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excellent innovation in connec-
tion with broadcasting has just
beex introduced inm Germany, where
the Governinent have arranged that
listevers who through sickness or

other cause are totally prevented from -

leaving their beds or their homes to
attend: places of entertainment shall
be given free listeninig licenges. In
many cases such people, owing to their
misfortunes, ake in straitened cireum-
stances, and the grait of a free ligien«
ing licénse is a concession which
should be very much appreciated.

HE police transmitter at Detroit
hasg-the appropriate call-sign XOP,
and in order.that it may live up. to
- its motto it has been arranged for the
police ,in > the -district to be provided
{ with pocket wireless receivers: These
hire two-valve .sets, and are of the
“shape ahd slie to fit into the pocket—
albeit a policeman’s pocket. Bobby's
vest is elaborately wired with in-
numerable strands of fine wire, so that
when wearing the game he 18 virtually
a walking frime aerlal. This fact,
coypled with the little two-valve re-
ceiver in his pocket, enables him to
keep in touch with Jather KOP,
A REPORT from Washinglon states
that the claim is made that tele-
vigion in the home and the theatre
will soon be possible. An ehgineer of
the Westingliouse Eléctric Company is
reported to have invénied a crystal
globe which ‘recelves moving pictures
transmitted by radio and flashes them
Aapon 8 screen,

RECENTLY the Prinde of Wiles pur-

chased a five-valv¥e portable set
for his persobal use at York House.
The Duke of York, who, it is report-
ed by mahy expoerts, fould have made
a very clever mechanic, Hkes to ex-
periment vith his set and tune in
foreign stations, whilst the Prince of
Wales iz intercsted chiefly in British
programmes. It is also reportéd that
the Dulke has built his own zeceiver
from a blue print, ahd is very pleased
with the results he iz getting. It
would certainly be interesting to know
what type of receiver this is,

HE announcement made in London

“" a few monthis ago by the Impeiial
and International  Communications,
Ltd,, that special rates woul® be avail.
able during the Christinas season for
eaple or radio messages consigting of
Christmas and Neéew Year greetings,
draws attention to the remarkable
/»g):ow_th in the public use of the tele-
4 graphs for this purpose. These special
facilities 4t greatly reduced rates have
ouly beén dvalldble Lor the last four
or five years, but, in gpite of their com-
parntively recent introduction, they
have béen welcomed by the public to
sich an extent that lIast ‘year over
100,000 of such messajes were ex-
cliangefl between this country. gnd all
parts of the worid. To those whe have
missed the Christrmas post @f - who
wish to glve special pleasure to. some

relative or friend abroad, the service:

is an invaluable faellity. Some idea of
the cheap rates available may  be
gauged from the fact that megsages of
ten words may be sent to New Zealand

for four shillings. By special.arrange- T

ment, for the convenience of those eén-

gnged  in Clirlstmas shopping, greeting |

telograms may be handed in gt several
of the principal London stores, while
a service is in operation between Lon
don and New York, whereby Christ-

mas cards, specially drawn or written,
may be travdsmitted by wireless and de-
livered im the semders’ own hand-
writing on the other side of the Af-
lantie. .

THERE is no animosity on the part

of the American Press to radio.
Rathei: do they co-operate in every
wdy with it and encourage its develop-
ment. Many newspapers, in fact,
maintain their own stations. Recently
the “Chicage Evening Post” assisted
radio developiment by offering 40 radio
sets, of n total value of move than
8000 dollars, as prizes for a letter
buged on the subject, “What has been
‘the Greatest Bemelit to Mankind from
the ‘Inventisn of Radlo, and Why ??
Letters were limited to 100 words, and
eirtriey were to be recelved and the
awards made in time for the ‘prizes
jt;;ge In the winners’ howes by Chrigte

as.

THE redio industry in the United

States las now reached such col-
ossal dimensions that it is computed to
involve cipital livestment close Hpon
four hundred million dollars, or not
fur short of £100,000,000. The ihdustry
employs divectly and indiveetly about
half ¢ million people,

IN an endeavour to show originality,

the annoyncer of a broadegsting

station situated at Lille, F'rance, tried

to triin a live canary to act as a
melodious signal ‘when the gtudio art-
ists take a breather—or whatever they
dssimilate between turns—but the

feathered protege did not come up to

expectations. He was too unrelinble,
for either he refused to tweet when
requested to do so, or bursi into trills
a8 soon o8 the bandmaster had given
the formal two tips on his desk to
start off his orchestra. S¢ ILdlle has
given the bird—well, the bird.

