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 Friday, March 21, 1930.

And All the @orld

zero hour on Wednesday Tast was staged the -most remarkable broa(least thaf; has been enacted in the annals
-Six. stations, the most distant. separated by 10,000 miles, talking to one another as though econ-

AT

of radio.

’ "fondered

‘nected by a telephone line, fiiends who had been separated for fifteen: oonths ehatting from continent to eontinent -
and exchanging. pleasantries, bore striking testimony: to. the efficiency of radie broadcasting. Two days previcusly
‘o small hand of explorers who had participated in -the most unusual expedition of the age, had made their ap-

pearance: in our southern eity.
prolonged exploration,

welcomed them.

They had come from the vast snowy wastes that had, up Gll their advent defied =~ = - . .
New Zealand welcomed theui-—through her radie Australia and their homeland; Ameries, . -+ ..
Never has. there been accorded anyone stch a weleome-—probably not agam for many years will

.sueh:an event take place. It was wonderful—an awe-inspiring night tliat will lwe for ever in the memory of that
vast sudience of all nations and creeds. - . }

W ZEALAND listeners will
i never forget the thrilling
- moments of last Week _Thosge
who heard the, two-w.ay con-
- yersdtions between Dunedin
and New York will remembe;
i the occasion and prize it a8
one of their most valued experiences.
The occasion of Rear-Admiral Byrd
speaking to New York on’ his féturn
from the Antarctic had a dusl sig-
nificance which will never happen
again, and it completed in the mest
dramatic manner possible the im-
portant part which radio has played
in the Antarctie expedition. =

‘The speeches which were made in
Dunedin and relnyed to Wellington
Were rebroadeast throughout Austra-
lxa, America, Canada, England. and
even in Germany. It was truly a
most remarkable achievement,
number of people who listened in
can be eounted only in millions.,

Apart from the interest attached to
Rear-Admiral Byrd’s share “in the
proceedings, the importance of the
‘event, so far as it was confined to
connecting Dunedin . with New - York
for duplex radio telephony, Wwas out-
standing. It was, of course, the
presence of Rear-Admirgl Byrd
which gave inspiration to the project
and made the efforts worth while. The
unlikeliliood of there ever being any
other incentive of a similir nature
makes the one oceasion more mermor-

~able
; - Bixtensiv e Preparations. -

";‘OR weeks . past preparations have
been in progress and tests have
been made in anticipntion of Rear-
Admiral Byrd broadeasting. 'The
problem to be overcome was how to
make connection with New York. The
only wav which appeared to be prac-
ticable was to use the Sydney short-
wave station of Amalgamated Wire-
less {(2ME) to relay 2YA's frans-
mission to | \F, Schenectady. This
plan wag tested out, and then an exten-
sion was made to Dunedin rfequir-
ing the use of 500 miles of telephone
line and submarine cable. 'The whole
_geheme bristled with technieal diffi-
culties, on tep of which were the un-
controlable atmospheric conditions.
Fortunately, at this time of the year,
reception in America is satisfactory.
" though not at its best, the best season

for overseas reception there being now'

on the wane,

‘he heard New York replymg.
itself was wonderful, but that was the

The -

Llsteners who heard the two-wav
conversatmns, although ' for the most
part laymen in all matters pertaining
to radio, could not help but wonder how
it was possﬂ)le for a New Zealand sta-

_tion to broadcast what was being said

in the local studio and what was being
said in America at the same 'time, * The
layman proncunced it all as marvel-
lous and the more he tried- to solve it
all, the more confused he became. He
heard 2YA speakmg to New lork, and.
.That in

simplest of the problems. It was when
he heard the announcer at 2ME, then
8YA and then 4YA all taking a share
in the conversation and all being broad-
cast from the local stations, that the
“plot thickened.”.

It was, of. course, all made possxble
by the-use of relay lines connecting all
the New Zealand stationd. Txcellent

can bring in either station.

3

to 2XA¥F and answer him immediately,
his voice and .the .voice of, the an-
nouncer at 2XAF bemg ‘broadeast and
heard by all New Zealand listeners. )

Such .is the speed of radie waves

that although the voices ‘of the speak-’

ers at 4YA went a round about way
via Wellington- and Sydney to New
York, while the receptiqn from 2XAF
was’ direct, the difference in time was,
of ‘course, lmperceptlhle. .

