Friday, March 28, 1930.

C a Mr, Parkerson proposed to -ﬁy‘

from England, via Australia, to -

Auckland, No doubt the Common-
wealth ‘authorities would require the
carrying of a radio operator for the
flight across the Tasman. If this last
stage of the voyage is attempted adio
listeners can look forward to snother
attractive broadeast by the “YA” sta-

tions
A RATMHER dramatic episode ooccurr-
ed at station 2F(C, Sydney, on
Thursday night, March 21. “Switch”
was listening to a lecture on the early
days on the McArthur River, Northern
Augtralia, by “Bringa,” a noted au-
. thority on the Australian aberiginals,
when suddenly the speaker stopped. -
There was a pause for a couple of
minutes, and then the announcer apolo--
gised, explaining that “Bringa” had
“been taken suddenly ill, and wonld
have to continme his address on an-
" other occasion, A quarter of an hour
. ‘later the announcer stated that “Brip-~'
ga” had recovered, and had left the
- studio, . '

A WELLINGTON listener, who re-
sides in Brougham Street, inform-
ed the wrifer last week that three dif-
- ferent receiving sets had been operat-
ed without mutual interference while
- simultaneously attached to the same
aerial, Oue set, for short-wave work,
was operated by his son; a second set
- (multivalve) brought in outside sta-
. tions, and the third, 2 crystal, was
_tuned to 2YA, Wellington, Music from
.all three sets was heard simultaneous-
ly.. He stated that it is a frequent
-experience for his son to be ligtening
in to a foreign station on his three-
valve short-wave set while the father
is being entertained by one of the
“YA? gtations, the two sets being con-
nected to the same aerial.

SUGGESS does not always attend

the simultaneous operation of two
or three receiving sets attached to the
same aerial. The writer remembers
two listeners working individual sets
simultaneously off fhe ome aerial, and
.one listener found that the reception
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from Australia was-greatly weakened
when the other was listening to 2YA,
Wellingten, with his crystal set. In
this case, however, the leads-in were
at opposite ends of the aerial, -

THE laughter of the children in the

Dunedin Town Hall while Rear-
Admiral Byrd was delivering his ad-
dress was due to the anties of his dog
“Igloo.”” 'The merriment of the chil-
dren was heard all over New Zealand,
and the barking of the dog, when the
juveniles applanded, was also clearly
audible above the tumult..

THE Melbourne radio trade is about

to hold amother radio exhibition.
A temporary 50-watt publie address
system is to be fitted up at the exhibi-
tion, and an amateur radio announcers’
competition is to be held in punblie.
¥ive of the most successful competitors
are to be selected by the judges, and
each will receive a prize of one guinea.

THE New Zealand “YA” stations have

been coming in splendidly since
the middle off March. 1YA, Auckland,
iy now rivalling 3Y4A, Christchurch,
both in volume and tone., The New
Plymouth station is available with fair
loudspeaker ~volume at night-time,
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when it i on the air. 4YA, Dunedin,
has superb tone, and seldom distorts.

“SWITGH” was listening the ether
night when 4ZP, Invercargill,
was festing with 2ZM, Gisborne, and

the former station was badly blurred.

Nevertheless the Gisborne statlons .re-
ceived Invercargill quite clearly, ac-
cording to his statements. This was
a peculiar problem which the writer
sought to golve. When Invercargill
closed down a miwor Australian station
was found nearly on the same wave-
length. Apparently Invercargill and
the Australian had been clashing, and
as the latter was not heard in Gisborne,
Invercargill, came in clearly up there.

STA'I.‘ION 2HD, Newcastle, which the
writer tunes in nearly every night,
has only a temporary transmitter, Ac-

Reception Table

FOR the guidanee of those who
wish to checl their reception of
the Australian stations, “Switeh”
will prepare from time to time a
table showing the relative
strengths he is receiving these
stations. Although 2 powerful
seb is wused to compile these
figures, they can be taken as a
general indication of how the
Australians are being received in
the Wellington distriet. Making
observations at 11,20 p.m.
“Switch” places the strengths
this weelt as follows, 10 points
denoting the maxmium.

