April 24.
OUTLETTRCETAUTEQELUETARLOLECTAVURETETRDUECOREUTEL EUERCOSCREUEEUMETORTOTOCEUCE HACC RaReSETecureccaecececceece


