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' Friday,i March 7, 1930.. ‘

’ ‘The “R” Signs.
'FOR the Denefit of new readers, the

following is the international “R”

system for indicating the audibility of
gignaly :— : : :
R1,—Faint signals, jyst audible.
"R2—~—~Wenk signsls, barely readnble.
R3.—Weak signals, but readahle. )
B4 —Fair signals, easily readable. .
R5.~DModerately strong sighals,
RE.~Ytrong. signals,
R7.—Good strong signals, readable
through lots of interference, -
RB-—Very strong signals, aquble
© several feet from the 'phonés - -
" RY9,—BExtremely strong signals,

Rebroadeast Extraordinary,
MR. S. LI, (Wellington) reported

>

that while listening to a duplex . v
Abbey on. Saturday, March 1, at 4.30 p.m,

telephony test beeween VE2MI, Syduey,
and W2XATF, Schenactady, late one even-
ing ypecently, the American told Sydney
to ligten carefully to what was coming.

. The voice of the Austrglian was then

heard from W2XAF, but, Mr. Hall
states, he was gurprised in tuning in 2MB
to find they were silent, At the conclu-
sion of this mysterions talk, the Ameri-
can asked the Australian what be thought
of his own voice. It appears that in a

. previous test, advantage was taken of

s

zood reception to experiment with mak-
ing & sound film of the talk received, this
being transmitted about a week later
back to Australia.

This opens up a wide field for retrans-
mitting programmes, speeches, etc.,, which
are.received st distant places at a time
not suitable for rebroadeast. A sound
film can be made and then put on the
air at a suitable time, This will particu-
larly apply to New Zealand, where, on
account of the difference in time, many
broadecasts from the Old Country through
GBHSW are only heard by a few, where,
if they could be “bottled up” for a few
hours, could be heard by all with a re-
ceiving set. .

Short-wave News.
CCORDING to a message from Rome,
contrary to rumours, no relays are
to be made of religious services given atf
the Vatican Sistine Chapel, and the
transmitter to be built in that city will

not be used for that purpose,
IN response to requests sent by Ger-
mans abroad, the Konigswusterhay-
sen short-wave transmitter on 31.38

metres daily broadeasts a news bulletin
at the end of the evening transmissions.

TI—IE interchange of radio programmes
between German broadeasting sta-
tions and the National Broadecasting
Company in America has been given final
approval by the Reichsfort Ministerivm
of Germany. These programmes will be
sent through the short-wave station re-
cently evected at Konigswusterhausen.,

SPEOCIAL Service of Intercession
for the Naval Disarmament Confer-
ence, now gitting in London, was an-

om 58W, to be held at Westminster

€nced several times during the week
r
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FOR SALE OR EXCHANGE

The rate for ymall advertisements under

this heading is 1/6 casb for 20 words, and
twoepence for every ofher word therenfter.

VERY Radio enthusiast should have

JOHN'S, LTD.)s wonderful Radio
Cathlogue, Bverything for Radio. Post
free, John’s, Ltd, Chancery Street,
Auckland.

'QCREEN_6rid_and Standard Metro: 430

. dyne Super Eleetries give wonderful
performance and value, Agents wanted.
Catalogue  Royds-Howard Co.. 552
Colombo Street, Christchureh.

1% VOLT Number 6 Cells, guarantead,

. 1/11 each posted; 45 Velt from
9/6. Bpeakers 82/6. Royds-Howard Co,,
533 Colombo Street, Christchurch,

AND ELECTRIC HOME JOURNAL

G.MT. This time, being 4.80 #.m. Sun-
day morping, would not- find many in
this country willing to leave their beds
so early to listen to a service. The writer
decided {o lose a little sleep-and was re-
paid by hearing the whole: of the service,
almost as clearly 48 If broadeast by
2YA from a Iocal church, instead of or-
iginating from the famous Westminster
Abbey in London. .

GOSW ‘““svent on the air” . about 4.20
a.mm., putting on their tuning whistle to
allow listeners to ture in properly before
commencing. to broadeast. Promptly at
4.30 a.m. they switched, over to London,
when the Abbey organ was heard., The
bymn, “Thy Kingdom Come, O God,”

‘was sung by the choir, and congregation.