OSCILLATORS and radio pirates are

all nuisances, but in most cases
there is a world of moral différence be-
tween the iwo clisses. As the ordin-
ary methods of overcoming Piracy ure
rather slow, the R.B.C., might take a
hint fiom the Polish broadcasting au-
thorities, who are seeking to over-
whelin the pirate by appealing to his
better nature. With thig edid in viéw
they recently broudeast from the sta-

tion at Vilha a programme addressed o |,

“the radio pivdtes of the world” In
a speeldl nddress to this.ignoble fra-
ternity, condemnation was tempered
with exhortations to repent. 'The
license statistles ave now being watch-
ed with gréat interest.

HAY the oscillator is slowly dying
_ out is shown by some revealing
figures collected by the B.B.C. concern-
ing oxcillation complaints. In October

and Neovember, 1027, complaints ¢on-

cerning this type of interference num-
bered 2204, In the coiresponding
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period of 1828 the figure dropped to
1603, while last year it was only 1551,
The figures ag they stand tell less than
the truth, for in Oectober, 1927, there
were only 2,837,733 licenses, as com-
pared with 2,852,024 two years later,

OPERA'J.‘IONS have been commenced

on the conustruction of an up-to-
date high-powered broadeasting station
in the town of Haarlem, Holland. Three
studios have been equipped, the largest
of which is 52 feet long by 16 feet wide
and 14 feet in height. This provides
room for the orchestrs, and any choir
or soloists required for big musical
swworks, while the two smaller ones arc
available for smaller combinations and
for lectures. The technical arrange-
ments are such that allow of an instan-

taneous transference of power from one

studio to the other, so that the awk-

ward walts and waste of time which

oceur with less up-to-date methods are
avoided. The gramophone department
is equally -up-to-date, and with iis
double-dise electric gramophone, the
two sides of which automatically alter
nate, it is possible to present complete
and lengthy works without any break.

OWS were milked by radio at a Fair
lield in Winconsin: recently—not
merely to the aceompaniment of radio
music—but by milking machines con-
trolled entively by a radio fransmitter
located a few hundred. yards distant,
Further seemingly miraculous demon-
strations were given also. Radio-con-
trolled automobiles were piloted around
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a race-track, pianog were played. water
was pumped, and various units of farm
machinery were operated, all by radio
waves! It appears as though in future
the up-to-date farmer will do all hig
farm work-—seated in an armchair!

I&LTHOUGH there will he no inaugue
“* ration of regular internatioyal pro-
grammes in the immediate fature, it is
almost certuin that the Union Interna-
tional de Radio diffusion, known as the.
“Radio League of Natlons,” with main
offices in Geneva, will effect an ex-
change of programmes within a year or
s0. Interchange of programines -from
all European countrieég through a* net-
work of the principal Buropean sta-
tions. is . contemplated, and arrange-
ments will be made for short-wave ye.
lays fox the benefit of America. The:
plan, for eximple, would bring an en-
tire Germau or Italian programme,:.
staged in Berlin or Rome, to the atien--
tion of listeners throughout Xurope
and North America and in suecession
the music and prineipal figuves in
broadceusting of the other nations. This-
ideq, 'it is hoped by the League of.
Nations, will be one of the wost strike
ingly effective instrumentalities for mu..
tual understanding and world peace.
ever devised. Congidering the marked
success which attended 2YA's rebroads .
cast of the Naval Couference held in
London recently, New Zealand listeners
can confidently anticipate further ins
teresting relays in the near future, '~

TELEPHO:\'E communication betiveen

houses and offices on shore and @
ship at sea became an actuality recents
iy with the inaunguration of a regular
service between the s.8. Leviathan and
any telepbone subscriber in Ameriés
who cares-to use this. means of com-
munication. The service is effected by
linking land lives with radio telephons
stations in New Jersey. 'Miough coms-
munication is at present limited as to
distance, yet under favourable circum-
stances’ it will be possible to handle
calls to and from the liner while she is
as far away as 1500 miles, or mearly
three days’ sail from Ameriea.
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For parcels

bulky, fragile

...... X,

Send Parcels .by" Rail
FASTER! CHEAPER! SAFER!

~—heavy or light,

the railway provides the best
and most expeditious service.
Parcels arriving by rail are de-
livered . promptly to addresses

Full particulars from any Stationmaster, Business
Agent or District Manager.

of all kinds——
small or
or otherwise~




