
From Stage to
Microphone

Effect of the Sound Film

"THE advent of the sound film has
° meant ringing down the curtain
to the stage careers of many enter-
tainers. The musicians were the first
. to fall before the theatrical Robot, but
other performers, even the always
popular vaudeville artists, have now
had to give way.
In New in the Fuller thea-
tres, which for generations. have been
synonymous with vaudeville, pictures
are now installed. One vaudeville com-
pany was disbanded in Christchurch,
and two of the artists, Ron Shand and
Lettie Craydon, who are settling inthat city, will be heard on the air on
Friday, March 14. 1YA_ recently
broadeast two artists from the pro-
fessional ranks, Miss Alice Bennetto
and Mr. Diton Black.
Another party headed by Mr. Lew
James (one of the principals in the
Potash and Perlmutter Company,
which created such a furore when it
toured New Zealand some years ago)
is to appear at 1YA next month. On
April 9, Mr. James will produce the
three-act play "Give and Take," to be
followed on April 12 with a full vaude-ville programme. It can be readily real-
ised that not all stage performers are
suitable for radio broadcasting, andit is gratifying to listeners to observe
that those who are available and
adaptable are being engaged by the
Broadcasting Company.
Another overseas artist scheduled to
perform at the four New Zealand sta-
tions is Miss Edith Harrhy, Welsh
composer, pianiste and singer.
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Rear-Admiral Byrd

Effort to Arrange Broadcasts

R40P10 listeners throughout
New Zealand will be keenly interested in the

return of Rear-Admiral Byrd from Antarctica. He is now en route to
Dunedin and should arrive there next week, Will he be heard on the air?
The Broadcasting Company wrote to him while he was at Little America
inviting him to broadcast, and for some weeks past broadcasts and rebroad-
casts have been carried out between 2YA and 2XAD, Schenectady (New
York), via the short-wave station, 2M, Sydney, to test the possibility of
Rear-Admiral Byrd speaking to the people of America.If this project materialises, Rear-Admiral Byrd’s voice will be relayed
over 500 miles of telephone line and submarine cable from Dunedin to 2YA,
Wellington. The short-wave station, 2MW, Sydney, will pick up and rebroad-
east to 2XAD, Schenectady, whence it will be distributed throughout U.S.A.
and Canada,
One can imagine the thrill which the American people will experience
on hearing the voice of such a national hero as Rear-Admiral Byrd, fresh
from his remarkably successful expedition to the South Pole. If this con-
templated broadcast is a successful one, it will complete in a most dramatic
and spectacular manner the part which radio has played in the carrying out
of Rear-Admiral Byrd’s expedition.
At the time of going to press there is no definite information as to whether
and when Rear-Admiral Byrd will be broadcasting. When the news is avail-
able it will be duly announced and published in the daily papers.

4YA Picnicidl
Big Brother Bill’s Day
HDN one saw the crowd of child-
yen at Big Brother Bill’s picnic
last year one was inclined to think
that all the juveniles of Dunedin were
there. But it is safe to say that there
will be more present this year, on Sat-
urday, March 8. Not one of the
thousand and more children who at-
tended last year will be absent on this
occasion, and they will each bring
friends, for not one of the children
who attend one of Big Brother Bill’s
picnics ever forgets it, nor does any-
one who listens in.
Final arrangements in connection
with the picnic were discussed at a
meeting of the 4YA Children’s Session
Advisory Committee held on Thursday,
February 20. Those present were:
Mr. W. D. More (Children’s Session
Organiser and Chairman of the Com-
mittee), Sister Nora (representing
S.P.C.W.G.), Miss Feichley (represent-
ing the Girl Guides), Aunt Sheila
(Miss Sheila Neilson), Mr. R. Phelan
(representing the Boy Scouts), Mr. 0.
J. Stenhouse, and Uncle George (Mr.
George Palmer).
All the details concerning the traus-
port of the children to the picnic
ground, the feeding of them and the
entertaining of them when there were
gone into at length. A sports pro-
gramme, including all sorts of novelty
events, treasure hunt, etc., has been ar-
ranged. In view of the possibility of
unpropitious weather and in order to
give parents and children the latest in-
formation concerning the picnic it was
agreed that 4YA should make a special
broadeast at 8.30 a.m.
Last year a moving picture was made
at the picnic. This year it is prob-
able that a "talkie" will be attempted.
Next Saturday, March 8, therefore, the
children’s session wil] be given in the
open air, on a farm, with all the
hundreds of bairns crowded round, It
will be the Picnic Session. All the
world will be there except that part

listening to the rumpus. Community
singing, birthdays, and letters broad-
east from the pienic grounds.
The schedule of broadcasting hours
which 4YA will observe on Picnic Day
will be:
8.30 am.: Latest information con-
cerning the picnic,
10 to 10.30 a.m.: Description of de~-
parture of motor-bus fleet from Station
AYA.1 to 1.15 p.m.: Description of picnic
on grounds at Halfway Bush. An-
nouncement of treasure-hunt result.
Description of sports and games events.
8 to 4.30 p.m.: Afternoon session and
announcement of sports results.
5 to 6 p.m.: Children’s hour with
community singing, and programme
from the pienic ground.

Byrd Expedition

New Zealanders’ Part

ULL credit to the New Zealand
members for the part they played
in the Antarctic Expedition is given by
Admiral Richard Byrd in a radio mes-
sage he has transmitted to the Prime
Minister (Right Hon. Sir Joseph
Ward). The message is in reply to
greetings forwarded by Sir Joseph
Ward, and runs as follows :-"All mem-
bers of the expedition join in thank-
ing you for your thoughtful and hos-
pitable radio. It is fitting at this time
that I should tell you that the New
Zealand members of the expedition
have done very splendid work, and I
wish to give them their share of the
eredit for the work which was accom-
plished in the face of hazards and great
difficulty. This is only another one of
the many instances where this expedi
tion owes the people of New Zealan’
an everlasting debt of gratitude."
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Beam Service
[HH British Government has finallydecided not to adopt the beam
system advocated by Imperial Inter-
national Communications. It intends
retaining the expanding service operat-
ed from Rugby, from which Britain
at present communicates telephonical-
ly with America, ‘The suggestion to
link up with private enterprise operat-
ing the beam will be rejectéd. Experts
have advised that the development of
the high-power station at Rugby in-
volves less capital cost and it can be
rapidly adapted for world telephony.

"Good Morning, Bill"
THIS play by Wodehouse was recent-ly presented at 2YA under the
direction of Mr. Victor Lloyd, and so
many requests have been received for
a repetition that arrangements have
been made to broadcast it again onApril 28.

Lawn Tennis

ESGRIPTIONS of the matches
which the Australian tennis team
will play in Christchurch on Friday
and Saturday this week (March 7 and
8) will be broadcast by 3YA.
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