This was followed by an address from
the texts “Let the peace of God move”
and “Let the Peace of Christ decide.”
This was all clearly readable. After this
address the “General Confession” was
répeated by the congregation. The
Bishop then prayed for “MThe
peace of the world,” “The Naval Dis-
armament Conference,” “QOurselves and
all men,” and then “Let us pray i sil-
ence,” The “Lord’s Prayer” was then
repeated by all. The hymn, “When I
survey the Wondrous Cross,” wis an-
nounced and sung. This hymn was worth
the trouble of rising eatly. The organ
with a well-trained  cheir of men and
boys, was delightful. Another prayer
and the Benediction concluded the serviee
at 5.10 a.m,

G_5SW announced that they were clog-

ing down till 12,30 GMT on Mon-
day, and went off the airf 4t 5,12 a.nm.
Reception, although quite good, being
100 per cent. readable at good strength,
R8-9, was marred by a slight rapid fade
or gushiness., In spite of thig trouble,
every word could have been copied by a
shorthand writer. i )

This is an instance of where the sound
film rveferred to préviously would be of
valye. The whole serviee could be put
on the air at a suitable time for all lis-
teners.

Reception for Weel: ending March 1,
! 1980.

RA97, Siberia, 70 melies.—Reception
bas as usual been more or less marred by
static,. 'What appeared to be a children’s
session was heard on Monday, at 9.80
p.m., when an Uncle was imifating ani-
mals. Some fine orchestral mmsie is
broadeast at times, but ahout 95 per
cent. of their transmission arve talk.

320, Chrisiechureh (N.Z.), 50 metres.—
This station was heard on Ifviday from
7 p.m. @ill 8.30 p.m. with a good selec-
tion of records. Reception was excel-
lent at R8 with slow fades to abput R5.
8ZC announece their wave-length at 50
metres, but I make them to be about 46,6
metres, They broadeast on thiy wave-
length on Wednesdays from 3 p.m. til
2 ., and on :Fridays from 7 p.am.
til 8.30 p.m. Teports of reception are
asked for.

. WOXF, Chicago, 49.85 metres, con-
tinueg to come in well till 7 p.m., when
they sign off.

W3XAL, RBoundbrook, New Jersey.
49.7 metres, wag tuned in ‘at 5 p.m, on
Saturday, when they were RS, rapidly

increasing in volume to B89 by 530
pm.  Dance music was being relayed
from the grill reom of the 3t, Francis
Hotel, New York City. .

W2XAF, Schenectady, New York, 31.4
metres.—A very enjoyable programine was
heard from this station on Synday, which
was being transinitted for Admirgl Byzd
and party. It wasg “all Seotch.,” Sandy
McFarlane was there, and sang a angm-
ber of Scottish songs. The General Elee-
trie Orcliestra, a piper, and a male quats
tet also contributed to the enjoyment
of the programmie, which was received at
excellent strength. :

On Saturdsy the last hour was de-
voted to dance music from the Hotel St
Regis. Thiz was excellent at RS,

PCJ, Bindhoven, Holland, 31.4 metres.
This station iis now back to itd usual
good reception. Friday and Saturday
mornings from 6 a.mu till 7.30 a.n. vol-
umie was even at R9 all through. Tl}e
relieving announcer is mot so clear in
his Tnglish as Mr. Startz, who is away
on holidgy. Reception was very poor
on Saturday dfternoon from PCT, R3
at its best with a bad rapid fade.

Zeesén, Germany, 81.38 mtetres,  las
been good on most mornings except Wed-
aesday, when they were not heard.

VK2ME, Sydney, 28,5 metres, are

still to be heard night and wmorning test-
Tuesday

ing with GBX. of England.
was gn extra busy day. as after the Te-
fuylar test ‘with GBX they were testing
with PLE, Java, from 10 p.m.. and later
from 11 p.m. with our 2YA. I under-
stand they ivere testing 'gv1th W2XAF
at a still Tater hour, but did not hear it.

GBX, Eugland, 27.5 metres, testing
twice daily with 2MBE. Sydney.