Recelving Instrument

HE receiver in use at 3YA was 'a

. single control shortwave super-
heterodyne set built specialiy by the
Broadeasting Company s chief  en-
gineer for the purpdse of _shortwave
rebroadcasts. The advantage of  thig
type of receiver is that it can be set
on two stations, marked by two stops
on the dial, so that a single short turn
The cap-

How

Two Confznents and Two Islands
took part in a broaacast that amazed the worla.
Iltustrazmg the vital part ptayed by New Zealana

when

"ADMIRAL
BYRD
spoke to his home
- from
DUNEDIN
 through
WELLINGTON,
SYDNEY
and

NEW YORK

- wag particularly clear.

relay lines had begn made. available to
the Broadcasting Company by the Post
and Telegraph Department and made
possible inter-communication between
the stations., Rach station had its vwn
listening post where the 2XA¥’s trans-
mission was received and relayed to

the studio where it was superimposed,

on what was being broadcast from that
station.

Thus, the announcer at 2YA4, sif.tmg
with headpbone# on, was able to' listen

ﬁbility of the set was demonstrated

by '‘8YA -during the test on Monday .

evemng when ZME and 2XAF were
COHVEISID

By the quick turn of the dial at the
conclusion of the remarks by each
speaker the conversation from both
stations . was. heard.
receiving sets would have had to be
used and the reception By edeh, relay-

ed to the station, snperimposed on.the

broadecast from 3YA,

..Qtherwise, . two .

oo « . Lo 2

Prelimiﬁa,ry Testing. .
TIIE final test before the big night
when’ Rear—Admual Bard was to -

speak took place on Monday and wWas
2YA, 3YA
-and 4YA all took a share in conversing -

encouragingly successful.

with 2XAK and 2MI. Those who spoke
from 3YA were Mr, A, R, Hariis and.
Mr. A. G. Henderson, of the United
Press - Association of New Zealand..
These conversatiouns were broadcast by
all New Zealand stations and whetted
the interest of listeners to hear the'(lo-‘ :
ings of the following evening, . -

As reception was direct and conch-
tions were favourable, the voice of the
American annonncer, Mr. A, B. Hitt, -
When final dr-
rangements were being made, including’
a roll-call of all stations taking part,:
at 12.30 a.m. the following day, Mr.
Hitt stated that a sound film was te
be made and that a copy would. be sene .
to the Broadeastxng Company.

When the Moment Arrwed. ‘

NE can well imagine the tension,
- even of listeners, }
zero-hour, 12.3¢ a.m. on. Wednesday,
March 12, approached. This was evi- .
dent in the emotion betrayed by Mr.

~ Adolph Ochs when he commenced o

speak. realising as he did the part he -
played as one of the prmclpals on an

epoch-marking occasfon. But all ‘soon
quickly settled down and the conversg--

tion was marked by the familmnty -

which exists between friends. © . -

Mr..J. Ball. of 2Y4, was. the first

to speak for New Zealand He- greet-

ed 2ME and then 2XATF.© “I am put-
ting you Fight through to 4YA Dun-
edin,” he added.

Mr. A. B. Hitt (IxAF)
Thank you.

Mr. Ball: We wish you the best ot
luck.

- From 400 miles ftuther south at
Dunedm, the voice of Mr. A. - R. Har-
ris came over the wire,- greetm;,
2K AL

“How are you. 1ece1vmg us to day ”
‘agked My it . v

“Very strongly,” 1ophed AMr. H-urit .

- “Flow -are you receiving us?”

. “Much betfer than yesterday,” canig
the reply from New Yor k..

Mr, Harris said the Bro.ldea%tmg.
Company was very glad to be able
to cosoperitte iu ¢iurrying out a two-way -
conversafion with America and thanks
were due to the Post and Telegraph
Department for the assistance which
hadt -been given in plaeing telephone
lines at the disposal of the company
so that the New Zenland stations

could. be linl..d together and speech . .

relayed from ‘Dunedin ‘to 2YA, Wel-l

a8 the radio -

Al rxght. .