2BL: Sydney ..cocoscess

3LG Melbourne sccoscssa
2FC Sydney ...ocoevosas
4QG Brishbane ....sccoso
2UE Sydney ...cecoseoe
3DB Melbourne ...oussec-.
3AR Melbouwrne ocecoosea
3UZ Melbourne & fo
5CL Adelaide .....q00..
2HD Newecasile .....

Minor statiops unidentified at 2.
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cording to the lafesi news the new
Newcastle station should be opened in
May, and as there is a population of
about 880,000 within a 50 miles radius,
there will be an excellent field to draw
upon if the coal mines are working
once more. The Newecastle district is

notoriously bad for reception of the F

Sydney stations, but 2Il the troubles of
fading and distortion with which the
Sydney programmes are plagued will
not be felt when the relay station is
installed. The new station will have
the choice of both 2FC and 2BL for
the local service, and a land line will

be kept exclusively for
connections, It i8 believed by the

A.B.C. management that 10,000 new )

licenses will be taken out by vesidents
of the area served in the first twelve
months.

THEERE is widespread surprise and
regret among listeners, especially
those who are incapacitated in soldiers’

and public hospitals, at the aititude
adopted by the Wellington Rughy

" Union towards the broadcasting of de-

geriptions of local football . matches,
Backblocks listeners who are unable
to attend the matchey are also pro-
testing against the small-mindedness of
some of the delegates of the Welling-'-,
ton Rugby Union. The union's fin. '! )
ances are prospering and there is no Y
proof whatever of the attendances at
Athletic Park being adversely affected
by the broadecasting. On the other
hand, figures for the past season show
an opposite result, ¢

O the great body of lsteners the
petty attitude of the Wellington
Rughy Union towards broadeasting is
a reflection on the sportsmanship of
the members of that body. Yu Australia,
always noted for the land of true
sportsmanship, there are no restric-
tions on the broadcasting of football
matches, and, indeed, New Zealand has
every reason to be grateful to the-
Australian union for enabling ligtenerg
in the Dominion to hear the descrip-~
tiong of the All Black games in Syd-
ney sent across the Tasman by 2ME,
Sydney, last winter.

F course there are ways of defeat-
ing sports bodies who are churls

ish enough to prohibit broadeasting.
In Australia there is no prohibition
of the broadcasting of horse races, but
sometimes owing to the noise and
shouts of onlookers it is more desir-
able to have the microphone outside
the grounds. Station 2UE, Sydney,
has & microphone stand erected in
University Street, outside the Rosebery
racecourse, Sydney, and the announcer

iz able to describe the racing without

entering the grounds. :

AI\IERICAN exchanges report that

some hundreds of thousands of
listeners in the United - States arose
very early in the morning to lsten to
King George’s speech at the London
Naval Conference, which was rebroad-\
cast by 2YA, Wellington. The United
States and Canadian broadcast netwy
works picked up reception from 58W,
Chelmsford,- England. It commenced
at 3 a.m. Pacific coast time, 4 a.m, mid-
western time, 5 a.m. central time, and
6 a.m. eastern standard time. The New
York “Radio World” says: “In this
country listeners are used to the most
florid and grandiose introductions of
nobodies, and to think that the king
of the greatest kingdom on earth
should take the air without so much
ag a how-do-you-do nearly took the
breath away from those who were not
asleep.”

AR away in Western Australia the

recent tests between 2YA, Wel-
lington, 2ME, Sydney, and 2XAF,
Schenectady, have been heard. A. cor-
respondent signing himself “S.P.P.”
Albany, Western Australia, reports re-
ception of the three stations in the
Melbourne “Listener-In* of March 5.

broadcasting o