KZRM, Philippine Islands, 48.8, 26,
and 24.4 metres—EKZRM bas been heard
on each of these wavelengths during the
past week at different times. I find that
réception is best on 26 metres.

G38W, Chelmsford, England, 25.58
metres, is slowly improving in tlxe. morn-
ing session (as received heve). Big Ben
is now heard at RS, and the talk that
follows is a better percentage of read-
ability. The time is not syitable for me
to do more than just tune them in and
then leave them. A

KDXA, Pittsburgh, 25.4 metres.—I did
npt hear KDKA on thig wivelength on
Sunday or Saturday, either becayse re-
ception was poor ot they were not trans-
mitting, On Sunday they were working

on 48.86 metres at § p.m. with messages

for the ¥ar North, ~Reception was RE
with continyous erackling statie. .

W6XN, Odkland, California, 23.85
meires, was excellent riday at R8 when
tyned in just before 7 p.m, with a pro-
gramme by the National Blectrie Orches-
tra. The “Musical Muskeéeteers” followed
with a dance programme. They were heard
on Tuesdsy, but not till nearly 8 p.m.,
when volume was only Rd4. : )

W2XAD, Schenectady. 19.5 meties, was
heard for a short time on Saturday gt
R3, but was sobn lost.

PCK. Holland, 162 metres, were on
duplex un Tyesday evening' gt R4, and
records on Friddy at 10 p.., B8,

PLE, Java, 15.74 refres, were heard
at the same times as PCK at about thé
same volume each evening as the Duteh

gtation, :
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Unidentified Stations. ,
25.5 metres (about).—Ou Thurgs -
- day, at 10 pa,, g_foreigner was
calling “Hullo, Hullg, SPN,” at leust,

. that is what it sounded lile. Other talk -

was heard, but
undevstand it.- -
315 motres

beiig foteign could not -
(4bout),—This _ station

. whieh I queried as s (erman, js, so I

am told, definitely a Germian. It fias been
héard again during the week at aloul
G a.m. on most mornings, . g )
31.2 meties (aboyt).—Another stinye
ger that is being heéard fregienily dur~
ing the early mornitig, but so far hag
been too wenk to get their call if ona:
has be¢n given. '

I SHOULD be much obliged to you it
' you c4n let meé know the diy und
hour, New Zealand time, when Americany
Huropeap, short-witve stations broadi-nst
programmes.—J. W.I. (Duiiedin), '
A tall order, but perhaps sSome cis.
trosiast can oblige, Mr. Seﬁens usuzlly
gn'e]s the timés he hears the stations.—

Ed. N

Valuable Hints

gt

Loose-coupled Aérials, .
WHEN operating . short-wave wek
_ It will be found that ynless (hé
aerial Is really loosely coupled by
means of a very small coil, g very sihadl
neytralising condenser, or g few tirng
of the grig-circuit coil, it will be. fme
possible to obtain smooth oscillatiti,
and the sensitivity of the set will be
desiroyed. Particylar attention shamd
be paid to this, as once the importinet
of correct aerial coupling is reali,eet-i
a few moments spent in experiment

~ will prove that there is a harvest of’

stations awaiting the opérgtor
knows how to search for them.
Heating Soldering Irons.
GAS fire is better for hedting sole
dering irons than a coil fire. Lo«
cayse it i3 cleaner. One of the rings
on a houséhold gas stove is a very chun
venient thing for heating soldering
irons. But watch the iron carefully,
as otherwise it will be raiseq up to &
red heat, This will cause the surfice
of the bit to become oxidised and thig
will militate against its proper tinning.
A good indication for corréct heat i’
to watch for a blue flicker in the fume
over the bit. When this appears, re-
move the iron, wipe the end quickly
with a thick wad of rag and thed
“tin” it in the usual way, :
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Are You Satisfied with You
Reception ?
If not, Consult—

Mack’s Radio

for expert
Advice, Service,
Repair.

Magek is now a resident of the
Lower Hutt distriet, and can
arrange to give service at any .

time to suit Customers,

Sytisfaction Guaranteed.

"

¢

MACK’S RADIO
76 Kent Terrace, WELLINGTON.
*‘Phone 20.798.
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